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MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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If you would like to contribute information regarding MBC 

Ministries, please e-mail photos, notes, prayer requests and 

praises to Monica Pramuka at Pramuka26@charter.net 



3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist 

Church: 

 

ñThen some children were brought to Him so that He 

might lay hands on them and pray, and the disciples 

rebuked them.  But Jesus said, óLet the children alone, 

and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the 

Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.ô  After 

laying His hands on them, He departed from 

there.ò (Matthew 19:13-15) 

 

Since Easter Sunday, the nursery age children have 

been joining us for the worship and praise portion of 

our Sunday morning worship services.  As has been 

previously stated, the reason for this is to help children 

become accustomed to being involved in the worship of 

the Lord.  During this time, our goal as a congregation 

is to model for children worship that is an expression of 

our appreciation for His presence in our life.  We want 

to be intentional in encouraging families to worship 

together, and we want to include children in the      

worship experience since they are such an important 

part of our church life together.  We hope that the Lord 

will use the time to instill within children a desire to 

worship Him.  Babies to 5 years old are dismissed 

sometime after the worship and praise portion of the 

service and at that time, they attend a structured time of 

Bible story, prayer and other activities geared for their 

age group.  We are thankful for Kelly Torres            

organizing and restructuring the nursery activities and 

for all those who serve in this ministry to children and 

to their parents.   
 

Continued on next pageéé. 
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This will be a time of  adjustment for our entire       

congregation as the children get accustomed to being 

with us in worship.  Please pray for the parents,    

grandparents, and caregivers of these precious little 

ones as they seek to work with them and model for 

them their own hunger and desire for the Lordôs     

presence in worship.  Please be sympathetic and      

understanding of the fact that these little ones come 

from a vast array of different family situations and letôs 

not in attitude or action hinder any of them from this 

opportunity to come to the Lord in worship.  If it is a 

bit noisy or distracting at times please be patient with 

the children as our Lord was, and please be supportive 

of the  parents in this endeavor.  Worship is a time for 

us to come together in unity as a Church expressing our 

common love and adoration for our Lord.  May the 

Lord be pleased with our worship and with our attitude 

of love and unity for one another and especially for 

these precious little ones and their families. 

 

In Appreciation of the Body of Christ, 

 

Pastor John 
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Update from the Vision Development Team 

By Pastor John 

 

Members present: Michael Schwartz, Frank Pramuka, Jeanne 

Pramuka, Pastor John, and Lauren Lounsbury. Monica    

Pramuka was absent.  Also in attendance were Pastor Tony 

and Amy Schwartz. 

 

The Vision Development Team has been praying about 

whom the Lord would call to be responsible for collection 

and cataloging of music and who would ultimately select 

such music to be incorporated into Sunday Morning Worship 

on a weekly basis.  Amy Schwartz, with the assistance of her 

husband Michael, has been cataloguing a resource of praise 

and worship music that fits our vision for music; namely 

music that ministers to the heart of God by speaking directly 

to him of our love, appreciation, and of our hunger and    

desire for Him.  ñBlocksò of praise and worship music via 

tape/CD will be incorporated in our Sunday morning worship 

services beginning Sunday, April 26.  We also hope to be 

able to  project the words of the choruses onto a screen via a       

computer at that time. 

 

At this meeting we also listened to various renditions of the 

same praise and worship music and we agreed on the ñtype 

or formatò of music that best fits our church and will help us 

to fulfill our vision and to draw people into the praise and 

worship of the Lord. 

 

If you have any ideas about how to implement the vision of 

the Church as it relates to worship ministry, please feel free 

to speak to Pastor John, Pastor Tony or one of the other 

members of the Vision Development Team.  We welcome 

any input or feedback that people would like to offer.  Our 

next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 10 at 5 p.m. 



May Calendar  
6 

Fri.  1                                                                                             Isa. 29:14 

Sat. 2  6:00 pmðPotluck Dinner to celebrate new members         Ps. 37:4                                                                                                         

Sun. 3 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

12:30 pmðQuarterly Business Meeting 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                            2 Sam. 22:3                                                                                        

Mon. 4   7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                     Luke 6:38                                                                                                                                                                      

Tues. 5  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                          1 Cor. 6:11  

Wed. 6  6:00 pmðFellowship                                                         Ps. 71:20                                                                                              

Thurs. 7  10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò   

                                                                                            Rom. 4:21                                                                                                                           

                                                             

Fri.  8                                                                                             Isa. 50:10 

Sat. 9                                                                                            Rom. 8:11  

Sun. 10  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

5:00 pmðVision Development Team Meeting 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                               Ps. 34:10                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Mon 11  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                               1 Jn. 5:13 

Tues. 12  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                             Matt. 5:3 

Wed. 13                                                                                             John 4:36 

Thurs. 14 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò       

                                                                                            Heb. 7:25 

Fri.  15                                                                                        Heb. 6:13-14  

Scripture readings are from David Wilkersonôs Promise Calendarðthe message is, 

ñFear not, for God has promised to preserve those who fully trust in Himò.   

