
September,  2009 

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christ‟s  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“I, Jesus,…..am the Bright Morning Star”      (Revelation 22:16) 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the 

sake of righteousness, for theirs is the     

kingdom of heaven.”  

Matthew 5:10 
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The Morning star — September 2009 

If you would like to contribute information regarding MBC 

Ministries, please e-mail photos, notes, prayer requests and 

praises to Monica Pramuka at Pramuka26@charter.net 



3 Pastor’s Corner—A Message  from Pastor John 

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church, 

 

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come….they were all filled with the 

Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:1,4)  At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came with a new 

power for the individual believer and for the work of the ministry of            

proclaiming the gospel.  What is the power of the Holy Spirit?  It is the very 

Spirit and presence of the glorified Jesus in the life of the child of God.  At 

Pentecost, man’s heart became the home of God.  The implications of that truth 

are so wonderful and so glorious for you and for me and for our church as well.  

We remember the entrance of the Son of God who came into the world and 

took on human flesh in Bethlehem.  The Bible says, “And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  Jesus’ entry into 

the world in the form of the babe in the manger was in preparation for Him to 

make His home in the hearts of His disciples and all those future followers of 

His.  The Bible says, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 

dwell with them.” (Revelation 21:3)  When the Holy Spirit came upon the  

disciples at Pentecost, they were filled to overflowing with the joy and power 

of heaven.  This marked the birth of the church.  In like manner, the Holy 

Spirit has the same impact upon the lives of God’s people who are surrendered 

and submitted to Him.  Brothers and sisters in Christ, we need this same     

outpouring of the Holy Spirit into our lives and into our church.  Imagine at 

Pentecost, every heart was filled with the experience of the presence of the 

glorified Lord.  We need the presence of the glorified Christ to manifest    

Himself more fully in our midst today.  The baptism of the Spirit, the           

outpouring of the Spirit, being filled with the Spirit is for every member of 

Christ’s body.  Andrew Murray wrote, “The Spirit of God cannot take         

possession of believers beyond their capacity to receive Him.”  Oh, may the 

Lord do a work in your heart and in mine that we may find ourselves in the 

place where we will have a greater capacity to receive Him.  Let’s join with the 

Apostle Paul by praying for one another according to Ephesians 3:14-21.  In 

that prayer, Paul prayed, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, 

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with 

all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height, to know the 

love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the  

fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19) 

 

Continued……... 
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Continued from previous page……. 

 

Let’s yield ourselves to the Lord and pray for one another with 

expectant faith that we will be filled with the fullness of our   

glorified Lord.  Being filled with the glorified Jesus will change 

and transform our lives, our church, and our community.  May 

the Lord give us an even greater desire for the enjoyment of His 

glorious presence in our life and in our church. 

 

For the Glory of His Name and the joy of His people, 

Pastor John 

 

 

MBC VISON STATEMENT:  To be a Spirit-filled church 

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christ’s   

glorious presence and making His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people glad 

worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Vision Development Team plans to resume meeting this 

month (September).  We had hoped to resume meeting last 

month, but were unable to do so.  We have been praying about 

the next area of ministry that the Lord would have us focus on.  

Please pray for the continued implementation of our vision into 

the ministries of the our church. 

Vision Development Team  Update 

By Pastor John 
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Summer is almost over, but it’s not too 

late to read a good book.  If you liked 

Chronicles of Narnia, try reading some 

of  C.S. Lewis’ other books.  The 

Screwtape Letters is a look at how 

the “other side” thinks...a demon-

apprentice, Wormwood,  gets his first 

assignment—secure the damnation of 

a young man who has just become a 

Christian.  Uncle Screwtape guides 

him through the process with his   

letters.  An interesting and insightful 

read on the “psychology of           

temptation”.   

EDITOR’S PICK 

The Ladies Bible Study is back! 

 

Thursdays—10:00 to 11:30 

“Disciple’s Prayer Life” 

 

“Have you noticed how much praying for revival has been 

going on  of late—and how little revival has resulted?  I  

believe that the problem is we have been trying to substitute 

praying for obeying, and it simply will not work.  To pray 

for revival while ignoring the plain precept laid down in     

Scripture is to waste a lot of words and get nothing for our 

trouble.  Prayer will become effective when we stop using it 

as a substitute for obedience.”   

A. W. Tozer 



September Calendar  
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Tues. 1 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home 

Wed. 2 6:30 pm—Summertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                                                                                                             

Thurs. 3 10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Disciple’s Prayer Life”                                                                                             

Fri. 4                                                                                            

Sat. 5 Madison & Jude’s Birthday Party!!! 

