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MBC Mission Statement: To glorify God by proclaiming the
excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of
salvation in Him.

MBC Vision Statement: To be a Spirifilled church,
passionate in our pursuit of knowing and
glorious presence and make His presence known to others by
ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people
glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pssst! It's
Mom’ 5 special
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Past or 68 A Message €rom Pastor John 3

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist

Church:

AThen some children were brought to Hi:1
might lay hands on them and pray, and the disciples

rebuked t hem. But Jesus said, OLet the

and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the

Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as t
laying His hands on them, He departed from

t h e rMatthéw 19:1315)

Since Easter Sunday, the nursery age children have
been joining us for the worship and praise portion of
our Sunday morning worship services. As has been
previously stated, the reason for this is to help children
become accustomed to being involved in the worship of
the Lord. During this time, our goal as a congregation
is to model for children worship that is an expression of
our appreciation for His presence in our life. We want
to be intentional in encouraging families to worship
together, and we want to include children in the
worship experience since they are such an important
part of our church life together. We hope that the Lord
will use the time to instill within children a desire to
worship Him. Babies to 5 years old are dismissed
sometime after the worship and praise portion of the
service and at that time, they attend a structured time of
Bible story, prayer and other activities geared for their
age group. We are thankful for Kelly Torres
organizing and restructuring the nursery activities and
for all those who serve in this ministry to children and
to their parents.

Continued on next page¢éé.
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This will be a time of adjustment for our entire

congregation as the children get accustomed to being

with us in worship. Please pray for the parents,

grandparents, and caregivers of these precious little

ones as they seek to work with them and model for

them their own hunger and desire for
presence in worship. Please be sympathetic and

understanding of the fact that these little ones come

from a vast array of different family s
not in attitude or action hinder any of them from this

opportunity to come to the Lord in worship. If it is a

bit noisy or distracting at times please be patient with

the children as our Lord was, and please be supportive

of the parents in this endeavor. Worship is a time for

us to come together in unity as a Church expressing our

common love and adoration for our Lord. May the

Lord be pleased with our worship and with our attitude

of love and unity for one another and especially for

these precious little ones and their families.

In Appreciation of the Body of Christ,
Pastor John

Jesus said, "Let the little childreniy
come to me, and do not hindes
them for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.”

» Matthew 19:14

HEARTLIGHT http:/ /www.heartlight.org @ 2002, Ben Steed.



Update from the Vision Development Team
By Pastor John

Members present: Michael Schwartz, Frank Pramuka, Jeanne
Pramuka, Pastor John, and Lauren Lounsbury. Monica

Pramuka was absent. Also in attendance were Pastor Tony
and Amy Schwartz.

The Vision Development Team has been praying about
whom the Lord would call to be responsible for collection
and cataloging of music and who would ultimately select
such music to be incorporated into Sunday Morning Worship
on a weekly basis. Amy Schwartz, with the assistance of her
husband Michael, has been cataloguing a resource of praise
and worship music that fits our vision for music; namely
music that ministers to the heart of God by speaking directly
to him of our love, appreciation, and of our hunger and
desire for Hi m. ABl ockso of praise and wo
tape/CD will be incorporated in our Sunday morning worship
services beginning Sunday, April 26. We also hope to be
able to project the words of the choruses onto a screen via a
computer at that time.

At this meeting we also listened to various renditions of the

same praise and worship music and we agreec
or formato of music that best fits our <chur
to fulfill our vision and to draw people into the praise and

worship of the Lord.

If you have any ideas about how to implement the vision of
the Church as it relates to worship ministry, please feel free
to speak to Pastor John, Pastor Tony or one of the other
members of the Vision Development Team. We welcome
any input or feedback that people would like to offer. Our
next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 10 at 5 p.m.