 

Please submit June ministry events to Monica Pramuka  by May 22 



 

Sat. 16                                                                                      1 Cor. 10:13  

Sun. 17 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                           John 10:10 

Mon. 18  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                    Joel 2:27 

Tues. 19  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                          John 6:35  

Wed. 20                                                                                         Ps. 107:29  

Thurs. 21  10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò   

                                                                                         Rom. 8:33 

Fri  22                                                                                           Isa. 48:17               

Sat. 23                                                                                           Isa. 65:24  

Sun. 24 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                          Ps. 142:1-3 

Mon. 25  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                     Ps. 37:6 

Tues. 26  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                       Matt. 10:32  

Wed. 27                                                                                              Jas. 1:5  

Thurs. 28 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                                                  

                                                                                         Rom. 5:10 

Fri.  29                                                                                    Ps. 103:13-14  

Sat. 30                                                                                         1 Pet. 1:25                                                                                           

Sun. 31 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                            1 Jn. 2:17 
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MINISTRY UPDATES  8 

         

Financial Secretary and Counters 

neededéé.please see Pastor John 

or Al Pizzolorusso for more        

information 

URGENT!  

Please continue to remember those less fortunate 

than ourselves by depositing food items for those 

in need in the ñtreasure chestò .  Canned meat, 

soups/stews with meat, biscuit mixes, muffin 

mixes, pasta, canned fruit and vegetables, juices, 

and other non-perishable foods are welcomed.   

Also needed are personal care items such as 

laundry detergent , toothpaste, and so on. 

 

If anyone would like to contribute to this     

newsletter, ñThe Morning Starò, please contact 

Monica at Pramuka26@charter.net.    

Ministry needs, praises, prayer requests, items for 

the calendar, upcoming events of interest, and 

brief articles are always welcomed, as are your 

thoughts as to how we can improve this ministry 

in order to keep you more informed.   

Information, pleaseé. 

Food Pantry 

 

VBS will be here again before we know it and 

itôs time to begin planningé..please see Kelly 

Torres or Pastor John if the Lord is leading you 

to join in the planning phases or any other    

aspect of VBS.  Letôs make this the best VBS 

ever! 

Itôs That Time Againé. 
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A LOOK BACK ðStudy Notes 

Pastor Tony MazzaðMarch 18, 2007 

Scripture:  1 Peter 4:12-19 

These verses are an exhortation to suffering. The suffering herein 

referred to is not natural suffering such as from losses, sickness, etc.  

The suffering here referred to comes from the following: 

Suffering by living a life of self-denialðan obedient,             

surrendered life in the midst of unbelievers 

Suffering by way of our serviceðit can be costly and painful 

because we have to give things up 

Suffering by way of direct persecutionðphysical, material,   

verbal 

 The theme of these passages isðin the light of suffering, remember 

the second coming of Christ.   

 

In vs. 12, the term ñto tryò 

means to ñrefineò as metals are 

placed into the fire to burn out impurities.  ñDo not think it strangeò - 

donôt be shockedðyou should expect suffering.  If we live         

righteously, we will suffer, for righteousness sake. (ref. 1 Peter 3:14)  

Do not be fearful of what is happening to youðthis is key, your  

initial reaction has lot  to do with how you respondðyou should 

know you will suffer, now respond accordingly.  We say, ñBut, Iôm 

not ready to suffer, Lord.ò  Be ready.   

 

In vs. 13, we are told to rejoice in our suffering, as we partake of 

Christôs suffering.  ñPartakeò is a verb form of the Greek word 

ñkoinoniaò, which means ñcommunityò or ñfellowshipò.  Oneness in 

sharing of  Christôs suffering.  You represent Christ in that           

suffering .  Vs. 14ðwe are reproached (insulted, reviled, ill treatedð

ref. Isaiah 53) - for the name of Christða good will come of it and 

Christ is glorified.  Our usual response is to fight back, but we are to 

rejoice and be happy, because we are ñblessedò, meaning to be in a 

ñfortunate stateò or a ñstate of well-beingò.  