Sun. 6  9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages 

11:00 am—Worship 

6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer                                            

Mon. 7 7:00 pm—Bible Study  -  “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Acts”                                                                                                                                                                           

Tues. 8 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home 

Wed. 9  6:30 pm—Summertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Thurs. 10 10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Disciple’s Prayer Life”                                                                                                                                                                                         

Fri. 11                                                                                                  

Sat. 12 2:00—5:00 pm—Colleen & Bobby Costello invite you to their son 

Scott’s birthday party hosted by the Pramukas—please RSVP 

Sun. 13  9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages 

11:00 am—Worship 

12:30—Luncheon with Rick & Myla Berry, visiting Missionaries 

6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer 

Mon.  7:00 pm—Bible Study  -  “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Acts”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Tues. 15 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home 

Please submit calendar items and events for October to Monica by September 22 



 

Wed. 16 6:30 pm—Summertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                                             

Thurs. 17  10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Disciple’s Prayer Life”                                                                                                                                                                                    

Fri. 18                                                                                           

Sat. 19  

Sun. 20 9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages 

11:00 am—Worship 

6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer                                           

Mon. 21 7:00 pm—Bible Study  -  “A Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Acts”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Tues. 22 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home 

Wed. 23 6:30 pm—Summertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                                             

Thurs. 24 10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Disciple’s Prayer Life”                                                                                                                                                                                       

Fri. 25                                                                                            

Sat. 26  

Sun. 27 9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages 

11:00 am—Worship 

6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer                                           

Mon. 28    7:00 pm—Bible Study  -  “A Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Acts”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Tues. 29 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home 

                                                                                      

Wed. 30  6:30 pm—Summertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                                            
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MINISTRY UPDATES 8 

MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH 

FOOD PANTRY 

Our food pantry is now accepting perishables such as milk,  

eggs, bread, and meat.  Please contact one of the following 

before delivering perishables to the church:  Frank Pramuka, 

Jeanne Pramuka, Monica Pramuka, or Mary Mazza.  Please, do not just drop 

these items off at the church.   

 

We are also in need of toiletries and personal care items such as shampoo,      

deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, toilet tissue, paper towels, towels,   

detergent, bleach, and any other items generally used on a daily basis. 

 

As always, regular food pantry items are very much appreciated and needed. 

 

“Lord, when did we ever see You hungry and feed you?  Or thirsty and give You 

something to drink?  Or a stranger and show You hospitality?  Or naked and 

give You clothing?  When did we ever see You sick or in prison, and visit You?  

And the King will tell them, „I assure you, when you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to Me!‟” 

Matthew 25:37-40 

CLEANING CREW….Many tasks for many abilities.  

Please see Pastor John….and help to keep our church 

clean.   

GROUNDS MAINTNANCE...Lawn mowing, 

raking,  planting,  shoveling…..please help to 

keep our grounds looking attractive 

 

How has the Lord been revealing Himself to you lately?  How did He 

reveal Himself to you when you were born again?  Encourage others who 

visit our website or read our newsletter with your personal testimony.    No 

names are necessary, unless you wish them to be published.  Please submit 

your testimony to Monica at Pramuka26@charter.net.   
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A LOOK BACK—Study Notes 

Original Study Date—10/22/2006—Pastor Tony Mazza 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21ð”For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 

us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

There are three steps to this study:   

  State the case 

 Explain the doctrine/truth 

 Life application 

 

State the case 

The subject is self-image or self-esteem.  How we view ourselves affects 

how we live and what we do, which is of great concern to God.  When 

God states a truth, you would expect “the world” to be the opposite (in 

which case, we would stand out in opposition to the world).                

Unfortunately, the church tends to take what is in the world and          

incorporate it.  We need a proper Biblical way to view ourselves. 

 

Some familiar worldly expressions are: 

You must love yourself before you can love someone else 

You must accept yourself before you can truly accept someone else 

Pursue your own needs first and then take care of others 

 

Note the emphasis on “self” in the world.   

 

Doctrine/Truth 

Key:  Imputation of righteousness of Christ to the believer. 

God put on Christ all my sin and guilt 

God put on me Christ’s righteousness 

Romans 5:15-21 and Ephesians 1:9 are the basis for the key verse. 

The mystery of Christ.  He (God) make Him (Christ)to be sin for us, who 

knew no sin.  The mystery is what Christ actually experienced on the 

cross as He took on the condemnation for all our sin.  What is it that I do 

not have to experience because He did???  How is it that holiness and 

uncleanness came together?  How are God and man truly connected here?  

