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MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church, 

 

The Bible says, ñ The effective prayer of a righteous man can    

accomplish much.ò (James 5:16)  We have much going on in our 

lives individually and collectively.  In all things God wants to build 

His church and His people.  I believe that God is desirous of our 

becoming more of a praying people.  One area upon which the Lord 

would have us praying is for the Lordôs provision for the financial 

needs of the church and its ministries.  It has been noted that in the 

1st quarter there has been a monthly shortfall from income verses 

expenses of $1,728.64.  Towards that end, we need to pray for the 

Lordôs financial provision for our church and its ministries.   

 

The Bible says, ñAnd my God shall supply all your need            

according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.ò (Philippians 4:19)  

In the February edition of this monthly newsletter, I stated that what 

is important to note about this verse is that Paul wanted the        

Philippians to understand  that he recognized God as the one who 

supplied his need.  Paul lived a life of faith and trust in God.  He 

trusted in God to provide for him.  In that same article, I shared 

with you how Gladys Wigden, a former missionary to the Seminole 

Indians, sought to live her life according to the spiritual principle 

stated in Philippians 4:19.  You may recall that Gladys had fallen 

and had broken her hip and was recovering in a     nursing home.  

During that time, Gladysô faith was tested as she had no medical 

insurance or social security, but had lived her entire life trusting in 

the Lord to provide for her through the   generous free will         

offerings of those who supported her ministry.  Towards that end, 

her Pastor, who is also Gladysô nephew, and her power of attorney, 

had been reluctant to contact Medicaid because Gladys has        

continued to express her desire to continue to live solely by the   

provision of her Lord.  I thought it would be an encouragement to 

share with you some recent news regarding Gladysô physical     

condition and how the Lord has been working in her life.  Gladys 

was released from the nursing home in  February.  She left under 

her own power and returned to her apartment where she enjoys 24 

hour care and supervision 7 days a week.  The help is being       

provided by her church and her family and friends.   

 

Continued on next pageé. 
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Her nephew wrote, ñConcerning her finances, she knew the LORD would 

supply her need.  It was wonderful to watch Him do that, in way that the 

world never begins to understand.ò (Her medical expenses totaled just 

under $32,000 and to date all of her medical bills have been paid!)  As 

for her physical condition, she seems to be gaining in wisdom and 

strength.  Her nephew wrote, ñThe large matters never escaped her; she 

always knew she was in the Lordôs care and service.ò  Gladys wrote, 

ñThank you so much for your prayers and financial help.  Iôm so grateful 

Iôm up and around, but I canôt do much yet.  Please keep me in your 

prayers.ò  (The entire letter we received from her nephew is on the     

missionôs bulletin board in the alcove.) 

 

So, in light of Gladysô testimony and in light of the promise of Godôs 

Word; letôs bring the financial needs of the church to the Lord.  Letôs 

bring our personal needs for wisdom, direction, strength, and physical 

healing to the Lord.  Letôs go to Him in prayer realizing that the effective 

prayer of a righteous man or woman can accomplish much.  Letôs call out 

to God individually and collectively and trust Him and wait on Him.  As 

the Lord answers our prayers and increases our faith, we will have much 

reason to give all praise, glory and honor to Him. 

 

Trusting with you in the God who can accomplish much, 

Pastor John 
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Vision Development Team  Update 

At our last Vision Development Team meeting on Sunday, May 17, 

the following members were present:  Michael Schwartz, Monica 

Pramuka, Pastor John, and Jeanne Pramuka.  Members absent were 

Lauren Lounsbury, Frank Pramuka and Pastor Tony. 

 

At this meeting we shared praises with one another regarding how 

the Lord has been working in the area of the worship ministry.  The 

block of choruses and the video enhancement that have been added 

to the regular choruses has been such a blessing and is helping fulfill 

our vision for music that ministers to the heart of God by speaking 

directly to Him of our love, appreciation, and of our hunger and  

desire for Him.  Heartfelt and sincere appreciation goes out to     

everyone who has prayed and worked so hard to bring this to       

fruition.  Thank you to the congregation as well, for being supportive 

and encouraging during this time of transition.  In addition, we are 

appreciative to Joan, Cheryl, Paul and Duane, who have continued to 

add so much to our worship each and every  Sunday morning. 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 26th at 5:00 pm.  

We continue to welcome any feedback or suggestions that you may 

have as it relates to the implementation of the vision of the church as 

it relates to the worship ministry.  We are prayerfully considering the 

next area of ministry that the Lord would have us concentrate on. 

EDITORôS PICK 

ñThe Breaking of the Outer Man and Release of the 

Spiritò by Watchman Nee is a must-read if you long  

for more of the leading of the Holy Spirit in your 

life.  If you find your ñfleshò frustrating you, you 

will understand better the necessity of the ñbreaking 

of the outer manò by reading this book.  To quote 

Mr. Nee, ñIf the earthen vessel is not   broken, who 

will find the treasure within?ò  Highly                

recommended for those who seek a deeper and 

more intimate relationship with the Lord.  



June Calendar  
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Mon. 1 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                             John 15:11                                                                                        

Tues. 2 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home    

                                                                                             Ps. 25:14                                                                                                                         

Wed. 3 6:00 pmðFellowship Dinner at the Church                      Isa. 57:15                                                                                   

Thurs. 4 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò   

                                                                                        Ps. 147:11 

Fri.  5                                                                                            Rom. 6:23 

Sat. 6                                                                                            Ps. 71:4-5 

Sun. 7  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                             2 Cor. 12:9                                                                                                                             

                                                             

Mon. 8 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                            Matt. 26:28                                                                                                   

Tues. 9 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home    

                                                                                           Phil. 4:13  

Wed. 10 7:00 pm - