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Pastor’s Corner—A Message from Pastor John 3

TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH,

The Bible says, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” (Matthew
16:18)

The entire church needs to be aggressively involved in the work of the Lord. It
is the ministry of all the saints, not just a few leaders, to carry out the work of
the ministry. Tony and | believe that God is desirous of building a unified
church. We are praying for and seeking the Spirit’s leading as to how He
would have us, as pastors, try to facilitate the building of a unified church.
One of the things Tony and | are actively doing right now is looking at our
constitution and seeking the Lord’s leading as to changes that He would have
us make that would more fully reflect the scriptures and who we are as a
church. So what is God to doing? He is fitting us and knitting us all together
(Ephesians 4:14 - 16) . As the Lord is fitting us and knitting us together we all
have spiritual gifts and a ministry in the body (1 Corinthians 12:14-18). There
are no lesser parts or unimportant parts of the body. We need each other.

The Bible says, “...for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of faith; and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the
stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12-13)

It is a beautiful thing when the body of Christ together develops more and
more into the fullness of Christ. In the original, the word “fullness” speaks of
the body of believers being filled with the presence, the power and the riches
of Christ. Oh how I long for that to happen in your life and in my life and in
our church. When that happens, Jesus will truly be building His church and all
that this means! We want the fullness of Christ in our lives, don’t we church?
We want as much of Christ’s fullness that we can have this side of the grave.
We want the Spirit of the living Christ to fill His church. What would that
look like? It will look like saints being equipped for the work of service and
people growing in Christ, people being called to ministry. It will be a church
operating under the influence and empowerment of the Holy Spirit. It will be a
church actively reaching out to its community, ministering to the needs of the
whole person so that all people would become glad worshipers of Christ. It
will be a praying and giving church. It will be a church where spiritual leaders
will be raised up. It will be a church where we see people being saved. It will
be a church that is committed to missions and spreading a passion for the
Glory of Christ around the world. It will be a church loving one another!

Continued on next page....



The Bible says, “They were continually devoting themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and
signs were taking place through the apostles. And all those who had
believed were together and had all things in common; and they began
selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all,
as anyone might have need. Day by day continuing with one mind in
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking
their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their
number day by day those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47)

May the Lord build His church for His name sake and for His Glory!
Pastor John

EIGHT PRINCIPALS FOR AN AMBASSADOR OF CHRIST

An excerpt from “Instruments in the Redeemers Hands” by Paul Tripp

Truth #1. We need God and his truth to live as we were meant to live
(Gen 1:26; John 17:17; 2 Tim 3:16-17; Heb 4:12). We need to forsake any
delusion of autonomy or self-sufficiency. We cannot figure life out on our own
nor do what God calls us to do. Our utter dependence on the Lord is not rooted
in the Fall, but in our humanity. We were created to worship the Lord and
depend on Him.

Truth #2. Each of us has been called by God to be his instruments of change
in the lives of others, beginning with our families and the church (Eph 4:11-
16; Col 3:9-17). Ministry is not an activity that takes place outside our primary
relationships. Rather, God intends to use us in these relationships as he does
his redemptive work.

Truth #3. Our behavior is rooted in the thoughts and motives of our hearts to
express themselves in words and actions (Jer 17:9; Prov 4:23; Mat 23:25;
Mark 7:20-23; Luke 6:43-45; James 4:1-10). Without denying the sad realities
of suffering and being sinned against, we must reject any view of human
behavior that forgets the heart. Instead, we affirm that God changes people's
lives as his grace transforms their hearts. Thus, in personal ministry, no
matter what the difficulty, the heart is always our target.

Truth #4. Christ has called us to be his ambassadors following his message,
methods and character (2 Cor 5:14-21). Our calling allows us to represent the
Lord of the universe to people around us! God is taking lost, confused, dis-
couraged, rebellious, and self-absorbed people and making them into people
who are empowered by his grace and motivated by his glory. Nothing is more
important!