 

The mystery is that I was there in Christ, dying with Him!! 

 

What if I were to suddenly experience all of God’s hate for sin—the 

weight of all evilness?  Christ took it upon Himself—all our punishment.  

Yet, all He died to take upon Himself, we still take to ourselveséé 

 

Continued on next page……... 
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A LOOK BACK ...continued 

Note:  Christ was not a sin offering.  Substitutionary atonement (ref.   

Genesis 3:15) - one suffers and dies for the sin of another.  There has to be 

a reckoning for sin, in other words, sin must be judged.  To “impute” means 

to place to one’s account.  Christ had our sins imputed to Himself.  In turn, 

we have Christ’s righteousness imputed to us.  (see Leviticus—the 

“scapegoat”).  He took to Himself our sin.  At the moment of contact, 

there was an instant reaction.  He who had never sinned—not even a single 

thought of sin—no personal knowledge of sin whatsoever—He had to   

experience in that moment something that was not His own.  (See Isaiah 

53:5 and Galatians 3:13).  God now sees us with the righteousness of 

Christ.   

 

How Does It Apply?   

How should I see myself?  How do I now live? (see 2 Corinthians 5:15) 

We are to no longer look at ourselves as we are, but as who we are in 

Christ.  It should be my desire to die to my sin and give them to Him.  God 

declares us righteous through salvation—therefore, our daily living should 

be different—righteous.  How to reconcile our imputed righteousness and 

our lack of cleanness (sinfulness)?  See how God sees us in Christ.  Eyes 

off self—look at Jesus.  Again, see ourselves as God sees us.  In Christ, He 

sees me as righteous.  Bring our sin to Jesus and take up His righteousness.  

It didn’t just end there at the cross.  Now I take my sin to Him in exchange 

for His righteousness every time I sin—run to Him! 

 

By faith, we take and receive the victory He won for us on the cross. We 

become more like Him.  We feel constrained—I now want to not know sin.  

Because He bore our guilt, our shame, our condemnationðwe should 

not.  When we continue to bear guilt, shame and condemnation, we are 

basically saying to Him that what He did wasn’t sufficient.  It is taken care 

of once and for all.  I see what I am—but then I look at Him.   

 

Plead forgiveness and purification and then leave it.  Unburdened,             

un-enslaved, unshackled from sin.  There is no need to forgive ourselves 

because He already has.  That sense of worthlessness often leads to more 

sin.  If I got it and truly believe it, I would be more free (not free to sin).  I 

am freer to choose not to sin, I am not bound by sin.  When we are bound 

by sin, we are not being effective for Christ.  We tend to fight what He has 

already done for us.  God wants to free His people so we can be effective 

for Him.  This is how God sees us in Christ.   
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Key verses:  John 14:21-23  and John 

15:4, 10 & 11. 
 

God wants to unfold something to us today 

about our relationship to Him.  The heart 

of the believer wants to see more of Christ.  How does that happen?  How 

do we get more of Him?  Is it even Biblical—can you have more of 

Christ?  Some would say that at new birth, you get all of Christ you are 

going to receive.  Is this Biblical?  We could say as well—could Christ 

have more of us?  If so, what would that look like and how does it happen?  

Can we get more of Christ….and can He get more of us? Do you want 

this...really? 

 

We want to see evidence in God’s Word of what this would look like—

His occupying, indwelling presence should be a normal part of Christian 

life…..and we should be surrendering and turning over more of our lives 

to Him.  More of Christ requires giving up more of myself to Him. To 

have more of Christ, He must have more of me….or, the more of us He 

gets, the more of Him we receive.  This is an ongoing process...all the way 

to the grave.   

 

Let’s look at the following verses in light of this teaching: 

Galatians 2:20ðI have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I 

who live, but Christ lives in me.  The word “live” is a present-tense verb—

an ongoing action.  The more the old me is crucified, the more of Him 

comes out in me.   

 

Romans 6:13—Present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead.  

“Yield” is used in some translations in the place of “present”.  Again, this 

is ongoing—a present-tense verb.  This is something that should be      

happening now—yielding to God.  The term “yield” in this context means 

“to place beside, to place at one’s disposal”.  Sin demands your service—

Christ demands your service—whom will you serve?  The more you turn 

your life over to Him and let go, the more He takes over and fills your life.  

This is what Christ died for on the cross. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18—We are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory.  “Transformed” again, is a present-tense verb.  Ongoing 

action.   

Continued on next page……. 

More of Thee, More of Me 

August 30, 2009 
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Continued from previous page…… 

 

We are being changed into the image of Christ through the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  We will experience more of Him as this change takes place.  

We wouldn’t deny a doctor to remove a tumor or a blockage in our    

artery, yet we deny Christ in making the change needed in us.   

 

John 14:21,23—Our greatest demonstration of love to God is our      

obedience.  As we love Him and obey Him, Jesus does something to us.  

As you take in the Word of God, you obey it.  As you are doing that, you 

will experience more of the Father’s love.  That love will warm and 

lighten our hearts.  How many of us yearn for the love of God for us?  He 

will manifest Himself to us as we give up more of ourselves to Him.  He 

will become more conspicuous to us and in us.  In vs. 23, there is a future 

aspect to this….but there is something for now as well...our obedience 

will bring Christ closer to us.  Vs. 27—We (God, Jesus, Holy Spirit) will 

become more at home in you.   

 

In John 15, the word “abide” is used, which is a present-tense verb—an 

ongoing action as well.  To dwell, live, remain in.  This is ongoing (or 

should be) in life—no stops and starts.  This should be the common   

experience of a Christian.  The more we abide in Him, the more alive He 

becomes to us.  In John 15:11 Jesus gives us the reason for all this—

”These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you,and 

that your joy may be full.”  We can experience real joy in Him.   

 

The more we love...the more we obey. The more we obey….the more we 

abide in Him.  The more we abide in Him…..the more He abides in us.  

The more He abides in us…..the more joy we have in Him.  He will make 

His joy fill us.   

 

We don’t have enough of Him because He doesn’t have enough of us.  

Do we want Him and love Him enough to obey Him?  I want as much of 

the Lord as I can possibly receive in this life.   



13 Missions Moment 

Thank you for praying.  In our last update we asked you to pray about 

limitations.  Here are some answers: 

Our students have had to move out of their comfort zone limits many 

times.  This morning, in chapel, they shared some of their experiences 

during the July break between semesters.  These included working 

with inner city drug addicts, living among jungle Indians, running 

camp programs and many other internships. 

The South Minas Project still needs our prayers, but a few individuals 

have come to Christ out of the slavery to idolatry.  Mary-Ann and I 

spent 2 days in the town of Bom Repuouso working alongside young 

people from our church who went up 

there to run sports clinics and make 

friends with about 60 children and 

teenagers.   

Our son, David, had to cancel half of the community projects planned 

for the Share Fest because of rain, but even so, amazing doors were 

opened for the Gospel, and church members are getting to the other 

projects on weekends. 

Our son-in-law, Dave Merkh, had one operation on his knee and will 

need another later, but he maintains a full schedule of teaching at the 

Seminary and across the country. 

Our son, Steve, was out of commission for a few days because of a 

fall on his bike, and he still has to limit his physical activity, but he 

continues to move ahead full steam with his small group, with the first 

year students and with the church teenagers.   

Our son-in-law, Keith Anderson, picks up odd jobs here and there, but 

continues to face unemployment.   

 

Another thank you.  Some of you have contributed to our Discipleship 

Fund, and we are grateful.  These gifts have been an investment in needy 

students (the disciples), in faculty getting further training (the disciple 

makers) and in some staff-student activities 

(discipleship).   

 

In this picture, Juliano, a second year student, is 

holding a broom, and his wife, Adriana, is    

sitting at the check-out desk of the Seminary 

library.  While their church gives some support, 

they would not be able to train here except for 

the work scholarship provided by the             

Discipleship Fund.  He is taking the 5-year course in Pastoral Ministries 

and already has grown enough to take the place of his pastor when on  

vacation. 

Dave & Mary-Ann Cox 
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Johannes, one of our professors, is     

talking theology with graduate students 

during a class break.  He and his wife, 

Marliese, have been discipling a student 

group of 4 couples and their children.  

Right now, he on a 6-month sabbatical 

working hard to finish his doctoral     

dissertation.  While organizations outside 

the Word of Life have made advanced training possible, the     

Discipleship Fund has helped with the necessary travel.  

 

The seminary never runs out of discipleship needs.  If you would 

like to help, send your gift to Word of Life, Box 600, Shroon 

Lake, NY 12870 and designate it for the Discipleship Fund of the 

Sao Paolo, Brazil, Seminary.   

 

Expanding horizons.  In this photo, you see little David Benjamin 

held by his parents, Benjamin and Shelly (Merkh) Zemmer.  He is 

Dave and Carol Sue’s first grandson and our first great grandson.  

Yes, another David joined the 

clan on July 15th.  While 

Shelly was growing up in this 

part of the country, Ben was 

raised by missionary parents in 

another part of Brazil.  The 

two met at Cedarville         

University, are working and 

studying in Ohio and hope to 

return to Brazil as missionaries 

in the future.   

 

Timothy Cox, David and Cindy’s oldest, graduates this Friday 

from the Officers Candidate School in Newport, RI, and takes on 

the challenges of a career in the U.S. Navy.  He sees this as a field 

service given by the Lord. 

 

Thank you for sticking with us through limitations, opportunities 

and expanding horizons. 

 

Dave and Mary-Ann 
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What do you think is the most fundamental aspect of the character of Jesus 

Christ?  Holiness!  Holiness is the first and most preeminent characteristic of 

Jesus Christ that appears in the Word of God.  As John puts it: “We beheld His 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14).      Holiness 

is the preeminent characteristic of God and it is, therefore, also the preeminent 

characteristic of Jesus Christ.   

 

Christ was loving?  Yes.  Christ was gentle and merciful?  Yes.  Christ was 

meek and humble and prayerful?  Yes.  But Christ was first of all holy.  He 

was “light and in Him there was no darkness at all.”  “Holy” means             

absolutely free from moral defilement or defect.  The dazzling white light that 

transformed and glorified the face and very garments of Jesus on Mount Tabor 

was only a faint foreshadowing of the glory of His infinite holiness that shone 

within.   

 

And yet many, in the face of all this, dare to compare their own holiness with 

the holiness of Jesus Christ and say that they have already attained unto all the 

fullness there is in Him.  When I look at Him in His infinite holiness, I wish to 

do what Isaiah did when he “saw the Lord high and lifted up,” and heard the 

seraphim cry in His presence, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.”  I wish 

to cover my face and cry, “Woe is me!  For I am undone;   because I am a man 

of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 

6:5) 

 

Jesus’ holiness manifested itself , in the first place, in a love of righteousness 

and a hatred of iniquity (ref. Hebrews 1:9).  It is not enough to love           

righteousness; iniquity must be hated as well.  On the other hand, it is not 

enough to hate iniquity ; righteousness must be loved as well.  In the second 

place, the holiness of Jesus Christ manifested itself in both deed and word.  

Never doing sin nor speaking falsehood—always doing what is pleasing to 

God and always speaking the things which pleased God (ref. 1 Peter 2:22, John 

8:29, Matthew 17:5, John 12:49)  A full manifestation of holiness does not 

consist merely in doing nothing wrong but in doing all that is right, and saying 

all that ought to be said.   

 

In the third place, the holiness of Christ was manifested in constant and     

never-failing victory over sin (ref. Hebrews 4:15).  The holiness of our Lord 

was not the mere negative innocence that results from being shielded from 

contact with evil, but the positive holiness that meets evil and overcomes it.   

 

Because Christ was (and is) infinitely holy, He cannot be satisfied with       

anything less in you and me than perfect holiness.   

Excerpts from ñBeholding the True Christò 

By R.A. Torrey 
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Some say, “I wish He had set the standard lower,” but I rejoice and glorify 

God that He set the standard as high as He did.  If He had set the standard 

lower, He would not have been the real Christ, an absolutely holy Christ.  

Why did our loving Lord rebuke sin so sternly, so scathingly, so merci-

lessly?  Because He must.   

 

In the next place, the holiness of our Lord Jesus Christ manifested itself in 

His making the greatest sacrifice in His power to save others from the sin He 

hated and to the righteousness He loved.  This we are told over and over 

again (ref. 1 Peter 2:24, 1 Peter 3:18, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Philippians 2:6-8)  

In order to save men from the sin He hated to the righteousness He loved, He 

deliberately submitted Himself to the wrath of God and the most awful    

suffering a man can endure.  Who can fathom such holiness as that?   

 

Men look at the cross of Christ and say, “See the love of God and love of 

Christ.” Yes, they are wonderfully set forth here; but look again at the cross 

of Jesus and see the holiness of Christ as seen in His atoning death.  He died 

to save men and women from the sin He hated.   

 

Lastly, the holiness of Christ will be manifested in the last days in the awful, 

irrevocable punishment of those who refuse to be separated from their sin.  

