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MBC Mission Statement: To glorify God by proclaiming the
excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of
salvation in Him.

MBC Vision Statement: To be a Spirifilled church,
passionate in our pursuit of knowing and
glorious presence and make His presence known to others by
ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people
glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

When you areRarvesting in your field and
you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to"get
ity L€aVe it for the alien, the fatherless and
the widow, so that the LORD your God may
bless you in all the work of ¥our hands.
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Past or 68 A Message €rom Pastor John 3

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church:

The Bible saysi Tr ul vy, trul vy, I say to you, He who b
Me, the works that | do, he will also do, and greater works than
these he will do be¢ohaidsl®d | go to the Father. o

We have a great statement here regarding prayer and power of

prayer in the life of the church and in the life of the individual

believer. Jesus promises that those who truly trust Him will do

the works that He does and even greater things than these. The

di sciples need not fear that Christds physic:
loss of power to perform miracles. From heaven, Jesus will

continue to supply them with His power. Praise the Lord that the

same powerful presence of the Holy Spirit is with His disciples

today. Oh, how we need the Holy Spirit to bring to our church

and to our i ndividual l'ives all t hat we nee
promise to us regarding our doing the same works He had done

and even greater works than these.

Can you picture in your mind what that would look like for our
church and our community? Think of the glory that the Lord
would receive as His presence is made known through the works
that His people could accomplish in His Name. There is no limit
to what God can do today in and through the lives of a people
wholly dedicated and surrendered to Him!

As | continue to contemplate the truth that Jesus imparted to His
disciples on the ministry of intercession, it astounds me. When |
think about the fact that we can mingle our prayers with our Lord
and Savior it leaves me in awe and eager to pray to the One who
lives to make intercession for His peoplgHebrews 7:25)
When | think about the fact that we can participate with our
heavenly Fat her in the ministry of seeing C
purposes accomplished, it provokes me more and more to be on
my knees boldly before the throne of grace. May God find His
elect, His bride the church, and His children crying out to Him
day and night.(Luke 18:7)

For the sake of the advancement of the Kingdom and the glory of
the Lord,
Pastor John



Praises & Prayer Requests

We thank you, Lord, for all
the new members you haye
brought into this body withipFather in heaven, we lift U

the past few months and

blessed them with in order
serve You.

Praise you, God, for how y

work in our lives to shape yiboldness as we seek to sh

more into the image of Yo
Son, Jesus Christ.

Thank you, Creator God, f
the beauty you surround

withd from the sweet chirpin
of the birds in the  morning
the plants beginning to bui
forth from the
signaling the coming d
Spring. We can only imagir]

how very beautiful You are, agenerad Lord,

this is just a tiny glimpse d
Your beauty.

Thank you, Lord, for the foo
you put on our tables, rog
over our heads, warm beds
sleep in, clothes on our bac
and the fellowship in this bog
of Christ you have blessed

with, to name but a few. O
cups truly overflow.

efore You all those within oyr
the many gifts You havdamilies, circles of friends, ar]

co-workers who do not kno
You. Please have mercy

them, Lord, and call them un
ourself. Give us wisdom arf

the Gospel with them.

pPray for President Obama
Lise continues to fill out hi
pJustice Departmen
@ppointments. Several of h
tbp appointees champig

fGodos Wor d.

eountry and its leadership
please hav
fmercy on us and turn us bg
to You as a Christian nation.

(Pray for those in this body

fChrist who suffer fro

fimancial difficulties, healt
problems, spiritual an
\emotional struggles. Lor
Lslease help us to stand strd
iin the midst of adversity ar
keep our sights fixed firml
upon You.
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Pray f

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the w
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but ag
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this

against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly plaégdhesians 6:1612
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UPDATE FROM VISION DEVELOPMENT TEAM
By Pastor John

At our Vision Development Team meeting on Sunday,
February 8th, we discussed how we could be implement the
churchés vision, in keeping
to the worship ministry. The following members of the
Vision Development Team were present. Frank Pramuka,
Jeanne Pramuka, Lauren Lounsbury, Monica Pramuka, and
Michael Schwartz. Pastor Tony also participated in the
discussion, along with Amy Schwartz.