Truth #5. Being an instrument of change involves incarnating the love of Christ by
sharing in people's struggles, identifying with their suffering, and extending God's
grace as we call them to change (2 Cor 1:3-12). We should seek relationships that
are more than naturally fulfilling. We are to build relationships in which God's
work of personal transformation can thrive. We do this by sharing the love Christ
has poured out on us. We do it by coming to those who suffer as fellow sufferers
who offer God's comfort and compassion. And we do it by coming as sinners to
other sinners, extending to them the grace that has transformed our hearts - and can
do the same for others.

Truth #6. Being an instrument of changes means seeking to know people by
guarding against false assumptions, asking good questions, and interpreting
information in a distinctly biblical way (Prov 20:5; Gal 6: 1-5; Heb 4:14-16). We
cannot be content with casual relationships among God's people. We really want to
get to know people and discover where change is needed. We learn to ask questions
that cannot be answered without self-disclosure. And we filter everything we learn
about people through the grid of Scripture. Our goal is not only to know others
biblically, but to help them know themselves in the same way.

Truth #7. Being an instrument of change means speaking the truth in love. With
the gospel as our comfort and call, we can help people see themselves in God's
Word and lead them to repentance (Rom 8:1-17; Gal 6:1-2; James 1:22-25). When
we confront people with the truth, we want to be instruments of seeing and agents
of repentance. It is easier for people to see problems in people and situations than it
is to see them in ourselves. That is why we lovingly hold the Word of God before
them, so they can see themselves clearly and repent. Our prayer is that the words
we speak will expose and change their hearts as they respond to the comfort and
call of the gospel.

Truth #8. Being an instrument of change means helping people do what God calls
them to do by clarifying responsibility, offering loving accountability, and remind-
ing them of their identity in Christ (Phil 2:1-14; 2 Pet 1:3-9; 1 John 3:1-3; Gal 6:2).
We must not confuse insight with heart and life change. Acquiring biblical insight
is a necessary part of the process, but it is not, in itself, change. Change comes
when people identify the specific things God is calling them to do and begin doing
them by faith. We encourage this process by standing with people, offering the wis-
dom, guidance, and encouragement of biblical accountability. Lastly, we encourage
change by helping people live out of an accurate sense of their identity as the
children of God, with all the rights and privileges that this identity entails.



March Calendar

Mon. 1 |7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book
of Acts” at the Pramukas’
Tues. 2 | 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home
Wed. 3 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— “ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the ‘how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)
Thurs. |4 |10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”
Fri. 5
Sat. 6 |6:30 pm—~Movie Night at the Pramukas’ -“As We Forgive”
benefitting the “Living Bricks Campaign” in Rwanda
Teens and adults only please—not suitable for small children
Sun. 7 | 9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages
11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer
Mon. 8 |7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book
of Acts” at the Pramukas’
Tues. 9 [11:00 am—Woodside Outreach Bible Study
7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home
Wed. 10 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— ““ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the ‘how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)
Thurs. |11 ]10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”
Fri. 12
Sat. 13 | DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME begins Sunday at 2:00 am’
Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward 1 hour!!
Sun. 14 | 9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages
11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer
Mon. 15 | 7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book

of Acts” at the Pramukas’




Tues. 16 |7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home

Wed. 17 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— “ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the “how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)

Thurs. 18 |10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”

Fri. 19

Sat. 20

Sun. 21 |9:45 am—-Christian Education for all ages
11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer

Mon. 22 | 7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the
Book of Acts” at the Pramukas’

Tues. 23 | 11:00 am—Woodside Outreach Bible Study
7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home

Wed. 24 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— ““ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the ‘how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)

Thurs. 25 [10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”

Fri. 26

Sat. 27

sun. 28 | 9:45 am—<Christian Education for all ages
11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer

Mon. 29 | 7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the
Book of Acts” at the Pramukas’

Tues. 30 | 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home

Wed. 31 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer

7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— ““ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the “how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)

Please submit calendar items and events for March to Monica by March 20




MINISTRY UPDATES 8
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?I,/Z\ There is an INCREASED need for good healthy food such
as cereals (low sugar), canned meats, beans, biscuit and
muffin mixes, dried potatoes, rice, etc. Perishables such as
eggs and meat are accepted as well. Please contact Frank, Jeanne, Monica
or Mary Mazza before bringing in perishables.

