
March,  2009 

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church: 

 

The Bible says: ñTruly, truly, I say to you, He who believes in 

Me, the works that I do, he will also do, and greater works than 

these he will do because I go to the Father.ò  (John 14:12) 

 

We have a great statement here regarding prayer and power of 

prayer in the life of the church and in the life of the individual 

believer.  Jesus promises that those who truly trust Him will do 

the works that He does and even greater things than these.  The 

disciples need not fear that Christôs physical absence will mean 

loss of power to perform miracles. From heaven, Jesus will    

continue to supply them with His power.  Praise the Lord that the 

same powerful presence of the Holy Spirit is with His disciples 

today.  Oh, how we need the Holy Spirit to bring to our church 

and to our individual lives all that we need to fulfill Jesusô   

promise to us regarding our doing the same works He had done 

and even greater works than these.  

 

 Can you picture in your mind what that would look like for our 

church and our community?  Think  of the glory that the Lord 

would receive as His presence is made known through the works 

that His  people could accomplish in His Name.  There is no limit 

to what God can do today in and through the lives of a people 

wholly dedicated and surrendered to Him!   

 

As I continue to contemplate the truth that Jesus imparted to His 

disciples on the ministry of intercession, it astounds me.  When I 

think about the fact that we can mingle our prayers with our Lord 

and Savior it leaves me in awe and eager to pray to the One who 

lives to make intercession for His people.  (Hebrews 7:25)  

When I think about the fact that we can participate with our  

heavenly Father in the ministry of seeing Godôs redemptive    

purposes accomplished, it provokes me more and more to be on 

my knees boldly before the throne of grace.  May God find His 

elect, His bride the church, and His children crying out to Him 

day and night.  (Luke 18:7) 

 

For the sake of the advancement of the Kingdom and the glory of 

the Lord, 

Pastor John 



4 

     We thank you, Lord, for all 

the new members you have 

brought into this body within 

the past few months and for 

the many gifts You have 

blessed them with in order to 

serve You.   

 

Praise you, God, for how you 

work in our lives to shape us 

more into the image of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ.   

 

Thank you, Creator God, for 

the beauty you surround us 

withðfrom the sweet chirping 

of the birds in the    morning to 

the plants beginning to burst 

forth from the ground         

signaling the coming of 

Spring.  We can only imagine 

how very beautiful You are, as 

this is just a tiny glimpse of 

Your beauty.   

 

Thank you, Lord, for the food 

you put on our tables, roofs 

over our heads, warm beds to 

sleep in, clothes on our backs, 

and the fellowship in this body 

of Christ you have blessed us 

with, to name but a few.   Our 

cups truly overflow.    
 

 

 

Father in heaven, we lift up 

before You all those within our 

families, circles of friends, and 

co-workers who do not know 

You.  Please have mercy on 

them, Lord, and call them unto 

Yourself.  Give us wisdom and 

boldness as we seek to share 

the Gospel with them.   

 

 

Pray for President Obama as 

he continues to fill out his   

J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t             

appointments.  Several of his 

top appointees champion 

causes that go directly against 

Godôs Word.  Pray for this 

country and its leadership in 

generalðLord, please have 

mercy on us and turn us back 

to You as a Christian nation.   

 

Pray for those in this body of 

Christ who suffer from       

financial difficulties, health 

problems, spir itual and      

emotional struggles.  Lord, 

please help us to stand strong 

in the midst of adversity and 

keep our sights fixed firmly 

upon You.   

Praises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer Requests   

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Put 

on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 

the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against             

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 

against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.   Ephesians 6:10-12        
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UPDATE FROM VISION DEVELOPMENT TEAM  

By Pastor John 

 

At our Vision Development Team meeting on Sunday,    

February 8th,  we discussed how we could be implement the 

churchôs vision, in keeping with our core value, as it relates 

to the worship ministry.  The following members of the   

Vision Development Team were present:  Frank Pramuka, 

Jeanne Pramuka, Lauren Lounsbury, Monica Pramuka, and 

Michael Schwartz.  Pastor Tony also participated in the   

discussion, along with Amy Schwartz.   

 

Middlebury Baptist Churchôs Core Value for worship:   
We recognize there is a sense in which our lives are to be a 

continuous act of worship.  In our corporate gatherings for 

worship, we desire to become a people who seek and hunger 

after God. (Psalm 42:1)  

 

We talked about how we could best build Spirit-filled     

worship and thereby magnify the beauty of Christ.  There 

were some wonderful suggestions that were shared that I am 

certain will become part of helping us accomplish this vision 

for worship.  We talked about how being part of a worship 

team was a calling on the life of the individual and that we 

need to pray God would bring to us from ñwithinò our 

church or bring ñintoò our church those He would have   

participate in this ministry.   

 

We agreed that the goal was to have our own worship team 

from people who were part of our church family.  Until the 

Lord brings to us musicians and singers to be part of the  

worship team, we agreed that a good first step would be to 

utilize CDôs.  At some point we will being to introduce CDôs 

into our worship along with our current format.  If you have 

any ideas about how to implement the vision of the church as 

it relates to the worship ministry, please feel free to speak to 

Pastor John, Pastor Tony, or one of the other members of the 

Vision Development Team.  Our next meeting is scheduled 

for Sunday, March 8th, at 5:00 pm. 
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Sun. 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorshipðòRedeemedò will be joining us for Worship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                             2 Cor. 1:21 

1 

Mon.                                                                                    Psalm 103:8-12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 2 

Tues. 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                         Matt. 12:37 
3 

Wed. 7:00 pmðFellowship DinnerðPotluck                            Prov. 1:23 

                                                                                               
4 

Thurs. 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò                 Ezek. 36:27 5 

Fri.  6                                                                                          Psalm 40:4 

Sat. 7                                                                                             Dan. 12:3 

Sun. 8 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

5:00 pmðVision Development Team Meeting 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                          Psalm 34:8-9 

Mon. 9  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                            Prov. 16:20  

Tues. 10   7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                      Jer. 29:11-13 

Wed. 11 7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò                  John 10:29 

Thurs. 12 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò           Psalm 37:23-24 

Fri.  13                                                                                             Heb. 4:12 

Sat. 14 9:00 amðOutreach/Evangelism Team Meeting     

ñIron Sharpens Ironò Menôs Conference, Hartford            Phil. 2:13                                                                                                                

Sun. 15 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                               Isa. 58:10 

March Calendar  

Scripture readings are from David Wilkersonôs Promise Calendarðthe message is, 

ñFear not, for God has promised to preserve those who fully trust in Himò.   



 

Mon. 16  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                             Psalm 36:7-9                                                                                           

Tues. 17  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                            Ex. 19:5 

Wed. 18  7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò                2 Cor. 3:5 

                                                                                        

Thurs. 19 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò               1 John 4:15 

Fri.  20                                                                                  1 John 3:18-19 

Sat. 21                                                                                            Jas. 1:12 

Sun.  22 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                       Psalm 46:1-3 

Mon. 23  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                             Heb. 6:18-19  

Tues. 24  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                    Psalm 62:6-8 

Wed.  25 7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò              Psalm 12:6 

                                                                                        

Thurs. 26 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò              2 Thess. 3:5 

Fri.  27                                                                                   Psalm 126:5-6 

Sat. 28                                                                                           2 Pet. 3:9 

Sun. 29  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                         Psalm 71:18                                                                                                                                             

Mon. 30  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                       Psalm 145:18-20                                                                                                                                    

Tues.  31    7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                       Luke 1:79 
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Please submit April  ministry events to Monica Pramuka  by March 23 



MINISTRY UPDATES  

Food Pantry 

Our food pantry continues to feed the hungry, so there continues to be a 

need for high nutritional food items such as canned fruit, vegetables, 

juices, canned meats, dried cereal and oatmeal, peanut butter, dried and 

canned beans, soups with meat, etc.  As we thank God for His abundant 

blessings when we are planning our meals and grocery shopping, please 

remember those less fortunate.  ñIf a brother or sister is naked and     

destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, ódepart in peace, be 

warm and filled,ô but you do not give them the things which are needed 

for the body, what does it profit?ò (James 2:15-16) 

8 

Nursery Workers are needed for during the Worship 

hour...men, women, and youth volunteers.  See Kelly 

Torres if you would like to sign up to be on a rotation to 

help.  Also, if you would like to donate juice drinks or 

healthy snacks for this hour, please speak to Kelly for 

where to store them. 

Cleaning Crew needed to keep our church clean.  Many 

different tasks for many abilities!  Please see Pastor 

John 

Ministry Opportunities  

Substitute and regular Christian Education Teachers are 

neededð if you have a  calling to 

teach Godôs Word, please see 

Pastor John  or Cheryl for details. 

