
November,  2009 

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH, 

The Bible says, ñLo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the 

age.ò (Matthew 28:20) 

 

In these last words of Jesus to His disciples, He promises them that 

His presence would be with them always.  The presence of Jesus 

abides with His children in a real and meaningful way through the 

Holy Spirit.  We began our new Wednesday evening Bible study last 

month entitled The Holy Spirit..Unfolding the ñhow much more?ò of 

Godôs Presence in the Life of the Believer.  We are just a few weeks 

into our new study and it is not too late to join us for what I believe 

can be a life-changing study of the scriptures as it relates to the   

blessing of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.  

As I have stated previously, the premise of this study is that there is 

power for living the Christian life that many believers are not       

presently experiencing.  The disciples who lived with Jesus for three 

years would soon experience an even greater intimacy with their Lord 

and they would receive an empowerment for ministry that they had 

not previously known.  Andrew Murray wrote, ñThey never for a  

moment regretted His bodily absence; they had Him with them and in 

them, in the divine power of the Holy Spirit.ò 

 

When Jesus said that He would be with us always, He gave the     

assurance to His followers that there is not a day that goes by that His 

blessed presence is not with us.  Please join us on Wednesday       

evenings at 7:00 pm as we explore together all of the implications 

related to the truth that Jesus is with us always through the presence 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

For the Joy of our Fellowship with Him, 

Pastor John 

If we want to walk with God, we must cultivate the thought of His 

Presence.  As Brother Lawrence put it, ñwe must practice the   

presence of Godò constantly.  Call to mind that God is with you 

while you are at your work, as you go to sleep, as you wake up.  It 

is the Holy Spirit who will make your walk with God true and real.  

Look, then, to God Himself by His Spirit to make His Presence 

known and feltò                                                                         

R.A. Torrey 
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Vision Development Team Update 

MBC VISION STATEMENT :  To be a Spirit-filled church       

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs glorious 

presence and making His presence known to others by ministering to 

the whole person in a way that makes people glad worshippers of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Vision Development Team met this past month and we         

continued our discussion as it relates to the next area of ministry that 

the Lord is leading us to focus on regarding the implementation of 

the vision statement into the ministries of the church.  We will meet 

again on November 1st to continue this discussion.  If you have any 

ideas or suggestions regarding how to implement our vision       

statement into a new or existing ministry, please feel free to speak 

with Pastor Tony or myself or one of the members of the Vision  

Development Team.  The members of the Vision Development Team 

are:  Frank Pramuka, Jeanne Pramuka, Lauren Lounsbury, Monica 

Pramuka, and Michael Schwartz.   



5 Peacemakers Conference 

On October 14, the Vision Development Team had the opportunity to    

attend  the Peacemaker Ministries ñBuilding a Culture of Peace in Your 

Churchò Conference.  Ken Sande, the author of The Peacemaker and     

several other books, was the speaker.  Conflict comes at us no matter where 

we areðin work, at home, and even within the church.  This conference 

dealt with resolving conflict biblically.   

 

There was so much valuable information gleaned from this conference, it 

would be impossible to touch on everything, so I will simply get to the 

heart of the matterð A Passion for the Gospelðreflect much on Jesus and 

His gospel, and you will reflect much of Jesus and His gospel.  The best 

way to quench the fires of conflict is with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  ñFor 

He himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostilityé.thus making peace, and in this one 

body to reconcile both of them to God through the crossò (Ephesians 2:14-

16; see Acts 10:24-11:18) 

 

The gospel fuels peacemaking by revealing two things:  what God has done 

for us through Christ, and who we are in Christ.  God saved us by giving us 

His Son to die for us, proving that we are loved, forgiven, and reconciled 

children of God; therefore we do love, forgive, and reconcile to others.  The 

more we understand and delight in the gospel and its manifold implications, 

the more we will be transformed into Christ-like peacemakers.   

 

Through the gospel, God provides both the model and motivation for 

peacemaking:   

Glorify God (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

Get the log out of your eye (Matthew 7:3) 

Gently restore (Galatians 6:1) 

Go and be reconciled ( Matthew 5:24) 

 

Another key point was the ñFour Promises of Forgivenessò (Matt. 6:12, 1 

Cor. 13:5 and Eph. 4:32) 

I will not dwell on this incident 

I will not bring this incident up and use it against you 

I will not talk to others about this incident 

I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our personal 

relationship 

 

For more information please visit their website at www.hispeace.org 

There are many free resources and articles available. 

