
October,  2009 

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH, 

The Bible says, ñAs for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His   

sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.ò (Matthew 3:11)  

These are the words of John the Baptist.  He spoke here of Jesus who would 

come after him.  John said that Jesus baptizes people with the Holy Spirit 

and fire.  Beginning on Wednesday evening October 7 at 7:00 pm we 

will begin a new Adult Bible Study entitled; ñThe Holy Spirit...unfolding 

the ñhow much more?ò of Godôs Presence in the life of the believerò. 

 

Jesus said to His disciples, ñIf you then, being evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?ò (Luke 11:13)  You may have read the 

announcement in the bulletin concerning this new study or heard me     

mention it in church, but I wanted to take this opportunity to invite all of 

you to join us  for this new study.   

 

The premise of the study is that there is power for living the Christian life 

that many believers are not presently experiencing.  I believe, as the    

Scriptures teach, that there is power for ministry, for witnessing and for 

soul winning that could bring revival to the church and awakening to the 

unsaved.   

 

In this study we will answer the following questionsé.Who is the Holy 

Spirit and what does He do in the life of the believer?  R.A. Torrey wrote 

ñé.it is clear that every regenerate man has the Holy Spirit.  But in many a 

believer the Holy Spirit dwells away back in some hidden sanctuary of his 

person, away back of conscious experience.  So just as it is one thing to 

have a guest in your house living in some remote corner of the house where 

you scarcely know that he is there, and quite another thing to have the guest 

take entire possession of the house, just so it is one thing to have the Holy 

Spirit dwelling way back of consciousness in some hidden sanctuary of our 

being, and quite another thing to have the Holy Spirit taking entire         

possession of the house.ò  I hope that you will able to join us on      

Wednesday evenings for this exciting and potentially life-changing study 

on the Person and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

For the Joy of our Fellowship with Him, 

Pastor John 
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Vision Development Team Update 

MBC VISION STATEMENT :  To be a Spirit-filled church 

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs   

glorious presence and making His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people glad 

worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The vision development team resumed meeting this past month 

and we plan on meeting again next month as it relates to the 

implementation of our vision statement into the ministries of the 

church. 

EDITORôS PICKS 

ñIf the Holy Spirit is a person, and a divine person, and He 

is; and if you or I do not know Him as such, if we think of the 

Holy Spirit as merely an impersonal influence or power, as 

so many do, then we are robbing a divine person of the   

worship that is His due, of the love that is His due, and of the 

faith, confidence, surrender and obedience that are His 

due.ò (R.A.Torrey)  Both of these books are excellent     

resources on the person of the Holy Spirit and His work in 

the life of the believer.  Excellent companions to the our new 

Adult Bible Study on Wednesday nights.   
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The Personality of the Holy Spirit 

by Rueben Archer Torrey 

An excerpt from ñthe Person and 

Work of the Holy Spiritò 

Before one can correctly understand the work of the Holy Spirit, he must 

first of all know the Spirit Himself.  A frequent source of error and        

fanaticism about the work of the Holy Spirit is the attempt to study and 

understand His work without, first of all, coming to know Him as a person. 

 

It is of the highest importance from the standpoint of worship that we    

decide whether the Holy Spirit is a Divine person, worthy to receive our 

adoration, our faith, our love, and our entire surrender to Himself, or 

whether it is simply an influence emanating from God or a power or an 

illumination that God imparts to us.  If the Holy Spirit is a person, and a 

Divine Person, and we do not know Him as such, then we are robbing a 

Divine Being of the worship, faith, love, and surrender to Himself which 

are His due.   

 

It is also of the highest importance from the practical standpoint that we 

decide whether the Holy Spirit is merely some mysterious and wonderful 

power that we in our weakness and ignorance are, somehow, to get hold 

and use, or whether the Holy Spirit is a real Person, infinitely holy,        

infinitely wise, infinitely mighty and infinitely tender, who is to get hold of 

and use us.  The former conception is utterly heathenish, not essentially 

different from the thought of the African fetish worshipper who has his god 

whom he uses.  The latter conception is sublime and Christian.   

 

If we think of the Holy Spirit, as so many do, as merely a power of        

influence, our constant thought would be, ñHow can I get more of the Holy 

Spirit?ò  But if we think of Him in the Biblical way as a Divine Person, our 

thought will be ñHow can the Holy Spirit have more of me?ò The          

conception of the Holy Spirit as a Divine influence or power that somehow, 

we are to get hold  of and use, leads to self-exaltation and self-sufficiency.  

One who so thinks of the Holy Spirit and who at the same time imagines 

that he has received the Holy Spirit will almost inevitably be full of      

spiritual pride and strut about as if he belonged to some superior order of 

Christians.  One frequently hears such persons say, ñI am a Holy Spirit 

man,ò or ñI am a Holy Spirit woman.ò  But if we once grasp the thought 

that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person of infinite majesty, glory, holiness 

and power, who in marvelous condescension has come into our heart to 

make His abode there and take possession of our lives and make use of 

them, it will put us in the dust and keep us in the dust.  I can think of no 

thought more humbling or more overwhelming than the thought that a   

person of Divine majesty and glory dwells in my heart and is ready to use 

even me. 



October Calendar  
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Thurs. 1 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Fri.  2  

Sat. 3 3:00-5:00 PMð HARVEST CELEBRATION (SEE PAGE 15)  

Sun. 4  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 5 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 6 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home  

Wed. 7 7:00 pmðNEW Wednesday Night Bible Study (see Page 15) 

Thurs. 8 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Fri.  9   

Sat. 10 Aiden & Elijahôs Birthday Party in Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 11   9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                          

Mon. 12 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò    at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                       

Tues. 13 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 14 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 15 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Please submit calendar items and events for November to Monica by October 22 



 

Fri.  16  

Sat. 17  RAIN DATE FOR HARVEST CELEBRATION  

Sun. 18 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                            

Mon. 19 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò   at the Pramukasô  

Tues. 20 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 21 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 22 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Fri.  23  

Sat. 24  

Sun. 25  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 26 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                          

Tues. 27 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 28 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 29 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

                                                                                      

Fri.  30   

Sat. 31  
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MINISTRY UPDATES  8 

MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH 

FOOD PANTRY 

Our food pantry is accepting perishables such as milk, eggs, 

bread, and meat.  Please contact one of the following 

before delivering perishables to the church:  Frank Pramuka, 

Jeanne Pramuka, Monica Pramuka, or Mary Mazza.  Please, do not just drop 

these items off at the church.   

 

We are also in need of toiletries and personal care items such as shampoo,      

deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, toilet tissue, paper towels, towels,   

detergent, bleach, and any other items generally used on a daily basis. 

 

As always, regular food pantry items are very much appreciated and needed. 

 

ñLord, when did we ever see You hungry and feed you?  Or thirsty and give You 

something to drink?  Or a stranger and show You hospitality?  Or naked and 

give You clothing?  When did we ever see You sick or in prison, and visit You?  

And the King will tell them, óI assure you, when you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to Me!ôò 

Matthew 25:37-40 

CLEANING CREW é.Many tasks for many abilities.  

Please see Pastor Johné.and help to keep our church 

clean.   

GROUNDS MAINTNANCE ...Lawn mowing, 

raking,  planting,  shovelingé..please help to 

keep our grounds looking attractive 

 

How has the Lord been revealing Himself to you lately?  How did He 

reveal Himself to you when you were born again?  Encourage others who 

visit our website or read our newsletter with your personal testimony.    No 

names are necessary, unless you wish them to be published.  Please submit 

your testimony to Monica at Pramuka26@charter.net.   
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Hebrews 11 

Pastor Tony Mazza 

July 9, 2007 

This letter is to encourage the Hebrews (Jews) to endure by faith, using the 

examples of their forefathers.  I was inspired by the Holy Spirit via this 

quote from the coach of the San Antonio Spurs, ñIf he stopped right now 

and did nothing else, he would be in the Hall of Fameé.ò  How many of us 

seek honor and respect in the eyes of men?  This goes totally contrary to 

what God tells us is important.  Moses was headed for the ñHall of Fameò 

in Egyptðyet he forsook it all (in the eyes of man) to follow God.  This 

pits the value system of the world against the value system of God.  There 

are consequences to living according to the value system of God. 

 

Moses did look to the rewardðGod had something better for him.  Man 

measures things by success, accomplishments, achievements, ñhaving it 

madeò - we can quickly get caught up in that.  God measures ñsuccessò by a 

heart given over to Him.  The ñtreasures of Egyptò were honor, fame,    

material wealth, fleshly pleasures.  Our reward in God is an issue of faith.   

 

Not one of those mentioned in Hebrews would have been considered a 

ñsuccessò in manôs view.  Most would, in fact, have been deemed failures.  

But how does God identify them?  Vs. 16ðGod is not ashamed of you, His 

child.  What motivates us is that heavenly city of God He has prepared for 

us.   

 

Who would you rather have honor youðman or God?  Careful how you 

answer, there are consequencesðit is not easy living a life set apart to God. 

 

Moses walked away from it allðthe power of the present world can only be 

put down by the power of the world to come.  Godôs promise overcomes 

the lure of the world.  If we truly follow the value systems of God, we open 

ourselves up to severe persecution.  We are controlled by one of two 

thingsðfaith or by the present, with itôs rewards of man, riches. etc. 

 

Vs. 24ðMoses said ñnoò to the world and his flesh.  Itôs not ñmaybeò or 

ñjust a little bitò - is a resounding ñNO!ò  Choosing rather to suffer        

affliction with the people of God.  He was prepared for continuous suffer-

ingðto suffer evil together, to endure adversity with those who belong to 

God. He forwent the ñpassing pleasure of sinò - a lifestyle of ease, pleasure 

and comfort.   

 

 

Continued on next pageéé. 

A LOOK BACK ðStudy Notes 
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A LOOK BACK ...continued  

Do we consider the ñreproaches of Christò greater riches?  Usually we 

just endure it, as a mournful thing.  Moses ñesteemedò (reckoned,   

considered) this suffering as joy set before him.  Do we?  Do I?  For he 

(Moses) looked to the rewardðhe looked away from the world and 

kept his eyes on something elseðthe Lord God.  He fixed his gaze, 

concentrated, focused on this.   

 

Whom/When does God reward?  When we go contrary to the value 

system of the world and obey God to please Him!   

 

We donôt allow a situation or person to decide what our choice will 

beðwe must have a heart disposition toward Godðwe need to be so 

filled with Him!  Strengthened by His Word, His Truth!  How did 

Moses do this?  He endured as seeing Him who is invisible.  (Hebrews 

11:15)  Do not think backward on that country left behind and itôs 

pleasuresðlook forward to that promise of God instead.  He has     

prepared for us a city.  Jesus said, ñI go to prepare a place for youò - a 

new heaven and a new earth.  Moses knew that his sacrifices would be 

more than compensated in the life to come.   

ñ...Therefore we do not lose heart.  Even though our outward man is  

perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.  For our light 

affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more      

exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things 

which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.  For the things 

which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are  

eternal.ò                                                         2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

Moses was offered much wealth and prestige in Egypt, yet chose his  

birthright instead, knowing full well that this would afford him the same 

suffering that his people had endured as slaves.  He chose to suffer with 

the people of God rather than enjoy the temporal pleasures available to 

him.  We too, today, must choose between temporal pleasures and being 

ñacceptedò by our society or being set apart to God, fellowshipping with 

Godôs people and risking the ñpersecutionò of our culture.  The promises 

we have are so much better than these temporary pleasures.  We choose to 

suffer as Christ suffered by the very nature of our being set apart 

unto Him. 

Author Anonymous 
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ñWhat is My Religion Worth?ò 

September 20, 2009 

Focal verses are James 1:26-27, Matthew 

12:33-37, and James 3:1-12. 
 

This is a very practical messageðwhat is 

the relationship between what we believe about the Lord and what we 

say (the words we speak)?  Itôs okay to say we are religious as long as 

our religion is based on our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our        

relationship with Jesus Christ (our ñreligionò) should affect our words 

and our actions.  Our religion/faith/relationship with the Lord should be 

affecting both our ñwalkò and our ñtalkò.  The worth (value, weight) of 

our religion will be on display by what we say and what we do.  How is 

this demonstrated?  Conversely, how can our actions also demonstrate 

that we value Christ little?   

 

James 1:26éòIf anyone thinks himself to be religious and yet does not 

bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this manôs religion is 

worthless.ò  Those are very strong words here, from James, a         

bondservant of Christ.  The word ñreligiousò here refers to the outward 

observance of religion, the external thingsðattending church, fasting, 

giving  - all those things are external things...and those things are okay. 