CALLED BY GOD TO TEACH?  
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Outreach/Evangelism Team 

The Outreach/Evangelism Team met on February 7.  When the 

weather gets warmer, we will be coordinating a prayer walk through 

the MBC neighborhood, perhaps introducing ourselves to some of 

them and seeing if there are any needs to be lifted before the Lord in 

prayer.  Also discussed was the possibility of  having monthly 

ñMovie Nightsò - A large screen and projector are available for  

viewing DVDôs through a computer, which can be set up in the   

sanctuary.  Coffee and treats can be offered during a time of 

ñintermissionò in Fellowship Hall, which would afford us a time to 

converse with those friends, family members and neighbors we    

invite.  Movies would be Christian movies, such as ñFireproofò, for 

example.   Everyone is encouraged to become involved according to 

their giftsðthe next meeting will take place on Saturday, March 14 

at 9:00 am. 

A note from the Outreach/Evangelism Team 

 

Are there ten folks you know who need the Lord ðperhaps 

family members, 

co-workers, friends, neighbors?  

This is your 

ñmission fieldò - lift them up to the Throne of  

Grace regularly in prayer, be an example of  Christôs love to 

them, and share your faith!              

The ñTen Most Wantedò List 

Immersed in His Word 

Remember that there are currently four Bible studies going 

on during the week: 

Mondayð7:00 pm   ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò 

Tuesdayð7:30 pm   Study in the Book of Romans at the 

Torresô home in Waterbury 

Wednesdayð7:00 pm    ñTotal Forgivenessò 

Thursdayð10:00 am   Ladies:  ñBe Filledò   



 

10 
Missions Moment 

A NOTE FROM BLAINE RICHARD 

 

I am back at the office awaiting our psychologistôs interview  

                                          of a new (our ninth) resident.   

                                          Another youth who will need a lot  

                                          of prayer and patience if things  

                                          follow the norm.  I had hoped his 

                                          case wasnôt that complicated, but 

                                          they donôt usually come to us until 

                                          things have progressed quite a bit. 

                                          The family always says how sweet 

                                          and wonderful they are (and of  

                                          course, they often are), but if they  

                                         are agreeing to send them to us it is 

                                          because they have lost control.  I 

                                          appreciate your prayers as always.   

                                          This just isnôt a task for one  

                                           person,  yet there has been enough 

                                          Divine grace, including through 

                                          some of the other residents, that  

                                          we  have been able to absorb the  

                                          new  people better than could have 

                                         been expected.  I have two more 

that could be on the way in the next two weeks, one shy of 

capacityð a capacity that, in my opinion, is over-capacity 

given the tight living arrangements.   

 

I just received word that one of the residents lost  his father 

in a sudden heart stoppage.  He was with his wife on week-

end leave at the time.  He is my most problematic, who is 

nearing the end of his time with us but needs to be forwarded 

to an internship or the like.  This has been difficult to pro-

cure.  The large treatment facility in Blumenau that has been 

our model was seriously affected by the rains and mudslides 

in S. Catarina and are operating at under 50% capacity.  So 

we have to hold on to him at this point.  One last chance for 

him to accept the truth of the Gospel he knows quite well.   

 

 

Continued on next pageé... 
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I have a wedding to perform in late February and I am going 

to try to speak about every third Sunday evening at PIO X  

now that the pastor has gone back to Rio de Janeiro.  Last 

night Luiz Gavazzoni, now a member of the leadership, 

spoke.  He turned 58 last Saturday, by the way.  More some 

other time. 

 

Blaine Richard is full time director of an alcohol/drug 

rehab center and part time pastor/teacher at the church 

in Caxious do Sul, Brazil. He can be reached at 

blainebr@aol.com.   

We were recently blessed by a visiting Missionary from  

India, John Altemus, a long-time friend of the Pylesô.  John 

is serving amongst the Maithil people, a difficult place 

where the need is greatð the area is known as the 

ñGraveyard of Missionsò.  The Hindus persecute          

Christiansðone example would be a 15 year old girl who 

was told by her parents that they would stop feeding her if 

she didnôt give up her Christianity.  John asked us to pray 

that she stand strong and persevere through persecution.    

 

Please pray for John Altemus as he continues to minister to 

the Maithil people in India.   

 

ñIron Sharpens Ironò Menôs Conference 

 Saturday 

     March 14, 2009 

8:30 amð5:00 pm 

The First Cathedral 

151 Blue Hills Avenue 

       Bloomfield, CT 
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Itôs not about  meé... 

Letôs face it, suffering is inevitableðan inescapable reality 

of life on this fallen earth.  Whether it is the loss of a loved 

one, disease,  natural disaster,  physical pain, aging,  painful 

memories, broken relationships, persecution,  or a child who 

ñgoes wrongò,  suffering is a common thread in humanity.   

For those of us who take Godôs Word seriously, we         

understand that God is sovereign, all-powerful and loving.   

In fact,  God is love (1 John 4:8).  That may leave us     

wondering...If God loves us, why does He allow suffering?  