May Calendar 6

Fri. 1 Isa. 29:14
Sat. 2 | 6:00 pnd Potluck Dinner to celebrate new members Ps. 37:4
Sun. 3 |9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
12:30 pnd Quarterly Business Meeting
6:00 pn® Corporate Prayer 2 Sam. 22:3
Mon. 4 | 7:00 pn® Bible Study- A A Hel pf ul & Prac|tical Look at
Book of Actso Luke 6:38
Tues. 5 1700pnmd Study in the Book of Romans at the To
1 Cor. 6:11
Wed. 6 | 6:00 pnd Fellowship Ps. 71:20
Thurs. |7 | 10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Di sci pl ed®s Prlayer Life
Rom. 4:21
Fri. 8 Isa. 50:10
Sat. 9 Rom. 8:11
Sun. 10| 9:45 and Christian Education for all Age ettt 02ty
11:00 and Worship Mother’s Day
5:00 pnd Vision Development Team Meeting
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer Ps. 34:10
Mon 11| 7:00 pn® Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Pracftical Look at
of Actso 1Jn. 5:13
Tues. 121 700pm St udy i n the Book of Romans at the To
Matt. 5:3
Wed. 13 John 4:36
Thurs. 14110:00 and Ladies Bible Study 0 Di sci pl e@®s Prpapyer Life
Heb. 7:25
Fri. 15 Heb. 6:1314
Please submit June ministry events to Monica Pramuka by May 22
Scripture readings are fr omthbmessageisWi | ker sonds Pr
iFear not, for God has promised to preserve thos



Sat. 16 1 Cor. 10:13
Sun. |17 |9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer John 10:10
Mon. |18 | 7:00 pn®d Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Pr acq
Book of Actso Joel 2:27
Tues. [19 [ 7200pn®d St udy in the Book of R(
John 6:35
Wed. |20 Ps. 107:29
Thurs. |21 | 10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Di sci pl e ®s P
Rom. 8:33
Fri 22 Isa. 48:17]
Sat. 23 Isa. 65:24
Sun. |24 |9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer Ps. 142:13
Mon. |25 | 7:00 pn® Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Pr aq
Book of Actsbo Ps. 37:6
Tues. |26 [ 7200pn®d St udy in the Book of R(
Matt. 10:32
Wed. |27 Jas. 1:5
Thurs. [ 28 |10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Di sci pl e @®s Pr
Rom. 5:10)
Fri. 29 Ps. 103:1314
Sat. 30 1 Pet. 1:25
Sun. |31 |9:45 and Christian Education for all ages

11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer 1Jdn. 2:17
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MINISTRY UPDATES 8

URGENT!

Financial Secretary and Counterg
neededéé. please| see Pastor John
or Al Pizzolorusso for mor
information

1%

Food Pantry — —q

[

Please continue to remember those less fortulhate

than ourselves by depositing food items for thgse

in need in the ﬁtreargure chesto . C

[
[

soups/stews with meat, biscuit mixes, muffin
mixes, pasta, canned fruit and vegetables, juices,
and other noperishable foods are welcomed.
Also needed are personal care items such] as
laundry detergent , toothpaste, and so on. I

b o 0o o o 0 = == = = = = = ]

o 03 g

I nformati on pl easeé.

If anyone would like to contribute to this
newsl etter, iThe Morjning Staro, pl ease cont a
Monica at Pramuka26@charter.net.
Ministry needs, praises, prayer requests, items for
the calendar, upcoming events of interest, [and
brief articles are always welcomed, as are your
thoughts as to how we can improve this minigtry
in order to keep you more informed.

|ltds That Ti me-5 Againeé.

VBS will be here again before we know it ang
itds time to begin pflanningé..please
Torres or Pastor John if the Lord is leading ypu
to join in the planning phases or any other
aspect of VBS. Let 6ls make this the
ever!




A LOOK BACK & Study Notes

Pastor Tony Mazza March 18, 2007
Scripture: 1 Peter 4:1219
These verses aran exhortation to sufferingThe suffering herein
referred to is not natural suffering such as from losses, sickness, etc.
The suffering here referred to comes from the following:
e Suffering by living a life of setfeniab an obedient,
surrendered life in the midst of unbelievers
e Suffering by way of our servideat can be costly and painful
because we have to give things up
e Suffering by way of direct persecutibphysical, material,
verbal
The themef these passagesisn the light of suffering, remember
the second coming of Christ. 5\we are so s piritual

Iy mpoverish
not experience much su er

i
ff

ing for
Invs. 12 the tel Dietrich Bonhoeffer
means to firef
placed into the fire to burn out impurities.

donot b & yos Islmuldk exdect suffering. If we live

righteously, we will suffer, for righteousness sake. (tefPeter 3:13

Do not be fearful of what is happening to gothis is key your

initial reaction has lot to do with how you respdngou should

know you wi | suffer, now respond accordingly.
not ready to suffer, Lord. o Be ready.