Mi ddl ebury Baptist Churchos
We recognize there is a sense in which our lives are to be a
continuous act of worship. In our corporate gatherings for
worship, we desire to become a people who seek and hunger
after God.(Psalm 42:1)

We talked about how we could best build Sgitied
worship and thereby magnify the beauty of Christ. There
were some wonderful suggestions that were shared that | am
certain will become part of helping us accomplish this vision
for worship. We talked about how being part of a worship
team was a calling on the life of the individual and that we

wi t h

Cor e

need to pray God would bring

church or bring Aintod our
participate in this ministry.

We agreed that the goal was to have our own worship team
from people who were part of our church family. Until the
Lord brings to us musicians and singers to be part of the
worship team, we agreed that a good first step would be to
utilize CDO6s. At some point
into our worship along with our current format. If you have
any ideas about how to implement the vision of the church as
it relates to the worship ministry, please feel free to speak to
Pastor John, Pastor Tony, or one of the other members of the
Vision Development Team. Our next meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, March 8th, at 5:00 pm.
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March Calendar

Sun. 1 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 amd Worshipp 0 Redeemedo will be]joining us f
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer 2 Cor. 1:21
Mon. 2 Psalm 103:812
Tues. 3 700pnd St udy in the Book of Romans at the T
Matt. 12:37
Wed. 4 7:00 pnd Fellowship Dinned Potluck Prov. 1:23
Thurs. |5 10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Be Fi | | e BHzék. 36:27
Fri. 6 Psalm 40:4
Sat. 7 Dan. 12:3
Sun. 8 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
5:00 pn® Vision Development Team Meeting
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer Psalm 34:89
Mon. 9 7:00 pnd Bible Study- i A Hel pful & Pracfical Look at
of Actso Prov. 16:20)
Tues. 10 700pmd St udy in the Book of Rolmans at the T
Jer. 29:1113
Wed. 11 |7:00 pnd Bible Study 0 Tot al For gi viehma®2§ o
Thurs. |12 ]10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 0 Be F i | |Psathhd37:2324
Fri. 13 Heb. 4:12
Sat. 14 ]19:00 and Outreach/Evangelism Team Meeting
Al ron Sharpens | rondo MePRHEL.21donf er ence, H e
Sun. 15 |9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer Isa. 58:10
Scripture readings are fr omthPmessageisWi | ker sonds Pr
fiFear not, for God has promised to preserve thos



v

Mon. |16 7:00 pnd Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Pr aq

Book of Actso Psalm 36:79
Tues. |17 700pnd St udy in the Book of R(

Ex. 19:5

Wed. |18 7:00 pn® Bible Study 0 Tot al Forgi 2€ar&:5
Thurs. |19 |10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Be Fi | | eldahn 4:15
Fri. 20 1 John 3:1819
Sat. 21 Jas. 1:12
Sun. |22 ]9:45and Christian Education for all ages

11:00 and Worship

6:00 pn® Corporate Prayer Psalm 46:13
Mon. |23 7:00 pnd Bible Study- iA Hel pful & Pr aq

Book of Actso Heb. 6:1819
Tues. |24 700pnd St udy in the Book of R(

Psalm 62:68

Wed. [25 |7:00 pnd Bible Study 60 Tot al For g i Rsaml®$6
Thurs. |26 |10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Be Fi | | @ dh&ss. 3:5
Fri. 27 Psalm 126:56
Sat. 28 2 Pet. 3:9
Sun. |29 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages

11:00 and Worship

6:00 pn® Corporate Prayer Psalm 71:18
Mon. |30 7:00 pnd Bible Study- iA Hel pful & Pr acq