Why doesnôt He just relieve our suffering?  Is God really 

calling the shots, or is the devil?   

 

 

 

Heart-wrenching and difficult questionsé.. 

 

As we learn about the character of God, we can take heart in 

knowing that our sovereign, loving God really is in control 

of everythingðincluding our suffering.  Yes, God hates  

suffering, but more importantly, He loves usé.and will use 

even suffering to encourage us to seek Him and conform us 

into the image of Christ.  

Why, God? 

Ladieséé. 
Beginning April 18ñfrom 1:00-2:30, please join me for a cup 

of tea, some sweets, and a 6-session bi-weekly study on why 

our  sufferings matter to the Almightyñbased on the book by 

Joni Eareckson Tada and Steve Estes entitled òWhen God 

Weepsó.  The study will take place at 595 Judd Road in 

Southbury.  Please see Monica Pramuka (or e-mail me at  

pramuka26@charter.net) if you are interested in participating.   

God permits what He hates, to achieve what He loves 

God is the answer to our questions about suffering 



WORDsearch courtesy of www.biblewordgames.com 
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As Isaiah looked around the lifeless church, he was moved to 

say, ñThere is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up 

himself to take hold of theeé. Thy holy cities are a            

wildernessò (Isaiah 64:7,10). Essentially, Isaiah was saying, 

ñLord, youôve blessed us with good teachers, music and      

programs. But we donôt have your presence, your fire, your 

Holy Ghost power. I see no one calling out to you, óLord, rend 

the heavens, come down and give us your touch.ôò 

Beloved, I suggest to you: What a picture of Christôs church 

today. We have been blessed with more tools for evangelism 

than any other generation. We have more media outlets for the 

gospel ð more books, web sites, TV and radio shows ð than 

ever before. And now      ministers and congregations are more 

educated than ever. We have more knowledge about the Bible,         

humankind and ourselves than at any time in history. 

Yet in nation after nation, a Christian can walk into a   Bible-

believing church and come away without experiencing the 

presence of Jesus. It is still rare to come out of a service     

saying, ñI was revived, made alive again, by being in Godôs 

house.ò Simply put, there is very little Holy Spirit power    

operating in much of the church. In my opinion, we are     

missing Isaiahôs cry: ñLord, reveal  yourself. Touch your    

people once more.ò 

David Wilkerson 

Do not have your concert first, and then tune your instrument 

afterwards.  Begin the day with the Word of God and prayer, 

and get first of all into harmony with Him. 

Hudson Taylor 

The reason many fail in battle is because they wait until the hour 

of battle.  The reason why others succeed is because they have 

gained their victory on their knees long before the battle came.  

Anticipate your battles; fight them on your knees before          

temptation comes, and you will always have victory. 

R.A. Torrey 
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It takes the supernatural to break the bonds of the natural.  

Your can make a community mission-conscious.  You can 

make a community crusade-conscious.  But only God can 

make a community God-conscious.  Just think what would 

happen if God came to any community in power.  I     

believe that day is coming.  May God prepare us all for it.   

Duncan Campbell 

The whole life of a Christian should be nothing but praises 

and thanks to God; we should neither eat nor sleep, but eat to 

God and sleep to God and work to God and talk to God, do 

all to His glory and praise. 

Richard Sibbes 

Meditation will keep your hearts and souls from sinful 

thoughts.  When the vessel is full, you can put in no more...if 

the heart be full of sinful thoughts, there is no room for holy 

and heavenly thoughts; if the heart be full of holy and      

heavenly thoughts by meditation, there is no room for evil 

and sinful thoughts.   

William Bridge 

If any occupation or association is found to hinder our    

communion with God or our enjoyment of spiritual things, 

then it must be abandoned.  Beware of ñleprosyò in the    

garment. (Lev. 13:47) Anything in my habits or ways which 

mars happy fellowship with the brethren or robs me of 

power in service, is to be unsparingly judged and made an 

end ofðòburnedò .(Lev. 13:52)  Whatever I cannot do for 

Godôs glory must be avoided.   

Arthur W. Pink 

Affliction is the gristmill where pride is reduced to powder, 

leaving our  souls naked, bare, and bonded to Christ. 

Joni Earekson Tada 



The Morning Star is a ministry of : 

Middlebury Baptist Church  

74 Kelly Road Extension 

Middlebury, CT  

(203) 758-9655 

www.middleburybaptistchurch.org 
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My angel to    

testify to you 

these things for 

the churches.  I 

am the root and 

the descendent 

of David,  the 

bright morning 

RS@Q-» 

Revelation 22:16  