In vs. 13 we are told to rejoice in our suffering, as we partake of

Christdéds suffering. APartakedo is a verb formn
Akoi noniad, which means Acommunityod or Afell ow
sharing of C hYou seprésent Ghusft methrai n g .

suffering . Vs. 148 we are reproached (insulted, reviled, ill treéted

ref. Isaiah 53 - for the name of Chriét a good will come of it and

Christ is glorified. Our usual response is to fight back, but we are to

rejoice and be happy, because we are fAblessedo
fifortunate stathed ngro.a fAstate of well

When we suffer as Christians, this glorifies Ged. (1§ . ltdéds not

aboutméi t 6s about God being glorified. Let not
detected in you. Suffering in obedience is the will of Gesl (9 -

this gives us a sense of meardinig not just a fluke or accidedtit is

His will.

Continued on next pageé..
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A LOOK BACK ...continued

Commit your soul - entrust your soul (like placing in a

safedeposit box) to His care. I f you believe
you will entrust your soul to Him. If you do not believe that,
you wi ||l get al | caug-hthisisup i n the flesh an

when it all breaks down. As a proof of your faith, entrust

)éooudr soul 51t is not why some do suffer, but wh
' sufferao

The farther away from Christ we are, the harder it will be to

take suffering. When suffering comes, we will be able to

respond rightly if we stay close to the Lord. The purpose of

the churchdés suffering wildl be to separate
the unbeliever (s. 1718) - the wheat from the tares
(ref. Matthew 13:2520) . There will be no fin betweenbo

fence sitting. He will have a church without spot or wrinkle
or blemish (ref.Ephesians %. Suffering will purify His
church. We must separate from the world as we ready

ourselves fo

€hat BT rof that s
I'l of God | eads to @Y or God an

Warren Wiersbe

Do not mi srepresent Me when you suffer.
somet hing Jesus might say to us, t
you. o Prepare to suffer for doing good fo
(vs. 19.
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TASTY MORSELS®
Sermon Excerpts
AThe Ol d Torn Curtain & The
New Living Wayo
Michael Schwarz Good Friday

that the Lordis good- | Exodus 26:36B4 and2 Chronicles
gives us a picture of the meaning
of the curtain. Only the High
Priest could enter the holy of holies and then only through the blood of
sacrificed animal® the Priest had to be purified and he made atonement
for himself and all/l others before entering. !
the curtain?

Resuldt he curtain was a result of our Sin. You
presence with sih sinful people cannot come into the  presence of
God.

Reminderd the curtain was a reminder of our sin. The priest goes in to
the temple and burns a sacrifice every dlggt that curtain remains
between the priest and God. They are on that side of the éurtain
knowing that God is on the other side.

Representatior® the curtain was a representation of our sin. What is it
that separates us from God? Our sin. The curtain was a constant
reminder of being separated from God as a result of sin.

You cannot have a relationship with God if something is in the way.

The curtain needs to be done away with. Any problem you have is
directly related to sin. God has a way of dealing witfsinT he wage s
of si n Romang &28 tnlother Words, what you earn for sin is

death. This is how God deals with&ille destroys & He hates sin.

The temple sacrifices are an exandplei n i s Aput ono the ani mal an
the animal is destroyed. Without the shedding of blood, there is no

forgivenesslebrews 9:22).Blood is the lifeforce. The blood of bulls

and goats canndibke awaysins Hebrews 10:% The  sacrificial

system was only a fApictureo of how God deal s
take care of the sin. This was an example of hovshwildbe treated

by the Lord. Day after day, year after y@all those sacrifices all

that shed bloodl and the curtain was still standiidhe sin was still not

dealt with.