CLEANING CREW....Many tasks for many abilities. Please
see Pastor John....and help to keep our church clean.

AN URGENT PRAYER

There are many in our church body who are struggling
financially. Please consider giving a little extra each week
to the Benevolent Fund. Just mark the bottom of the
check or place the cash in an envelope marked
“Benevolent Fund”. Grocery Store gift cards would be
helpful as well in aiding these families to put food on the
table. If one member of our body is hurting, we all hurt.
Has the Lord called you to minister to our brothers and
sisters in Christ in this way?

VISION DEVELOPMENT TEAM UPDATE
By Pastor John

The Vision Development Team is not meeting for the time being.

It has occurred to Pastor Tony and I that we need to review and make
changes to the constitution that will more fully reflect who we are as a
church before we can consider a name change for the church. Please pray
for Tony and | as we continue to modify the constitution to be a better
reflection of who we are Biblically and practically as the body of Christ.




A LOOK BACK—Study Notes

Ministry in the Book of Acts
Pastor Tony Mazza

Scripture: Acts 2
Prayer causes us to keep our eyes on the Lord. Prayer is not only talking to
God, but God speaking to us. This is critical—we must hear what He is
telling us.....listen. God also speaks to others through our prayer. As He is
praying through us, others hear it—that is ministering to someone who hears
our prayers. God speaks to us and through us. As we pray with someone (not
at them—this is not a soapbox or a time to preach) - we must ask the Lord to
help us to pray and trust God to pray through us as we pray for the person.
This may be the only witness we ever give that person.
Lord, use us to witness so that others may be saved, by whatever means you
see fit.
We bear witness in the power of the Holy Spirit through prayer. Our prayers
being the power of the Holy Spirit upon our witness of Christ. We need all
these together = the Word of God, Christ, the Holy Spirit and prayer.

Our witness is both subjective and objective.
Subjective: my personal experience of learned knowledge
Objective: learned knowledge (the Word of God), wisdom
What | learn and what | experience of God. The Word of God applied. Our
personal testimony is something Biblical about God—what God has done in
our lives and the lives of others.
Base whatever you say on God’s Word—Ilet God do the witnessing

As we said before, praying for someone is ministry. You are an example to
someone as you pray. The first century church in Acts knew if they continued
to pray, something would happen! Prayer was their means of “socializing”
and “fellowship” - it is why they congregated. Prayer builds intimate
relationships with each other and develops closeness, because prayer itself is
so intimate. Prayer also allows us to hear God before we move on
something....don’t do a thing until you hear from the Lord. Prayer also helps
us to understand other people. In Acts 2 we see they “prayed in one accord”,
which means unity. They were committed to unity—they would go through
“hell and high water” together—they worked at it, much like a marriage.

All looking to.......

Continued on next page.......
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A LOOK BACK ...continued

We are to support one another—help one another—bring each other along.
They took time with one another—in prayer, breaking of bread (meals),
service. Sacrificial giving of oneself for another.

In vs. 15-21 and 25-31, Scripture reference is used to explain experience.
This is what the Lord said would happen, and it did.....”This Scripture
relates to what Jesus did for me.”

Invs. 22-24 and 32—L.ift Jesus up! Always talk about Jesus Christ. Bring
them to Jesus!! Be Christ-centered and the rest will take care of itself.
We are too “needs” oriented today—when in actuality we are in need of
Christ alone. We should be offering others the life of Christ—nothing
without Jesus. He must have pre-eminence.

The simplicity of Christ. The Person of Christ is the focus of ministry.

Acts 2:42-47—Meeting both spiritual and physical needs of the body.
They loved to be with each other and as they spent time together (breaking
bread from house to house), they became intimately involved with each
others’ lives—needs would be made evident at these times and would then
be met. At these times, spiritual needs would be met as well—no one felt
alone or cut off.
How strong we would be if we all supported each other—we would feel
secure in knowing someone always “has our back”.

The church overcame the world, as opposed to today, where the world
generally overcomes the church. They had a growing enthusiasm for
Jesus Christ. Evangelism happened naturally—there were no crusades or
events—God was so with them that people noticed! They were living for
Christ!

Simplicity of heart—having a simple heart devoted to God—is very
attractive in these very complicated times.

“If you feel boxed in spiritually, perhaps it’s because you’ve experienced
what the Apostle Paul feared for the souls of some: “....your minds will
be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ” (2 Cor.
11:3) If you are looking less to Jesus and more to your own good deeds
and spirituality, you may have been led astray as well. Your spiritual life
has become burdensome and you are in the box of slavery to duties that
bring no joy. Refresh and ravish your soul with the love of Christ! Look
to Him to be the satisfaction of what God requires from you! ¢

David S. Whitney
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The Christian Life
February 21, 2010

that the Lorfis good,

Philippians 3:1-11

= In the simple statement Paul makes in
Phlllpplans 3:3 is the key to unlocking what is our inheritance in Christ that
many of us today may be missing. The central idea is Christians can worship
in the Spirit of God, glory in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh.
There is only one way we can live that way—we need to be anointed with the
spirit, indwelled with the Spirit and filled with the Spirit. All three of those are
in the Scriptures. Do we live that way? How can we live that way? Too many
of us either don’t understand it or are duped out of it.

You and I don’t have the capacity in and of ourselves to live this way. We
need the indwelling, anointing and filling of the Holy Spirit. In and of
ourselves, the flesh is just too strong.

What a glad and free way to live—to Worship God in the Spirit and rejoice in
Christ Jesus. We are so wrapped up in ourselves and our flesh that we are not
free to worship God and rejoice in Christ Jesus. In John 4:10-14 Jesus tells
the woman at the well about His Living Water—we need this Living Water in
a way that maybe we haven’t really experienced. Jesus is the one who gives
Living Water. As we surrender ourselves to Him and offer ourselves to Him
there is a welling up of this Living Water. If there is one thing we need as a
church and as followers of Christ that would solve all of our trials—financial,
interpersonal relationship, work related, parenting related—the answer is for
God’s people to be more owned and possessed by Him. We need to be
continuously filled with the Holy Spirit. If we, as a corporate body, were freed
of self, self-confidence, and the flesh, it would revolutionize our church, our
life, our witness, our giving, our praying, our ministering. Why? Because
heaven would come down and fill our soul. We could make our boast in Christ
Jesus.

A person who boasts in self is filled with pride—glorying in self. A person
will never come to Christ for salvation and forgiveness of sin if they stink with
pride—that’s fact, that’s a Biblical fact. The Holy Spirit will never own and
possess us if we stink with pride. The average person is most proud of
themselves.

Galatians 6:14—may we never boast except in the cross of our Lord, Jesus
Christ....... by whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.
What do you boast in?

Continued on next page......



Taste and See...continued 12

We need the life of Christ to more fully own and inhabit us. This a whole
other realm of living. We are so used to putting confidence in the flesh—
you got a problem? You fix it! Financial problem? You fix it! We
reason all these things out and try to deal with them. But God’s people
have a resource for living the Christian life that we oftentimes aren’t
aware of. The Christian life is a wonderful life, it truly is. We must not
place confidence in the flesh—we must place our confidence in Christ
Jesus. For all of us, our “best friend” is the flesh—after all, we’ve lived
with it for so long (“For | was brought forth in iniquity and in sin my
mother conceived me” - Psalm 51:5). But yet we, as children of God,
have the Spirit of God indwelling us and we have been duped and cheated
into believing that all we have is the flesh until we get to heaven.

Just read Romans 7 about struggling with the flesh. And then go to
Romans 8 to read about what the life in the Spirit is like. Walk by the
Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh! (Galatians 5:16)
Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh......
(Galatians 5:24)

We need more than anything else, church, to worship in the Spirit of God,
glory in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh. How do we live
this way? First you need to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit — if you are born
again, you have the Holy Spirit indwelling. (ref. Romans 8:9). This is just
the beginning. We need the Holy Spirit to become more prominent in our
lives. Sometimes we as Christians know the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world, but we don’t know the blessings of being
baptized with the Spirit. We have these extremes that turn us off and scare
us off from Biblical Christianity—from the Pentecostal/Charismatic to the
dry doctrinal, legalistic—but there is someplace in the middle where
Biblical Christianity lives. In Spirit and Truth. We’re talking about Christ
coming and owning you and me—it’s about you and I being surrendered
to and submitted to the Holy Spirit.
For more of this sermon, please visit
www.middleburybaptist.mypodcast.com

“Our insensibility to the presence of the Spirit is one of the greatest losses
and this has cost us. We have made Him a tenet of our creed, we have en-
closed Him in a religious word, but we have known Him little in personal
experience. It will be a new day for us when we put away false notions and
foolish fears and allow the Holy Spirit to fellowship with us as intimately as
He wants to do, to talk to us as Christ talked to His disciples by the Sea of
Galilee. After that there can be no more loneliness, only the glory of the
never-failing Presence.”

AW. Tozer




GETTING TO KNOW YOU......

|
Mary Ciarleglio

Our dear friend and sister in the Lord, Mary Ciarleglio, is somewhat house-
bound these days. But that’s not stopping her from serving the Lord....she
continues to be a prayer warrior and to minister to the folks at Woodside.
Coming to a personal relationship with Christ in her 47™ year, Mary has
been walking with the Lord for 35 of her 82 years. It all began when her
friend, Anne Roach, came in one day dancing and singing, “I’m going to
heaven.” Mary wanted what Anne had and began going with her to every
Bible study she could, hanging on every word —it was all she could think of.
Mary knew the Lord was drawing her and she prayed fervently until she
finally let Him into her heart fully. The change in her was immediate and
everyone noticed, including her husband — and he didn’t particularly like it.
Neither did the rest of her family. Having been raised Catholic, most of her
family deserted her - turning their backs on her, claiming it was a “sacrilege”
not be attending the Catholic church anymore. They all seemed to blame
Mary’s friend Anne.

| asked Mary how her relationship with her husband changed and if she could
offer one piece of advice to the women of the church married to unbelieving
husbands, what would it be? Mary said her whole demeanor changed...she
ceased arguing with her husband and became very quiet and peaceful. And
that would be her advice to other women in similar situations....be quiet,
don’t push, don’t argue, and let them see Christ through your character. Im-
mediately, the words of 1 Peter 3:1-4 sprang to mind....that husbands may be
won by the conduct of their wives, without a single word. “...Let it be the
hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a quiet
and gentle spirit.” Mary spoke to her husband about the Lord in a gentle
manner as often as she could, especially when he was dying of cancer.

In dealing with the rest of her family, Mary believed in living by example.
“Live Christ” in front of your children, friends, neighbors, family. Her
children, most of them older by this time, were encouraged to attend church.
Mary was bubbling over with excitement about the Lord, so she began telling
everyone living in her neighborhood about Him — and started hosting Back-
yard Bible Clubs for the children of the neighborhood, having become
involved with C.E.F. (Child Evangelism Fellowship).

Now, in her later years, she has turned her attention to her neighbors at

Woodside. Mary was instrumental in the start of the bi-weekly Bible Study at
Woodside, which is led by Steve Woodward. Mary loves to talk to her
neighbors about God’s plan of salvation and her Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Times are hard and there is much fear, so her heart is for people to
know Him first and foremost. Her quiet time is spent in God’s Word...as she
says, “If I’'m in the Word, I’m in the Lord.” Mary’s love for Jesus is obvious,
and she dreams often of dancing with the Lord...and I know when she is face-
to-face with Jesus in heaven, He will welcome her to His eternal dance with
wide-open arms.

13



Be Encouraged..... 14

There are two ways: Wisdom or Folly

According to Proverbs 1:1-7, wisdom is to perceive words of understanding
(v. 2), and to receive instruction (v. 3). It is prudence to the simple and
knowledge and discretion to the young (v. 4). It is increased learning to the
man that hears and it is wise counsel to a man of understanding (v. 5).
Moreover, wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord; but fools despise it (v. 7).

Folly, according to Proverbs 5, is identified as heeding the way of the
adulteress, and in that way following your lust without regard for your
offences toward God and family, ultimately resulting in your own destruction
(5:1-23). Proverbs 6:1-11 points out that folly is giving your life over to
leisure and laziness. In addition, (vs. 12-15) describe how “the wicked man”

embraces this sinful lifestyle with his whole being.
Every aspect of his demeanor reflects the sin that
governs him. More importantly, (vs. 16-19) reveal the
six things God hates, yes the seven that are an
abomination to Him.

As Proverbs points out, there are two ways one can

This new column seeks to
encourage believers in
their walk with the Lord.
This article is the first in a
series on the Books of
Wisdom. Be encouraged!

choose to go, either the path of wisdom leading to life, or the path of folly
leading to death. 1 do believe that the Bible teaches that at some point in
every person’s life they will be faced with making a choice of which path to
take. As it was for me, when faced with this decision we chose to follow
Christ. However, we also understand that the Bible teaches that although we
made that one big life-changing choice to follow Christ, we are still
challenged by our sinful flesh to make choices everyday between “daily
taking up our cross and following Jesus” or giving in to the lust of our flesh
and choosing the path of folly. Hence my point is, although we know we are
saved, we are also well aware that the book of Proverbs is instruction and
direction to our lives even as believers.

Invitation to wisdom

The invitation to wisdom contained in the book of Proverbs is anything but
subtle. In fact, if one does not see this gracious invite he has to be truly blind.
However, even blindness is not a good enough excuse to ignore the invitation
for wisdom. According to Proverbs 1:20-24, an invitation to wisdom is not
only in the writing, but “Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in
the open squares.” (V. 20) “She cries out....she speaks her words.” (v. 21).
Moreover, wisdom promises, “Turn at my rebuke, Surely I will pour out my
spirit on you; I will make my words known to you” (v. 23).

Such a well-rounded and all encompassing invitation wisdom puts forth. The
invitation by wisdom does not stop with the written Word, but she also calls
to us as we go through life to pay heed to her.

Continued on next page.........



Continued from previous page......... 15

Furthermore, we are told that if we regard her rebuke she will pour out her
spirit upon us and we will, by this means, have understanding. However, the
invitation does not simply end there—rather, the invite comes with a set of
instructions which can be found in the next chapter.

Now in Proverbs 21-4 it is revealed that we have some work to do. | refer to
this as: “The Eight Steps to Wisdom”. We must receive, treasure, incline our
ear, apply your heart, cry out, lift up your voice, seek for her as silver, and
search for her as hidden treasures. “Then you will understand the fear of the
Lord” (v. 5), which we know is in fact “the beginning of knowledge” (1:7).
Thus, the “Invitation to wisdom” is an invitation to take action and work hard
to attain her as one would search for hidden treasures. Many sell all they
have and spend their entire life in pursuit of treasure.
How much more should we go after godly wisdom whose value far
outweighs all the riches of the earth?

<FJP><

Next month: Sayings of the Wise

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 1:7). Happy
the soul that has been awed by a view of God’s majesty, that has had a vi-
sion of God’s awful greatness, His ineffable holiness, His perfect righteous-
ness, His irresistible power, His sovereign grace. Does someone say, “But it
is only the unsaved, those outside of Christ, who need to fear God”? Then
the sufficient answer is that the saved , those who are in Christ, are admon-
ished to work out their own salvation with “fear and trembling”. Time was
when it was the general custom to speak of a believer as a “God-fearing
man”. That such an appellation has become nearly extinct only serves to
show whither we have drifted. Nevertheless, it still stands written, “Like as
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him” (Psalm 103:13)

When we speak of godly fear, of course we do not mean a servile fear, such
as prevails among the heathen in connection with their gods. No, we mean
that spirit which Jehovah is pledged to bless, that spirit to which the prophet
referred when he said, “To this man will I (the Lord) look, even to him that
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word.” (Isaiah 66:2) It
was this the apostle had in view when he wrote, “Honor all men. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.” (1 Peter 2:17) And nothing will
foster this godly fear like a recognition of the Sovereign Majesty of God.
Arthur W. Pink
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THOSE WHO WENT BEFORE US

The Lord called our sister Roxana home on
February 14. We will miss her sweet smile and
gentle, kind spirit. Testimonials from Roxana’s
two sons, Tim and Matthew, and from her brother
Guy Hays, as well as from other friends and >
family members, reminded us how much Roxana
loved people and how she touched the lives of
many she came in contact with. She had genuine

concern for everyone the Lord placed in her .
path—always offering a word of encouragement
and prayer. The love of Jesus truly was made "

manifest in and through her. As Pastor Tony Roxana Gavallas
Mazza said, “She was the real deal”. While 9/16/1950 to 2/14/2010
we who are left behind will miss her ....we

can also rejoice because we know she is now in the presence of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. Our prayers and sympathy go out to John,
Roxana’s husband of 40 years, and the rest of her family. May the
Lord comfort them with a peace that goes beyond human
understanding.

UNDER THE ALTAR

Hikmat Sleiman, a 75-year-old
Christian man, was shot to death by unknown assailants in Mosul, Irag on
January 11, 2010. Sleiman had just returned home from closing his grocery
shop when a group of assailants

“....I saw under the altar the souls of|opened fire, killing him instantly.
those who had been slain for the word of | Local Christians see his murder
God and for the testimony which they(and a string of other recent
held.” attacks against believers as

(Revelation 6:9) | evidence of “ethnic cleansing”
designed to force Christians from

the area. Some believe Muslim extremists are targeting shop keepers in an
effort to wipe out the Christian community’s economic activity and drive
believers from the area. Please pray for those who mourn for Hikmat
Sleiman and pray that his attackers will come to know the Lord Jesus Christ
as their savior. Ask God to embolden the Christian community in Mosul to
proclaim the Gospel even while suffering. Pray that Christians in Mosul
will be filled with Christ’s peace during these difficult times.




THE REAL DEAL 17
An excerpt from “Live Like A Jesus Freak”

Most people have had happy times in their lives and many would
describe themselves as basically happy individuals. But, did you know
there’s a big difference between happiness and joy? Happiness is a
feel-good feeling. It ebbs and flows with the circumstances in our lives.
We land that job we’ve been trying so hard for, but then....a close friend
gets killed by a drunken driver. Often our happiness depends on how
we’re treated by those around us...she loves me, she loves me not. No
wonder happiness is such an elusive thing. Just when we think we have
it in our grasp, it slips through our fingers. Joy, on the other hand, is a
deep sense of peace and well-being that lives I n our spirit. True joy—
the kind that comes only from God—doesn’t come and go. It lodges
within us and holds us steady on our course. It is our “true north” as we
navigate through life. Happiness shows on a face, but joy emanates from
the spirit. You can see it in a Jesus Freak’s eyes, since eyes are the
windows of the soul. On the night of January 6, 1850, a blizzard hit
England, causing a young man named Charles to duck into a tiny church
close to his home rather than venture out to the church he usually
attended. Inside, a handful of people stood around the stove, huddling
close for warmth. A man read from lIsaiah 45:22—"Look unto me, and
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth” - and the words found their mark
on at least one person that night. When the tiny gathering broke up, the
young man headed for home, his heart blazing with a strange new fire.
Years later, the young man —now the great preacher Charles Spurgeon—
wrote, “As the snow fell on my road home from the little house of prayer,
I thought every snowflake talked with me and told of the pardon | had
found.” When he stepped through the door, his mother saw his
countenance and said, “Something wonderful has happened to you!”
Jesus Freaks can’t keep their joy hidden.