But if a man or woman thinks they are okay just because they do those 

things yet is not able to control their tongue, Godôs Word says, ñtheir 

religion is okayò (?) No, he doesnôt say that...he says itôs worthless.  

And he says itôs worthless because it is an indication of what is going on 

in the heart of that person who is not able to bridle their tongue.   

 

Think about it...as believers in Christ, born again, having the Person of 

the Holy Spirit indwelling...that Person takes up residence in us and 

helps us to live out a life for Christ and bring glory to His Name...when 

that happens, surely it ought to affect our words and actions.   So, what 

James is saying here, in effect, is if a person is religious (living by faith 

in Jesus Christ, having a living relationship with Him) his/her faith will 

be demonstrated by acts of mercy and compassion  in word and deed. 

Now, we are not talking about walking this straight and perfect every 

timeé.but that the general course or path of a personôs life              

demonstrates that Christ has control over them.  When a person is    

habitually speaking or behaving in an unfitting manner, that generally 

means they need Christ to inhabit them.   
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Taste and See...continued 

It is dangerous, actually, for a person to think of themselves as being   

religious if there is no evidence at all of their being a follower of Christ by 

words and deeds.  James repeatedly speaks of the relationship between 

faith and action or faith and works.  The works donôt save a person, we 

know that, but the works give evidence that something real happened to 

the believer...that the relationship with Jesus Christ is real and active.   

Evidence that Christ in fact is with us and in us.   

 

We put a bit and bridle on a horse to control the animal.  In the same way, 

with the Spirit of Christ within us, we have the capacity to control/bridle 

our tongue.  Man canôt control it on his own, but the power of God and 

presence of the Holy Spirit does enable us to control it.  It is estimated that 

the average person speaks about 18,000 words a day.  Matthew 12 speaks 

about being judged for every careless word that proceeds from our 

mouths...thatôs huge!  The point here is the importance of what we are 

portraying with our words and how careless we are with the words that we 

speak.   

 

The words that come out of us are the reflection of whatôs in our heart.  If 

our words are not glorifying to the Lord, then we need to belong more to 

the Lord.   

 

James 1:19-20ðòé.Be quick to hear and slow to speak.ò  By human 

temperament we do the opposite of that...quick to speak, slow to listen.  

The person whose religion is worth something is able to keep a reign over 

that tongue.  And when we do speak a careless, unedifying, ungracious or   

sinful  word to someone we should be quick to confess that to the Lord 

and quick to repent.  James tell us if you have a lying, unloving, gossiping, 

cursing, angry, critical tongue and you do not have the desire to confess 

and repent, your religion is worthless (devoid of force, useless). If we 

donôt bridle our tongues, our Christianity is worthless.  We all live with a 

ñtattletaleò - 24 hours a dayðand this tattletale reveals what is in our 

heartðthis tattletale is our tongue.  If we are His, we are sensitive to this.   

 

The personôs words are a reliable thermometer of a personôs relationship 

with Christ.  Does a fountain send out from the same opening of fresh and 

bitter water, can a fig tree produce olives, or a vine produce figs, or      

saltwater produce fresh? (ref. James 3:11-12) Sometimes our words are 

simply meant to exalt ourselvesðthe root of which is pride.  Sometimes 

our words come straight from the pit of hell.  Brothers and sisters, let us 

curb our tongues and pray to the Lord, ñHelp me, Lord. Keep my words 

glorifying to You.ò   
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Dear Ones, 

September is here and the kids are back at school.  For our students friends 

at Cheikh Anta Diop University here in Dakar, the school calendar is       

different.  They finished their final exams in August, and most have returned 

to their home towns or villages until December, when the new school year 

will start.  For us, that means September,  October and November are key 

months to prepare.  We not only need to locate and prepare a building but 

also ourselves as we see this ministry to students growing.  First, though, we 

want to give you a quick update from the summer. 

 

We conducted help sessions 

for students prior to their exams 

Began looking for a place to 

rent as the English Resource Center 

We welcomed Jack & Polly Wilson to our ERC team.  Before coming to 

Dakar, they served in Guinea-Bissau with YFC for 10 years operating 

an English school 

We had a cookout at the Martin home with 13 student officers of the 

English Club as our invitees. 

 

We are thankful for several folks who gave toward this project in the      

summer, but we need to receive more contributions this fall in order to rent a 

place and get it ready for ministry before December.  We continue to look 

for suitable rental property, knowing that God owns the cattle on a thousand 

hills and believing that His people will give generously as the Lord directs 

them.  We are purchasing some furnishings, vital supplies and language 

learning tools from the States, taking advantage of available space on a   

container coming from the U.S. later this month.   

 

In addition to preparing a building, we are also preparing ourselves, both  

spiritually and in terns of training.  We are meeting each weekday during 

Ramadan, lifting our student friends up to the Lord of the harvest and asking 

for His blessing, provision and guidance in establishing the English         

Resource Center.  Also, we have found an excellent, intensive teacher    

training program called CELTA (Certification in English Language     

Teaching to Adults, by Cambridge University) offered at about half the   

normal tuition rate in South Africa.  It is a 4 week,  full-time program.  We 

believe that God is leading Bruce and me to take this course October 19 to 

November 13.   

 

Thank you for prayerfully considering how God may be leading you to   

participate in this work of His Kingdom. 

Gratefully in Him, 

Bill & Kathy Martin 

BILL & KATHY MARTIN  

Missions Moment 

You can check out the English Resource Center 

and make a  contribution at: 

www.scene3.org/content/8170/74/ 
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Todayôs women are pursuing beauty at any cost.  A report by the YWCA 

notes that American women spend some $7 billion a year , or an average of 

$100 per month, on cosmetics and beauty products.  And that doesnôt even 

factor in cosmetic surgical procedures, of which there are over 10 million per 

year.  Along with the pocketbook, interpersonal relationships are being    

damaged by this relentless pursuit.  Women are taught from a very early age 

to focus on physical and sexual attractiveness.  Women driven by the        

unhealthy belief that looks will somehow get them the man, the career or the 

self they desire has led to aggression.   

 

The desire for women to look beautiful is not new.  What is new is the       

unrealistic standard for physical beauty which is relentlessly pushed upon 

females  via the media.  What should we make of this obsessive desire of 

women to be beautiful?  Is the pursuit of beauty wrong?  First, I would argue 

that the pursuit of beauty is right and good, and an integral part of our wiring, 

as women.  Itôs the way God made us.  Second, I contend that the problem is 

not that we pursue beauty too much, but that we donôt pursue it nearly 

enough.   

 

When we consider the jaw-dropping picture painted by Scripture, it would 

seem that our Lord finds our desire for beauty not too strong, but too weak. 

We try to doll ourselves up with the earthly and superficial and temporal, 

while the supernatural and eternal is offered us.  ñLike an ignorant child who 

wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is 

meant by the offer of a holiday at sea.  We are far too easily 

pleased.ò      (C.S. Lewis).  True womanhoodðthe womanhood of the      

Bibleðis spectacularly beautiful; more beautiful than any perfectly           

proportioned airbrushed model in any fashion magazine.  How do I know?  

Because it reflects the glory of God and the glory of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christðand thereôs nothing more beautiful than that.  True womanhood, and 

what it represents, is so beautiful that the King of the Universe is enthralled 

by it (Psalm 45:11).   

 

The Bibleôs stunning vision of womanhood ought to captivate the heart of 

Godôs daughters more than the glossy pages of the latest grocery store    

magazine.  I hope that it attracts us so much, that we turn our attention from 

the earthly and superficial, and begin to pursue beautyðtrue beautyðat any 

cost.   

Mary Kassain  - ñGirls Gone WiseðA Quiet Counter-Revolutionò 

ñDo not let your adornment be merely outwardðarranging the hair, wearing 

gold, or putting on fine apparelðrather let it be the hidden person of the 

heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 

precious in the sight of God.ò  

1 Peter 3:3-4  

Beauty at Any Cost 



PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE 

THE LORD OF THE HARVEST AND PRAY FOR 

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH & OUR            
MISSIONARIES 

 

CONTACT MONICA PRAMUKA FOR DETAILS 

 

                                                       

The topic of the study is the Holy Spirité. 

unfolding the ñhow much more?ò of His Presence in the 

life of the believer.  In this study, we will answer the   

following questions: 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 

What does He do in the life of the believer? 

Please join us on Wednesday evenings for this exciting 

and potentially life-changing study on the Person and 

work of the Holy Spirit.  
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16 Inspiring Words  

It should  be clear to every thinking Christian, that the social and cultural 

changes, which began in the 60s and 70s of the 20th century; have placed us in a 

spiritually  different world.  Through the power of the modern media, captivated 

by virulent ideologies, we face a historical twilight of the knowledge of eternal 

truth as never before in history.  But just as Christôs discerning people know the 

worldôs darkness is deeper than ever, they also know: ñé  The Light shines on 

in the darkness, for the darkness has never overpowered ité.ò (John 1:5,     

Amplified Bible)  Currently virulently infected, Americanized Christianity,  

liberal and conservative, has produced a majority of the spiritually powerless 

intellectual/emotional ñbelieversò.  Rather than a genuine life transforming heart 

experience, their ñChristian faithò is little more than religious ideas and opinions 

(which may or may not induce occasional feelings), externally maintained by a 

steady diet of predictable platitudinous information, with little inward purifying 

illumination.  Only God can ñthrow the switchò and release His supernatural 

power for an in-depth cleansing and empowering of His Church and a wide-

spread ingathering of precious souls.  But, as always, it begins with individuals.  

On the basis of His promises, we must believe that those who will ñnever hold 

their peace day or nighté and give Him no restéò until His ñsalvation comethò 

can indeed move His hand.  Whether our all-wise heavenly Father will be    

merciful and grant His wayward Church another widespread ñmovementò of    

redeeming grace, which alone can begin to heal our land, and we have the  

privilege (and responsibility) to pray for, and expect, His Presence and power in 

our personal lives and local ministries, no matter how deep the surrounding       

darkness.  ñWho is among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of His 

servant, that walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the 

Lord and rely on his God.ò  (Isaiah 50:10)  God ever seeks fully to bless those 

who will fully seek Him: those willing to settle for nothing less than the original 

light and power (the heart-experience of eternal truth) that came into this dark 

world on that first Christian Pentecost.  (Acts 2)   

Pastor John CerratoðFirst Baptist Church of Manchester, NH 

From the September 2009 newsletter ñ536 Newsò 

ñSeek ye Me, and ye shall live.ò (Amos 5:4) 

ñIf My people..shall humble themselves 

and pray, and seek My faceé.ò  

(II Chronicles 7:14) 

ñWhen You said, óSeek My faceô, my heart 

said to You, óYour face, O LORD, I will 

seek.ôò  

(Psalm 27:8) 
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I was traveling to a certain region with a few bags of Christian 

items covered by other goods.  I safely passed through several 

guard posts on the way, but as I came to one region, a solider asked 

me to stop for a search.  I was afraid that the Christian supplies 

would be discovered.  I calmly answered all the questions asked by 

the soldier.  As we were talking, I prayed to God, ñPlease cover the 

eyes of the soldier as you covered the eyes of the great force      

surrounding the city of Dothan (2 Kings 6:8-23).ò Then the solider 

asked me to open my bag.  I prayed again as I tried to calm myself, 

ñGod, you have given me these goods to deliver, so please take care 

of them.ò  I started to slowly open my bag, which was tied to the 

back of my bicycle with an elastic cord commonly used for        

securing items.  However, as I tried to untie the tight elastic cord, it 

came loose and struck my leg.  The resulting cut on my leg began 

bleeding profusely.  The soldier didnôt know what to do and told me 

to quickly go to the doctor for treatment.  I completely forgot my 

pain and repeatedly said, ñHallelujah!  

Thank you Lord!ò  After some time, I   

became conscious of the pain from the 

injury and treated myself with an        

emergency kit that I had with me.  I said to 

myself, ñJesus Christ shed His blood on 

the cross for us, and the blood which I shed 

today is nothing in comparison.  My life is 

not dear to me if God wants it for His   

mission.ò   

 

When I got home later, I was holding a 

Christian service with my family and did 

not hear a knocking sound at my door.  As 

the knocking grew into loud banging, I 

realized someone was at the door and quickly hid my Bible.  After I 

opened the door, an intimidating village director and two followers 

walked into my house.  The director demanded, ñWhat were you 

doing?  Why didnôt you open the door quickly?ò  Then they started 

an extensive search around the house.  I was extremely nervous that 

my Bible would be exposed, and as I thought of being captured, I 

started to pray.  Then one of the men discovered my Bible...but he 

quickly concealed it and told the other men, ñThere is nothing   

suspicious here.  Letôs move on to the next house.ò  My heart was 

pounding as I walked them to the door.  Everything felt like a 

dream. 

Continued on next pageé... 

Dak-Ho Kim  

North Korea 
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MEET THE PERSECUTED continuedé. 

Iôd never experienced an incident like this before.  I could have been arrested 

and sent away.  I was terrified that they would report my case and show up at 

my house again.  The next day, the man who took my Bible returned to my 

houseé..alone.  As soon as he came into the house he said, ñYou must have 

been surprised yesterday.  I myself am a believer.  Because of the current 

situation in our country, I cannot fellowship with other believers so I am 

keeping my faith to myself.  God the Father guided me to your house      

yesterday and gave me this opportunity to meet a believer.  I am so grateful 

for it.  I have brought your Bible back.  Please pray for me in the future and 

take extra caution when handling these goods.ò  When he left, I prayed and 

thanked God Almighty for what He is doing, in spite of the oppression in 

North Korea! 

Nigeria 

Lilian Kumzwan (41) and her husband, Jacob Kumzwan, adopted their two 

nephews, Nantur (16) and Nanpak (14) Wilson, after both their parents were 

killed in religious riots in lower Plateau state in 2004.  The boysô late father, 

Pastor Wilson, had dedicated his life to serving and evangelizing Muslims.  

Many Muslims had accepted Christ and joined Pastor Wilsonôs ministry,    

creating tension amongst the villagers.  On the fateful day of violence, Pastor 

Wilson was caught in an ambush.  It wasnôt until after security forces had   

stabilized the area that Christians discovered his         

mutilated body.  The boysô mother tried to escape with 

two of her children.  They ran for kilometers only to 

stumble into a campsite of Muslim militants.  The     

militants tried to force the mother to recant her Christian 

faith, but she refused shouting, ñNothing can stop me 

from loving Jesus, not your swords or your guns!ò  As 

she made the statement, one of her sons was shot dead.  

At that moment, the other son with her, Nanpak, tried to 

run away but was shot and fell to the ground, bleeding.  

The Muslims thought he was dead and turned to the 

mother.  Nanpak lay on the ground, watching as they 

killed his mother.  The Muslims left and Nanpak        

managed to get help from Christians who lived a few 

kilometers from where his motherôs body lay.  The Christians took him to a 

clinic where he received medical attention for his gunshot wound.  The other 

boy, Nantur, ran in another direction than his mother and two brothers when 

the violence erupted.  Miraculously he managed to escape the religious       

violence unharmed.  Much later, he met Nanpak at a house where he was 

looked after.  Being only 13 and 11, Nantur and Nanpak were severely trauma-

tized from losing both their parents in such a cruel way.  However, Lilian felt 

so much compassion and love for the boys that she adopted them as her own.   

Continued on next pageéé... 

Lilian Kumzwan  
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Lilian takes great joy from having the boys in her care.  She strives 

to give them her best.  Above all, she thanks God for providing her 

with sufficient grace as she looks after them.  An open doors 

worker reported that during his visit with Lilian, he was unable to 

distinguish between her own children and the adopted boys.  

ñThere is nothing better than to love and care for someone in 

need,ò shared Lilian.  ñIt is my prayer that God will help me to 

meet the spiritual and physical needs of the children in my care.  

The boys are wonderful children and so obedient.  I cannot recall 

them ever complaining about anything.  They have learned to put 

their trust in the Lord, and that is great.ò  Lilian is determined to 

see that the boys are able to live their dreams.  She and her       

husband are taking the full responsibility of seeing them through 

school, in spite of their meager income.  Spiritually, Lilian is also 

making time to study the Word of God with the children, thus   

ensuring their spiritual growth.  ñMy husband and I have no     

regrets about adopting these boys.  We want the best for them, and 

God will help us and provide our every need,ò said Lilian.  Despite 

the price his father has paid, Nantur dreams of becoming a pastor 

just like his father.  ñI want to work for the Lord to reach out to 

Muslims with the Gospel,ò said Nantur.  ñI also want to be killed 

for the sake of the Gospel.  I know Jesus will never let me down.  

The Lord is my Father and will never fail me.ò 

For more information on the Persecuted Church, the    

International Day of Prayer and how you can help with 

your prayers and support, visit the Open Doors web site at  

www.opendoorsusa.org 
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My angel to    

testify to you 

these things for 

the churches.  I 

am the root and 

the descendent 

of David,  the 

bright morning 
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Revelation 22:16  