Book of Actso Psalm 145:180
Tues. |31 700pm® St udy in the Book of R

Luke 1:79
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Please submit April ministry events to Monica Pramuka by March 23



MINISTRY UPDATES 8

Food Pantry
Our food pantry continues to feed the hungry, so there continues to be a

need for high nutritional food items such as canned fruit, vegetables,

juices, canned meats, dried cereal and oatmeal, peanut butter, drjed and
canned beans, soups with meat, etc. As we thank God for His abundant
blessings when we are planning our meals and grocery shopping,|please

remember those less fortunatdi | f a brother 0 sister is
destitute of daily food, and one of you sa
warm and filled, 6 but you do not give them

for the body, wamed2l®lges it proffit?2o (

Substitute and regul&@hristian Education Teachersare

needed if you have a calling tp
CALLED BY GOD TO TEACH? teach Goddés Word, pl ease see

Pastor John or Cheryl for detalls.

Ministry Opportunities

o Nursery Workers are needed for during the Worship
hour...men, women, and youth volunteers. See Kelly
Torres if you would like to sign up to be on a rotation to
help. Also, if you would like to donate juice drinks or
healthy snacks for this hour, please speak to Kelly for
where to store them.

e Cleaning Crewneeded to keep our church clean. Many
different tasks for many abilities! Please see Pastor
John



Outreach/Evangelism Team
The Outreach/Evangelism Team met on February 7. Whe
weather gets warmer, we will be coordinating a prayer walk thr

the MBC neighborhood, perhaps introducing ourselves to sorn
them and seeing if there are any needs to be lifted before the L

prayer. Also discussed was the possibility of
AMovi e
vi ewi ng
sanctuary.
i ntermi ssiono in Fellowshiop
converse with those friends, family members and neighbor
i nvite. Movies would be Chr
example. Everyone is encouraged to become involved accordin
their giftsd the next meeting will take place on Saturday, March
at 9:00 am.

NA tpdge screen and projector are available
DVD6s through a comp

h the
bugh
ne of
ord in

having monthly

for

ut er whi ch can

Coffee and treats can be offered during a time of

whi ch woul

movi es s u

A note from the Outreach/Evangelism Team

Are there ten folks you know who need the Lérgerhaps
family members,

co-workers, friends, neighbors?

The nTen

Mo s t

Wantedo List

This is your
fimi s s i o lkftthem wp kodhé Throne of

Grace regularly in prayer
them, and share your faith!

Immersed in His Word

be an example o

Remember that there are currently four Bible studies going

on during the week:
Mondayd 7:00 pm i A
Book of Actso
Tuesday 7:30 pm Study in the Book of Romans at the
Torresd home in Waterbury
Wednesday 7.00pm A Tot al
Thursdayd 10:00 am Ladies fi B e

Hel pful &

Filledo

Practdi

cal Look at t

Forgivenesso



Missions Moment
10

A NOTE FROM BLAINE RICHARD

I am back at the office awaiting our psycho
of a new (our ninth) resident.

Another youth who will need a lot

of prayer and patience if things

follow the norm. | had hoped his

case wasnét that complicated, but
they don6ét wusually come to us unt
things have progressed quite a bit.

The family always says how sweet

and wonderful they are (and of

course, they often are), but if they

are agreeing to send them to us it is

because they have lost control. |

appreciate your prayers as always.

i B, o) This just isndt a task for one
person, yet there has been enough

Divine grace, including through

some of the other residents, that

we have been able to absorb the

new people better than could have

saianss been expected. | have two more

that could be on the way in the next two weeks, one shy of

capacity) a capacity that, in my opinion, is oveapacity

given the tight living arrangements.

©2003 Heartlight

| just received word that one of the residents lost his father
in a sudden heart stoppage. He was with his wife on week-
end leave at the time. He is my most problematic, who is
nearing the end of his time with us but needs to be forwarded
to an internship or the like. This has been difficult to pro-
cure. The large treatment facility in Blumenau that has been
our model was seriously affected by the rains and mudslides
in S. Catarina and are operating at under 50% capacity. So
we have to hold on to him at this point. One last chance for
him to accept the truth of the Gospel he knows quite well.

Continued on next pageé.
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| have a wedding to perform in late February and | am going
to try to speak about every third Sunday evening at PIO X
now that the pastor has gone back to Rio de Janeiro. Last
night Luiz Gavazzoni, now a member of the leadership,
spoke. He turned 58 last Saturday, by the way. More some
other time.

Blaine Richard is full time director of an alcohol/drug
rehab center and part time pastor/teacher at the church
in Caxious do Sul, Brazil. He can be reached at
blainebr@aol.com.

We were recently blessed by a visiting Missionary ffom

is serving amongst the Maithil people, a difficult place
where the need is gréat the area is known as the

Christian® one example would be a 15 year old girl who

was told by her parents that they would stop feeding her if

she didnét give up her Christianity.
that she stand strong and persevere through persecutiof.

Please pray for John Altemus as he continues to minister to
the Maithil people in India.

Menos

o

Al ron Sharpens Il ronp
Saturday
March 14, 2009
8:30 amd 5:00 pm
The First Cathedral
151 Blue Hills Avenue
Bloomfield, CT

India, John Altemus, alorgi me fri end of the Pyl esb.

Joh

NfnGraveyard of Mi ssi onso The Hi ndus p

John

Conf e
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ltds not abou

Letds face 1it, Osmihdseapablenrgalityij s i

of life on this fallen earth. Whether it is the loss of a lovgd
one, disease, natural disaster, physical pain, aging, paipful
memories, broken relationships, persecution, or a child who

©

t

me é .

nevitabl e

fgoes wrongo, suffering i|s a common threa
For t hose of us wh o take Godods Wor d seri
understand that God is sovereign-@werful and loving.
In fact, Godis love (1 John 4:8) That may leave us
wondering.If God loves us, why does He allow suffering?
Why doesnodt He just relieye our suffering?
calling the shots, or is the devil?
Why, God?
Heartwr enching and difficult |questionsé..
As we learn about the character of God, we can take heatft in
knowing that our sovereign, loving God really is in contr¢l
of everythin@ including our suffering. Yes, God hate$
suffering, but more i mportlantl vy, He | oves U
even suffering to encourage us to seek Him and conform| us
into the image of Christ.
God is the answer to our questions about suffering
—
©
Ladi eséée
Beginning April 18 from 1:002:30, please join me for a cup
of tea, some sweets, and-aeSsion biveekly study on why
our sufferings matter to the Almightypased on the book [
Joni Eareckson Tada and djtev Estes en
Weepso. The study wil!/l tlake place at
Southbury. Please see Monica Pramuka (onadl me at
pramuka26@-charter.net) if you are interested in participatifg.

©

God permits what He hates, to achieve what He loves
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fBible Wordscarch '

Fit the words in the list into the diagram below reading forward,
backward, up, down, diagonally, al ways in a straight line.

‘Rarables of th
Kingdom

c\

Matt.13:21 31 P e 161
AIR HEAVEN
RTFLOURHEPULLET]| AMONG JESUS
AMOUNT KINGDOM
OBIRDSWORGNLS S:0 ANOTHER  LARGE
OHEAVENANOTHER O] ASKED MIXED
T AWAY MUSTARD
TELCMTSAEYILHRW BARN OWNERS
AADEOODCOLLECT N | BECOMES  PARABLE
SDALSMUSTARDNSE/| BRDS PERCH
BRANCHES  PLANTED
KSLEMEENMIBGADR BUNDLES  PULL
EHHARVESTNAVRE S| BURNED ROOT
DEKROWTDENRTUBE Y | COLET  SEEDS
DOUGH SERVANTS
SPLANTEDO SLNYAWA]| eNnemy SMALLEST
UEIPSMRWMODGNTIK/| FED SOWED
FLOUR [ELL
SSREGRALEYMENE IT EORMED TIE
ECHOGATHERDOTUG H | GARDEN TREE
JHFSOWEDEZXIMUB S| GATHRR  UNTL
GOOD WEEDS
DOOGNAMOWHEATTIE/| grows WHEAT
HARVEST WOMAN
After you find all the hidden words the lett over letters spellouta  HEADS WORKED
Bible verse reading from the top left tothe bottom right YEAST
T/ — — — — !/ — — Psalm 46