Continued on next page¢éeé.
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AThe Ol d Torn Curtain & The New Living Wayo c

Why was the curtain torn at the ti
needed. Jesus dahm ID:30. fiHedestructonof i ni s h
sin is why Jesus camethrough His flesh, through the veil/curtain
(Hebrews 10:2 Death is how sin is dealt with. He came assallt

of sin. Jesus also came aseminder of sin John 16:89). He came

as arepresentationofsno 0 é . He made Hi m who knew no sin to
Si né. 0 2Corinthians 5:2) (

of Jesu

me
ed! d (

The old representative was no longer needed. This was not just a

A pi c titumaseGod actually dealing with sin. All the wrath towards

manés sin was poured out on His Son. Christd
take care of all sin for all tinfethe curtain was no longer needed. |

wonder...what happened the next day when the priest came in and saw

the curtain torn?

Application of Truth for the BelieverGood news! We have access to

Godbwebre cleansed and we have a relationship
can enter into the very place that only the high priest was able to enter.

In fact, God actually enters into us! We can go before the Lord any

tmeweward 0. . . we can confidently enter the holy i
of J e sHelwedv® 10:(19). In Hebrews 10:20 t he word FfAnewo

means Afreshly sl aughteredo and t he wor d
Aconti nududolryevleirwi.ng Hi s mercies are new eve
(Lamentations 3:223) So, | et us Idebraws 10289 r é é . (

But God demonstrates His own love toward U
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Romans 5:8

Application of Truth for the
Unbeliever: Had Aaron
not made atonement for

himself, he would have

died if he had entered through the curtdieviticus 1¢. If the high

priest would have died, who do you think you are? The curtain is

goné it will be you and your Godl no curtain to separatethere will

be no one to t akdeHe Gilbmbdr sut Hisrwaathlon f or y ou

you | i ke nothing youdbve =ever seen. You, hav
yourself, will burn. The Lord delays His judgment, but for how long?

You are actually in worse standing before the Lord now than when you

walked through the doors of this chuécbecause you have heard the

Truth and rejected itHebrews 10:2€31). It is a fearful thing to fall

into the hands of the Living Godg .We implore you on

iChristos biehalf, be
ireconciled to God.  :
2 Corinthians 5:20:



Missions Moment 13

A MESSAGE FROM BILL & KATHY MARTIN
DAKAR, SENEGAL, WEST AFRICA

Il tds not a_ _sprimhatdédds 6a apmaasé hbhat one of
coll eagues has said to us numerous ti mes in t
been here in Senegal. All the preparation, sup@ising, and language

learning we did could be likened to the training a marathon runner does,

before the race even begins. Arriving on the field was like hearing the

starting gun go off. Now that we are finally here, we have often found

ourselves anxious to be further down the road
sprint, itdéds a marat hon. And i f one compares
to a marathon, the Boston Marathon, for example, we would probably

just be passing Frankland Road, with mile marker 1 still ahead of us. We

are (quite obviously!) not marathon runners, but we know enough about

running to know that an athlete who runs as fast as he can in the first mile

will not end the race well. You have to pace yourself to go the distance.

While we are anxious to be fully involved in ministry activities, we have

to remind ourselves that we have been advised to focus on three initial

priorities: 1) continuing language and culture learning, 2) developing

relationships, and 3) ensuring that our family is adjusting well here. We

have made strides in all these areas, but there is work yet to do. Please

pray that we would pace ourselves, and remain in step with the Holy

Spirit. We donét want to burn ourselves out
More than anything, we want to finish well.

i And

| us run with endurance the race that
eyes on

et
Jesus, the aut Hedrewsd2®®) perfecter of our

Itis the dry seasonin West Afrida¢ hey haveno6t had rain since Oct
And upon hearing the call/l to prayer 5 times p
reminded that they are Aliving in a spiritual

l'iving water is very scarceo as wel . Pray t
peoples of Senegal...that they might glorify the one true God, our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Contact information for the Martin family:

Mail: William Martin Website:
BP 29872 Www. martinsvoyage.com
DakarY off Photos:
Senegal www.martinsvoyage.shutterfly.com
E-mail:
Phone: (508) 613045 martinhokies@gmail.com

See photos on next pageé.



Continued from previous pageléﬁé.

I
The Martin Family
Bill, Kathy, Will, Sam, Caleb, and Anna

Easter Sunrise Service
at Dakar Academy began at 6:30 am

The Martinds spent Easter with Dorcas and
her family. Dorcas is seated in front.