 

 When we suffer as Christians, this glorifies God (vs. 16).  Itôs not 

about meðitôs about God being glorified.  Let not any shame be 

detected in you.  Suffering in obedience is the will of God (vs. 19) - 

this gives us a sense of meaningðit not just a fluke or accidentðit is 

His will.   

 

Continued on next pageé.. 

ñWe are so spiritually impoverished that we do 

not experience much suffering for Christò 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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A LOOK BACK ...continued  

Commit your soul  - entrust your soul (like placing in a    

safe-deposit box) to His care.  If you believe it is Godôs will, 

you will entrust your soul to Him.  If you do not believe that, 

you will get all caught up in the flesh and ñselfò - this is 

when it all breaks down.  As a proof of your faith, entrust 

your soul to 

God.   

 

The farther away from Christ we are, the harder it will be to 

take suffering.  When suffering comes, we will be able to 

respond rightly if we stay close to the Lord.  The purpose of 

the churchôs suffering will be to separate the believer from 

the unbeliever (vs. 17-18) - the wheat from the tares         

(ref. Matthew 13:25-20).  There will be no ñin betweenò or 

fence sitting.  He will have a church without spot or wrinkle 

or blemish (ref. Ephesians 5). Suffering will purify His 

church.  We must separate from the world as we ready     

ourselves for 

what is to 

come.    

 

ñDo not misrepresent Me when you suffer.ò would be   

something Jesus might say to us, òI want them to see Me in 

you.ò  Prepare to suffer for doing good for His Nameôs sake 

(vs. 19).   

ñIt is not why some do suffer, but why some do not 

sufferò                                       C.S. Lewis 

ñCalvary is the greatest proof that suffering in the 

will of God leads to glory for God and for us.ò  

Warren Wiersbe 
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TASTY MORSELSð

Sermon Excerpts 
ñThe Old Torn Curtain & The 

New Living Wayò 

Michael SchwartzðGood Friday 

 

Exodus 26:30-34 and 2 Chronicles 

gives us a picture of the meaning 

of the curtain.  Only the High 

Priest could enter the holy of holies and then only through the blood of 

sacrificed animalsðthe Priest had to be purified and he made atonement 

for himself and all others before entering.  What was Godôs purpose for 

the curtain?   

 

Resultðthe curtain was a result of our sin.  You cannot enter Godôs 

presence with sinðsinful people cannot come into the    presence of 

God.   

Reminderðthe curtain was a reminder of our sin.  The priest goes in to 

the temple and burns a sacrifice every dayðyet that curtain remains 

between the priest and God.  They are on that side of the curtainð

knowing that God is on the other side. 

Representationðthe curtain was a representation of our sin.  What is it 

that separates us from God?  Our sin.  The curtain was a constant      

reminder of being separated from God as a result of sin. 

 

You cannot have a relationship with God if something is in the way.  

The curtain needs to be done away with.  Any problem you have is   

directly related to sin.  God has a way of dealing with sinðòThe wages 

of sin is deathò (Romans 6:23)  In other words, what you earn for sin is 

death.  This is how God deals with sinðHe destroys itðHe hates sin. 

 

The temple sacrifices are an exampleðsin is ñput onò the animal and 

the animal is destroyed. Without the shedding of blood, there is no   

forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22).  Blood is the life-force.  The blood of bulls 

and goats cannot take away sins (Hebrews 10:4).  The   sacrificial    

system was only a ñpictureò of how God deals with sin, but it did not 

take care of the sin.  This was an example of how we should be treated 

by the Lord.  Day after day, year after yearðall those sacrificesðall 

that shed bloodðand the curtain was still standingðthe sin was still not 

dealt with.   

 

Continued on next pageéé. 
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ñThe Old Torn Curtain & The New Living Wayò continuedé 

 

Why was the curtain torn at the time of Jesusô death?  It is no longer 

needed.  Jesus said, ñIt is finished!ò (John 19:30).  The destruction of 

sin is why Jesus cameðthrough His flesh, through the veil/curtain 

(Hebrews 10:20).  Death is how sin is dealt with.  He came as a result 

of sin.  Jesus also came as a reminder of sin (John 16:8-9).  He came 

as a representation of sinðòé.He made Him who knew no sin to be 

siné.ò              (2 Corinthians 5:21)   

 

The old representative was no longer needed.  This was not just a 

ñpictureò - it was God actually dealing with sin.  All the wrath towards 

manôs sin was poured out on His Son.  Christôs sacrifice was enough to 

take care of all sin for all timeðthe curtain was no longer needed.  I 

wonder...what happened the next day when the priest came in and saw 

the curtain torn?   