WORDsearch courtesy of www.biblewordgames.com
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The reason many fail in battle is because they wait until the
of battle. The reason why others succeed is because the)

na=o0
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As |saiah looked around the lifeless church, he was moved to

say, AfThere is none that ¢
hi mself t o take hol d of
wil dernessodo (Il saiah 64:
ALor d, youobve bl essed
progr ams. But we donodt
Holy Ghost power. I see no
the heavens, come down and
Beloved, | suggestto yoWh at a pictur e

us
h a

7,10) .

all eth
theeé.

upon th
Thy h o
Essenti I
wi t h good
Ve your presence,
one calling out
give us your ou

ur

t
of Christods <ch

today. We have been blessed with more tools for evangelism

than any other generation. We have more media outlets f
gospeld more books, web sites, TV and radio sh@vghan
ever before. And now  ministers and congregations are
educated than ever. We have more knowledge about the
humankind and ourselves than at any time in history.

Yet in nation after nation, a Christian can walk into a BI
believing church and come away without experiencing

Dr the

more
Bible,

ble
the

presence of Jesus. It is still rare to come out of a service

saying, fi was revived, m
house. o Simply put, ther e
operating in much of the church. In my opinion, we
mi ssing | sai ahds cry: ALo
people once more. o

David Wilkersor

hde
i s
are
r d,

alive again,
very littl e

reveal your

and get first of all into harmony with Him.

Hud

Do not have your concert first, and then tune your instrupent
afterwards. Begin the day with the Word of God and prayer,

son Taylo

have

gained their victory on their knees long before the battle came.

Anticipate your battles; fight them on your knees before
temptation comes, and you will always have victory.
R.A. Torrey




It takes the supernatural to break the bonds of the ngtural.

Your can make a community missiopnscious. You ¢
make a community crusa@®nscious. But only God cgn
make a community Gedonscious. Just think what woyld
happen if God came to any community in power,

believe that day is coming. May God prepare us all fof it.

Duncan Campbell

The whole life of a Christian should be nothing but praises

and thanks to God; we should neither eat nor sleep, buteat to

God and sleep to God and work to God and talk to Gogl, do

all to His glory and praise.
Richard Sibbe

U7

Meditation will keep your hearts and souls from sinful
thoughts. When the vessel is full, you can put in no morg...if
the heart be full of sinful thoughts, there is no room for holy
and heavenly thoughts; if the heart be full of holy
heavenly thoughts by meditation, there is no room for|evil
and sinful thoughts.

William Bridge

If any occupation or association is found to hinder |our
communion with God or our enjoyment of spiritual things,
then it mu s t be abandoneld.

garment. (Lev. 13:47) Anything in my habits or ways whi
mars happy fellowship with the brethren or robs me
power in service, is to be unsparingly judged and mag

e
endoboburnedo . (Lev. 13:52)
e

Godos glory must be avoid
Arthur W. PinK

Affliction is the gristmill where pride is reduced to powder;
leaving our souls naked, bare, and bonded to Christ.

Joni Earekson Tada

ch
of
a

n

15

Bewar e

Whatever

d.

of

il e

cann



°H+ | DRTR+ G@UD
My angel to
testify to you
these things for
the churches. |
am the root and
the descendent
of David, the
bright morning
RS@Q- »
Revelation 22:16

The Morning Staris a ministry of :
Middlebury Baptist Church
74 Kelly Road Extension
Middlebury, CT
(203) 7589655
www.middleburybaptistchurch.org

RDMS