Submitted by Monica Pramuka 



November Calendar  
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Sun 1  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 2 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 3 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 4 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 5 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Fri.  6  

Sat. 7  

Sun. 8  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 9  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 10 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 11 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 12 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Fri.  13  

Sat. 14  

Sun. 15  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Please submit calendar items and events for November to Monica by November 20 



 

Mon. 16 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 17  7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 18 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 19 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Fri.  20  

Sat. 21  

Sun. 22  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 23 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 24 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 25  7:00 pmðThanksgiving Eve Worship 

Thurs. 26 Happy Thanksgiving!!! 

Fri.  27  

Sat. 28  

Sun. 29  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 30  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         
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MINISTRY UPDATES  8 

MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH 

FOOD PANTRY 

Our food pantry is accepting perishables such as milk, eggs, 

bread, and meat.  Please contact one of the following 

before delivering perishables to the church:  Frank Pramuka, 

Jeanne Pramuka, Monica Pramuka, or Mary Mazza.  Please, do not just drop 

these items off at the church.   

 

We are also in need of toiletries and personal care items such as shampoo,      

deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, toilet tissue, paper towels, towels,   

detergent, bleach, and any other items generally used on a daily basis. 

 

As always, regular food pantry items are very much appreciated and needed. 

 

ñLord, when did we ever see You hungry and feed you?  Or thirsty and give You 

something to drink?  Or a stranger and show You hospitality?  Or naked and 

give You clothing?  When did we ever see You sick or in prison, and visit You?  

And the King will tell them, óI assure you, when you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to Me!ôò 

Matthew 25:37-40 

CLEANING CREW é.Many tasks for many abilities.  

Please see Pastor Johné.and help to keep our church 

clean.   

GROUNDS MAINTNANCE ...Lawn mowing, 

raking,  planting,  shovelingé..please help to 

keep our grounds looking attractive 

 

How has the Lord been revealing Himself to you lately?  How did He 

reveal Himself to you when you were born again?  Encourage others who 

visit our website or read our newsletter with your personal testimony.    No 

names are necessary, unless you wish them to be published.  Please submit 

your testimony to Monica at Pramuka26@charter.net.   



9 
A LOOK BACK ðStudy Notes 

The Second Coming of Christ 

October 7, 2007 

In the early 70ôs, The Late Great Planet Earth created high expectations 

about the Second Coming of Jesus.  While there was much hype attached 

to this, the focus was definitely more on the eternal.  And from the 70ôs 

to present, in one generation, we have moved from an eternal focus to a 

temporal focus.  Between then and now we have had health/wealth, name 

it and claim it, the mega-church movement, inclusiveness, and the user-

friendly church.  Again, the focus changed from eternal hope to temporal 

things of this worldðare my needs being met?  Whatôs in it for me?   In 

Pilgrimôs Progress, Pilgrim kept his sights set on the  Celestial City 

whilst journeying through all of lifeôs trials.  Pilgrim didn't forget what 

his ultimate destination would be.  The hope of the eternal give us great 

hope to endure in hard times.  God is holding a blessing for us.  The book  

of Hebrews was meant to encourage believes not to give up with the 

promise of future rest.  The book of 1st Peter encourages us to endure 

suffering for the promise to come.    

 

So, what is our relationship to that coming?  Read  Acts 19-11,         

Revelation 19:7-16 (the fulfillment of Acts passages), Psalm 50:1-5, and 

Psalm 24 .  In context, Psalm 24 was written by David as he finally 

brought the Ark of the Covenant back into Jerusalem after many         

attempts.  This is God returning to His people. 

 

Jesus ñsteadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalemò (Luke 9:51).  ñI have 

set my face like a flintò (Isaiah 50:7).  This is how we should be living.  

What is it we yearn for?  Deep inside, something drives usðwhat is it?  

We will  receive that perfect righteousness.  This is what compels us and 

should be our life view.  We canôt wait for that work, which was begun in 

us, to be fulfilled.  We should be living our lives accordingly.  Donôt let 

anything get in the way of this goal.  This is what Christ died foré.this is 

what we sacrifice for...our lives are not useless and empty...this is what 

we live for, that complete work of righteousness.   