 

Application of Truth for the Believer:  Good news!  We have  access to 

Godðweôre cleansed and we have a relationship with the Creator.  We 

can enter into the very place that only the high priest was able to enter.  

In fact, God actually enters into us!  We can go before the Lord any 

time we wantðò...we can confidently enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesuséò (Hebrews 10:19).  In Hebrews 10:20, the word ñnewò 

means ñfreshly slaughteredò and the word ñlivingò means 

ñcontinuously livingðforeverò.  His  mercies are new every morning 

(Lamentations 3:22-23)  So, let us draw nearéé. (Hebrews 10:21-25) 

 

Application of Truth for the 

Unbeliever:  Had Aaron 

not made atonement for 

himself, he would have 

died if he had entered through the curtain (Leviticus 16).  If the high 

priest would have died, who do you think you are?  The curtain is 

goneðit will be you and your Godðno curtain to separateðthere will 

be no one to take Godôs wrath for youðHe will pour out His wrath on 

you like nothing youôve ever seen.  You, having no substitution for 

yourself, will burn.  The Lord delays His judgment, but for how long?  

You are actually in worse standing before the Lord now than when you 

walked through the doors of this churchðbecause you have heard the 

Truth and rejected it (Hebrews 10:26-31).  It is a fearful thing to fall 

into the hands of the Living God.   

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 

in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.                                       Romans 5:8 

...We implore you on 

Christôs behalf, be        

reconciled to God. 

      2 Corinthians 5:20 



13 Missions Moment 

A MESSAGE FROM BILL & KATHY MARTIN  

DAKAR, SENEGAL, WEST AFRICA  

 

Itôs not a sprint, itôs a marathon  Thatôs a  phrase that one of our       

colleagues has said to us numerous times  in the eight months that weôve 

been here in Senegal.  All the preparation, support-raising, and language 

learning we did could be likened to the training a marathon runner does, 

before the race even begins.  Arriving on the field was like hearing the 

starting gun go off.  Now that we are finally here, we have often found 

ourselves anxious to be further down the road than we are.  But itôs not a 

sprint, itôs a marathon.  And if one compares our missionary experience 

to a marathon, the Boston Marathon, for example, we would probably 

just be passing Frankland Road, with mile marker 1 still ahead of us.  We 

are (quite obviously!) not marathon runners, but we know enough about 

running to know that an athlete who runs as fast as he can in the first mile 

will not end the race well.  You have to pace yourself to go the distance.  

While we are anxious to be fully involved in ministry activities, we have 

to remind ourselves that we have been advised to focus on three initial 

priorities:  1)  continuing language and culture learning, 2) developing 

relationships, and 3) ensuring that our family is adjusting well here.  We 

have made strides in all these areas, but there is work yet to do.  Please 

pray that we would pace ourselves, and remain in step with the Holy 

Spirit.  We donôt want to burn ourselves out on the first mile or two.  

More than anything, we want to finish well.   

 

ñ And let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our 

eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.ò  (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 

 

It is the dry season in West Africaðthey havenôt had rain since October.  

And upon hearing the call to prayer 5 times per day, the Martinôs are  

reminded that they are ñliving in a spiritual wilderness, a desert where 

living water is very scarceò as well.  Pray the Martinôs can reach the   

peoples of Senegal...that they might glorify the one true God, our Lord 

Jesus Christ.   

 

Contact information for the Martin family: 

Mail:  William Martin 

           BP 29872 

           Dakar-Yoff  

           Senegal 

 

Phone:  (508) 613-9045 

Website:   

www. martinsvoyage.com 

Photos: 

www.martinsvoyage.shutterfly.com 

E-mail:   

martinhokies@gmail.com 

See photos on next pageé... 
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The Martin Family  

Bill, Kathy, Will, Sam, Caleb, and Anna 

Easter Sunrise Service  

at Dakar Academy began at 6:30 am 

The Martinôs spent Easter with Dorcas and 

her family.  Dorcas is seated in front. 

Continued from previous pageéé. 