Why must men who will not forsake sin and receive the Savior perish     

forever?  Because the real Jesus is holy.  He died to save men whom He 

loves from sin which He hates.  He stopped at no sacrifice to accomplish 

that.  Language fails to describe the sacrifice He made.  But, if men them-

selves refuse to be thus separated from their sins, He leaves them to their 

“partnership” with sin and the doom which it involves.   

 

Let us remember, then, in trying to picture to ourselves the real Jesus Christ, 

that first of all, the real Christ is holy.  Until we have an adequate conception 

of His holiness, we can have no adequate conception of His love.  

   

Continued from previous page…. 
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Update, Iran:  In the May 2009 issue of the Morning 

Star, we told you about Marzieh and Maryam—two     

Iranian women arrested for “anti-government activities” 

because they are Christian.  On 

August 8, they were summoned 

to an Iranian Court and ordered 

to deny their faith verbally and 

in written statement, according 

to Voice of the Martyrs contacts.  

Marzieh and Maryam were   

pressured to recant  their faith 

after the chief interrogator     

recommended they be charged 

with apostasy.  Praise God, they stood firm and replied, 

“We love Jesus.  We will not deny our faith.”  The two 

have been aggressively  questioned numerous times.  They 

continue to be held in Evin Prison.  Please continue to pray 

for Marzieh’s and Maryam’s release.  Ask God to heal, 

encourage and protect them.  Pray that they continue to 

stand for Christ during this difficult time.   

 

Belarus:  Church Evicted 

Forum 18 News reports that on August 20, New Life Full 

Gospel Church in Minsk, Moscow, was issued an eviction 

notice by government officials, forcing them to abandon 

their church building purchased in 2002.  The church is 

adamant they do not fear the government’s threats.   

“We’re here praying and believe God will protect us,” 

Sergei Lukanin, the church’s attorney told Forum 18 

News.  “As a lawyer I believe the state could do anything, 

including the use of force.  But as a believer I rely on 

God.”  Government authorities have not disclosed why the 

church is being evicted, but have repeatedly refused to 

grant the church’s application for registration.  In 2002, 

Belarus passed a restrictive religion law that made all   

unregistered religious activity illegal.  New Life Full   

Gospel Church is one of many churches in Belarus facing  

increased restrictions by government.  VOM classifies 

Belarus as a restricted nation and encourages you to pray 

for believers living under stringent conditions that do not 

allow them to worship freely.   

Continued on next page…. 
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Nigeria:  Pastors Beheaded 

On July 26, 12 Christians were killed, including three pastors, in  

northern Nigeria after members of the Islamic extremist group Boko 

Haram launched attacks on police and government bases, according to 

news sources.  The violence, which began in Bauchi state, spread to 

Borno, Kano and Yobe states.  Churches were set ablaze and several 

people were abducted, including Christians.  Many believers were 

threatened with death if they refused to convert to Islam.  According to 

media reports, assailants beheaded three pastors:  Pastors Sabo        

Yukubu, Sylvester Akpan and Pastor George Orji.  The assailants were 

reportedly acting on the instruction of the extremist group’s leader, 

Mohammed Yusuf.  Yusuf was later killed by authorities.  The       

militants attempted to force the pastors to convert to Islam, but they 

refused to abandon their faith.  They were then beheaded by guards 

who shouted “Allah Akbar” and fired several gunshots into the air in 

celebration.  These recent reports of persecution in Northern Nigeria 

reflect the trials believers endure.  Pray God will comfort the families 

of those killed in these attacks.  Pray the peace of  Christ will rule the 

hearts and minds of Nigerian Christians in the face of ongoing threats 

and dangers. 

PERSECUTION WATCH continued…. 

DID YOU KNOW?   There are     

approximately 100,000 missionaries 

in the world  today.  Only about  3% 

of them work among the unreached. 

“The Gospel is only good news 

if it gets there in time.” 

Carl F.H. Henry 

Persecution Watch information        

provided by Voice of the Martyrs 

www.persecution.com 
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Double-Puzzle 

Write the answers to the clues in the boxes to the right of 

each clue  
 

Copy the letters in the numbered boxes to the other boxes  

in the phrase below with the same number. 



The Morning Star is a ministry of : 

Middlebury Baptist Church 

74 Kelly Road Extension 

Middlebury, CT 

(203) 758-9655 

www.middleburybaptistchurch.org 

 

 

ºH+ IDRTR+ G@UD RDMS

My angel to    

testify to you 

these things for 

the churches.  I 

am the root and 

the descendent 

of David,  the 

bright morning 

RS@Q-» 

Revelation 22:16  