 

How then shall we live?  We prepare for His coming, or our death...we 

prepare to meet Him face to face.   

 

Continued on next pageéé. 
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A LOOK BACK ...continued  

In the book of 1st John, we are told not to love the world...we are aliens 

in a foreign land.  Be in the world, but not of the world.  Our attachment 

to the world should be only to the degree that is necessary to live, which 

is individual for everyoneðthe rest fully devoted to  living for Christôs 

second comingðto prepare for Him.  How will we view how we spend 

our time?  ñBe holy as I am holy.ò  Strive to be like Jesus.  Yearn to be 

like Him.  Our attitude must be, ñI am not   going to let anything get in 

my wayééò  The motivation to live the Christian life is His coming! 

 

Be ready to be clothed in perfect righteousness.  We can endure the fire, 

because through it is the final houré..Lift up your eyes for your       

redemption draws near!  Prepare yourselves to receive the full        

measure of Christ!  Prepare as His bride!  It is not just a matter of   es-

caping from this lifeðthere is much more to it.  Be preparedðhave 

your lamps full of oil.  Prepare for the bridegroom  

(ref. Matthew 25:1-10)   
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An Invisible Fortress Within 

October 18, 2009 

Key verses:   

Psalm 144:1-3, 15 and 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 

 

God dwelling in us (His Holy Spirit) has an effect on how we live our lives 

and view our circumstances.  Because He is our Heavenly Father and we are 

His children, God desires for us to take refuge in HimðHe desires to be our 

fortress. ñFortressò or ñstrongholdò is a military term for a ñfortified placeò.  

Actually, the  word refers to anything that someone places confidence in.   

We have a     conflict going on within usðwe have strongholds we hang 

onto and fortresses we build up to protect us according to the flesh.  But, 

God wants to be our stronghold - He wants to tear down those strongholds 

and fortresses within us so that He can be our place of refuge.  

 

Psalm 144 is a Psalm of David praising God for His presence in Davidôs life.  

He knew God as his fortress.  In those days fortresses were built on a high 

hill, a place of safety where people could retreat and find refuge.  Here 

David says God Him-

self was his fortress, 

stronghold and safety 

ñHe is my shield in 

whom I take refuge.ò  

David knew how to 

take refuge in the Lord.  Do we know how to take refuge in the Lord?   

 

Now, Iôm not talking about a place you can go hide and everything will go 

away.  Iôm talking about resting in the Lord, resting in knowing He is in con-

trol, resting in knowing that He is the God of all creation,   resting in know-

ing that He has plans and purposes for all of us, in whatever circumstance.  

 

Now, in 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 Paul describes strongholds or fortresses that 

need to broken down in us.  The Christian life is a battleðwe  battle the 

world, the flesh and the devil.  What are the weapons with which this war is 

waged?  One of the weapons is Godôs Word.  Then of course we have the 

Holy Spirit dwelling within us, who gives us this whole new capacity to live 

this Christian life.   

 

Continued on next pageé.. 

There is an interesting fact about those fortressesð

when people retreated into them, they were        

generally prisoners in those places while the enemy 

was surrounding them.   
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Taste and See...continued 

There are walls of resistance in our minds that become strongholds 

and fortressesðthinking so ingrained in us, walls of protection (or 

so we think), that must come down like the walls of Jericho.  We 

need to demolish any strongholds in our lives that control our  

thinking that are contrary to Christ.  How often are we made      

prisoners by the way we think, by our own understanding of things 

as opposed to trusting in the Lord.  We need to be in control, we 

can handle this thing on our ownðbut we donôt see weôre in   

bondage, in a prison of our own making.  Lack of peace and lack of 

joy are signs we are in bondage in this self-made prison.   

 

Isaiah 41:10-13ðGod tells us He will uphold us , He is with us, 

He will strengthen us, for He is our Lord, Our God.  In other words, 

He is our stronghold.  

 

So, you see, those fortresses we build 

actually make us prisoners.  The Lord 

says to us, ñI want to be your Fortress, 

your Hiding Place, your Stronghold.ò   

 

The fortresses we build come from pride, self, reliance on self.  

Some of the ways we protect those fortresses are anger, criticism, 

control, bitterness, self-preservation, tearing down of othersðwe 

find our security in those kind of fortresses.   

 

God wants us to go into a totally different directionðto Him.   

(Psalm 59:9, Proverbs 18:10)  We take captive every thought and  

make it obedient to Christ.  So, what needs to be taken captive?  

Our minds.  We need our minds captured by Christðwe need our 

way of looking at things to be transformed.  How do we do that?  

Read Philippians 4:8.  When we repent of any self-sufficiency,  the 

Lord will begin to tear down those self-made strongholds and    

become our place of refuge Himself.   

 

How blessed are the people whose God is the Lord.  How blessed 

are those who rely on Him as their strength and their fortress.   

The LORD is good, a stronghold 

in the day of trouble; and He 

knows those who trust in Him. 

Nahum 1:7 



13 Missions Moment 

As we bow our heads in gratitude to God for the bounty set 

before us this Thanksgiving, let us not forget those less    

fortunate than ourselves.  Deuteronomy 

15:11 instructs us, ñYou shall freely open 

your hand to your brother, to the needy and 

poor in your land.ò   In cooperation with the   

Middlebury Emergency Fund, Middlebury 

Baptist Church will once again be delivering 

food baskets for Thanksgiving to those in 

need.  Please consider donating food items 

such as canned vegetables, stuffing, gravy, 

biscuit mixes, cranberry sauce, instant 

mashed potatoes, etc.  Turkeys will be     

purchased, so monetary donations are appreciated as well.     

Let us shine the light of Christ into the lives of those who are 

struggling. 

Okay, so not all of us can take a 

missions trip to Africa or Chinað

does that mean we are not called to missions?  In Acts 1:8, Jesus 

told His apostles ñ...and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.ò  

Surely we can deduce that the ends of the earth extend to the 

United States as well.  It is important to stress the urgency of 

missions right in our communities, our places of employment, 

and even our own families.  If we sit by and do nothing, there 

can be no doubt God will hold us accountable for letting these 

people die without hearing about  Christ when it would have 

been so simple to share the gospel with them.  Just look at the 

growth rate of false religions, the suicide and drug abuse       

statistics, the path many of our government leaders and         

educators are taking in attempting to make abortion and same-

sex marriage acceptable and even desirableðthe monumental 

task before us becomes all too apparent.   

 

ñWe are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading  

through us; we implore you on Christôs behalf, be reconciled to 

Godò                                                               2 Corinthians 5:20 

Whatôs Your Mission Field? 



14 ñDead Pilgrims Societyò 

By Charles ColsonðBreakpoint.org 

One of the most popular movies of 1989 was Dead Poets Society, about a 

group of classmates in a boysô school who formed a secret society to celebrate 

American poets.  Well, Christians might do well to adapt their example and 

form a Dead Pilgrims Society.  Why?  Because todayôs kids are being fed a 

half-baked version of Thanksgiving lore, complete with glazed facts, mashed 

multiculturalism, and a generous helping of censorship.  Several childrenôs 

books about the Pilgrims are on bookstore shelves.  But in a cold November 

blast of secularism, much of the spiritual component has been blown away.  

As a result, our children are consuming a dumbed-down version of Christian 

history.  They are taught that the Pilgrims risked their lives traversing the 

ocean for economic gain, not religious freedom.  And that first Thanksgiving 

feast?  It is described as nothing more than a three-day binge with the Indians.   

 

Take, for example, a book called The First Thanksgiving  by Jean Craighead 

George.  As this book tells it, the Pilgrims left Europe ñto seek their fortune in 

the New Worldò.  That would have come as news to the Pilgrims themselves.  

Pilgrim leader William Bradford wrote in his diary that the voyage was     

motivated by ña great hopeé.for the advancing the kingdom of Christ.ò  And 

when it comes to Thanksgiving itself, in this book the religious dimension 

finds no place at the table.  The author states flat-out ñThis was not a day of 

Pilgrim thanksgivingò...thanksgiving to God, that is.  Instead, she writes, 

ñThis was pure celebration.ò  Odd.  Thatôs not the way the Pilgrims         

themselves remembered it.  Listen again to the account by William Bradford, 

who was actually there:  ñThe Lord send them such seasonable showers, ñ 

Bradford writes, that ñthrough His blessing (there was) a fruitful and liberal 

harvest...For which mercyé.they set apart a day of thanksgiving.ò  Why 

arenôt we hearing this side of the Thanksgiving story?  Some historians seem 

to view Americaôs Christian heritage with about as much enthusiasm as they 

would a plateful of Hamburger Helper on the Thanksgiving table. And I can 

think of at least one reason:  it has become a fun game for secularists to deride 

Christians as poor, ignorant, and easily led.  But far from being easily led, the 

Pilgrims themselves led the way to settle the New World.  These people 

sailed across dangerous oceans without the benefit of a government grant.  