You are the light of the world—Ilike a city on a mountain, glowing in the
night for all to see. Don’t hide your light under a basket! Instead, put it
on a stand and let it shine for all. In the same way, let your good deeds
shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly
Father.” (Matthew 5:14-16 NLT)

The book “Live Like A Jesus Freak” is available from www.jesusfreaks.net



Why Isn’t There More Persecution in the United States?

If you have ever visited the Voice of the Martyrs or Open Doors web sites,
you surely have seen images of persecution in foreign lands such as North
Korea, China, Africa, India, Pakistan, etc. Why do you rarely, if ever,
hear of persecution of Christians here within these United States? Is it
because Americans are more tolerant of Christianity? Read below.

“If you would check out the curriculum for preschool through graduate
education in this nation, you would notice that “tolerance” education
permeates virtually every topic of study (that is, tolerance to everything
excluding Christianity). Everything from Islam to homosexuality to
Wicca is to be viewed as cultural expressions or socially acceptable
practices, and those disagreeing with such ideologies are labeled as
intolerant, bigoted, politically incorrect or downright ignorant. This
teaching sets the stage for hate crimes against Christians, increased
legislation prohibiting evangelization and distribution of Christian
literature, and anti-Christian movements geared toward undermining the
church and Biblical principles. With all this anti-Christian sentiment, why
aren’t we seeing persecution similar to what is happening in Asia and
Africa? One key reason is because Christians in the U.S. seem to be more
intimidated by a politically correct socialist agenda than believers abroad
are fearful of persecution under the flags of Islam, communism, Hinduism
or Buddhism. There are few places you will find Christians talking about
their faith outside of church. Because most workplaces, schools and
government run institutions disallow or discourage proselytizing , this is
good enough for most Bible-believing Americans to leave their faith at
their front doors. Putting our jobs and tolerant reputations on the line are
apparently prices too high to pay for sharing our faith. Bottom
line...what’s keeping us from sharing Christ? Our comfort zones.
Christians in Colombia, Vietnam and Eritrea will walk many miles to
share the gospel with hostile strangers. But we balk at the inconvenience
of high gas prices, rejection, and spending our time on something other
than our personal endeavors. I am no exception. Now, I know there aren’t
any perfect Christians out there, but I wonder if we aren’t missing the
mark in our spiritual walks. When | see the faces of persecuted Christians
from Bangladesh or Iran beaming with joy, even though they possess little
more in this world than the clothes on their backs and the Bibles in their
hands, 1 get to wondering if the mountain of possessions we’ve
accumulated over our lifetimes has produced even a fraction of the joy that
they have.”
From the Voice of the Martyrs Persecution blog—
www.persecutionblog.com

Have we traded our Christian witness for our worldly prestige and
material assets? Something to think about.
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Pravy for the Unreached

Arab, Bedouin

— (

Country:
F iy People:
Population:
World Popl:
Main Language:
Main Religion:
Status:

- Christ-Followers:
Bible:

of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia

Arab, Bedouin

954,000

1,688,000

Arabic, Algerian Saharan
Islam

B Least-Reached

Few, less than 2%

None

www._joshuaproject.net
www.ethne.net
www.etnopedia.org

"Declare his glory among the nations" Psalm 96:3

Location: Islamic Republic of Iran
Arrested: December 2009

r Maryam Jalili (pictured), Mitra Zahmati, and Farzan Matin

== are imprisoned in lIran
following their arrest while
S gathered at a house church to
celebrate Christmas. On
@ December 24, Maryam,
m Mitra, and Farzan were
among 12 Christians arrested

& by security forces in
Pakdasht, Iran. After a week

r without information, family
members contacted
Aauthorities and demanded to

know where they were being held. Officials told the families

that the prisoners would be released the same day, but in-
stead they were transferred to the notorious Evin Prison in

@& Tehran. Twelve of the believers were released on January 4.

| of

Security forces have also raided the imprisoned Christians’
homes and confiscated their books, computers, phone

t directories, CD’s, DVD’s, and Christian literature.
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