They built their own housing in freezing weather without the assistance of a 

public works program.  And when they fell sick, they didnôt look to a        

government health program to take care of them.  Even in the face of death, 

they nurtured a thankful spirit to God.  It is difficult to poke fun at hardy souls 

like these, men and women of strong character and stronger faith...which may 

explain why secular historians prefer to pretend they never existed.         

Christians need to read the books our own children are getting and look for 

accurate versions of the Pilgrim story.  And if we canôt find them, we may 

have to start writing our own books.  If it takes a Dead Pilgrims Society to 

preserve our Christian past, show me where to sign up.   

Originally published on breakpoint.org on November 27, 2003 
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Good Morning God 

You are ushering in another day 

Untouched and freshly new, 

So here I come to ask You God if 

Youôll renew me too? 

 

Forgive the many errors that 

I made yesterday, 

And let me try again dear God, 

To walk closer in Thy way. 

 

But Father, I am well aware 

I canôt make it on my own. 

So take my hand and hold it tight 

For I canôt walk alone. 

By Helen Steiner Riceðsubmitted by Virginia 

Itôs getting dark earlier now, so why not settle down to a good movie or two that 

will leave you changed.  I would not label these as ñentertainmentò - they are 

not for the faint of heart, and  certainly not suitable for children.  Beyond the 

Gates is based upon a true story about a school in Rwanda   during the 1994 

genocide.  More than 800,000 Rwandans were massacred in the span of 4 

months.  This is graphic, and true.  Then watch As We Forgive, a documentary, 

to see how God works through evil.  With prison    systems in Rwanda filled to 

capacity, 40,000 murders are released back into the  communityðmany of them 

coming face-to-face with those whose family members they massacred.  See 

how Christ heals through forgiveness.  You cannot fully grasp what a miracle of 

God this is without first getting a glimpse of what actually happened.  You will 

never look at suffering or forgiveness in quite the same way again.   

Editorôs PickðDVDôs 
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THE HEART OF THE MATTER  

ñé.love is the fulfillment of the lawò (Romans 13:10)  Did you ever think 

what Paul meant by that?  In those days men were working their passage to 

Heaven by keeping the Ten Commandments, and the 110 commandments 

which they had manufactured out of them.  Christ came and basically said, ñI 

will show you a more simple way.  If you do one thing, you will do these 

110 things without ever thinking about them.  If you love, you will          

unconsciously fulfill the whole law.ò  You can readily see for yourselves 

how that must be so.  Take any of the commandmentsðòThou shalt have no 

other gods before Me.ò  If a man love God, you would not be required to tell 

him that.  ñTake not His Name in vainòé.would he ever dream of taking His 

Name in vain if he loved Him?  ñRemember the Sabbath day and keep it 

holyòé.would he not be too glad to have one day in seven to dedicate more 

exclusively to the object of his affection?  Love would fulfill all these laws 

regarding God.   

 

And so, if he loved man, he would never think of not honoring his father or 

his mother.  It would be preposterous to tell him  not to kill.  You would only 

be insulting him to tell him he should not stealðhow could he steal from 

those he loved? It would be superfluous to beg him not to bear false witness 

against his neighbor.  If he loved him, it would be the last thing he would do.  

And you would never dream of urging him not to covet what his neighbors 

had.  He would rather they possessed it than himself.   

 

Missionaries can take nothing  greater into the heathen world than the     

impression and reflection of the Love of God upon their own character.  That 

is the universal language.  It would take them years to learn the language of 

the Chinese or the dialects of India.  From the day they land, that language of 

Love, understood by all, will be pouring forth its unconscious eloquence.   

 

The spectrum of love has 9 ingredients:  patience, kindness, generosity,   

humility, courtesy, unselfishness, good temper, guilelessness and sincerity ï

these make up the supreme gift.   

 

Now, I have a closing sentence or two about Paulôs reason for singling out 

love as the supreme possession.  It is a very remarkable reasonðin two   

simple words it is this:  it lasts.  ñLove, ñ urges Paul, ñnever fails.ò  (1 Corin-

thians 13:8) Everything else we think is going to last is actually fleeting, 

passing away, temporary.  To love abundantly is to live abundantly.  

 

The withholding of love is the negation of the Spirit of Christðit means He 

inspired nothing in all our lives, that we were not once near enough to Him 

to be seized by His compassion for the world.   

Henry Drummond (Scottish Evangelist)ð excerpt from The Greatest Thing 

in the World 
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ñRemember the 

prisoners as if 

chained with 

them ðthose who 

are persecuted ð

since you         

yourselves are in 

the body alsoò 

 

 

NEPALðVikash Patrick and his 19-year old bride, Deepe, 

were spending their honeymoon in Kathmandu, Nepal.    

Attending worship services at       

Assumption Church, Vikash and 

Deepe had just finished singing a 

hymn when Vikash noticed a woman 

in front of  him place her purse under 

the pew and leave.  Five minutes 

later, a bomb exploded.  Vikash was 

knocked to the floor, badly burned.  

Laying on the floor, he tried          

desperately to search for his beautiful 

Deepe.  In the midst of the flames he 

saw the deep pink color of her dress on the floor.  Just as he 

lost consciousness, a man picked him up and carried him out 

of the church.  Vikash survived with severe burns, Deepe did 

not survive.  The Nepal Defense Army (NDA) , which 

claimed responsibility for the attack, has threatened more 

violence if non-Hindus do not leave the country within the 

month.  Deepe is a  Martyr for Christ.   
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JAKARTA, Indonesia, October 20ðApproximately 700 students 

from Arastamar Evangelical Theological Seminary are facing eviction 

at the end of the month from a campground where Muslim protestors 

drove them last year.       

Education will end for      

students who have been    

living in 11 large tents and 

studying in the open air for 

more than a year.  Hundreds 

of  protestors shouting, 

ñAllah-Akbar [God is 

greater]ò and brandishing 

machetes forced the evacua-

tion of staff and students    

from their original campus in Kampung Pulo village in July of 2008.  

Urged on by announcements from a mosque loudspeaker to ñdrive out 

the  unwanted neighborò following a misunderstanding  between   

students and local residents, the protestors also had  sharpened     

bamboo and acid and injured at least 20 students, some seriously.  

Many of the students are ill from the poor living    conditions.  ñWhen 

it rains here, we sleep on water and mudò, said one of the students.  

Please pray that these students can find a permanent home and      

continue their  studies without further harassment.  

 

PAKISTANðAsia Bibiôs family is only one of three Christian   

families in a village of more than 1,500.  Asia works on the farm of a 

Muslim landowner and during work, many of 

the Muslim women had been pressuring Asia 

to renounce her Christian faith and accept 

Islam.  On June 19 the conversation became 

intense when Asia responded by telling the 

Muslim women that Christ died on the cross 

for our sins and asked them what Mohammed 

had done for them.  Upon hearing this the 

other women began to beat Asia.  Then some 

men came and locked Asia in a room,     

threatening to blacken her face and parade her 

through the village on a donkey.  Neighboring  

Christians called the police to help her, and she was taken to a local 

police station.  She is now being held on blasphemy charges because 

police are being pressured by local Muslim leaders.  On October 14, 

Asia appeared in court and had the opportunity to see her family for 

15 minutes.  Please pray for  Asiaôs release and for her family.   



 

International Day of Prayer 

For the Persecuted Church 

Sunday, November 8 
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Hunted 

Stoned  

Destitute 

Tortured 

Scum 

Homeless 

Refuse 

Buffeted 

  

Reviled 

Persecuted 

A spectacle 

Chained 

Slandered 

Cast down 

Afflicted 

Left for dead 

 

This is My Body 
Poured out 

Broken 

From the International Christian Concern 
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My angel to    

testify to you 

these things for 

the churches.  I 

am the root and 

the descendent 

of David,  the 

bright morning 

RS@Q-» 

Revelation 22:16  


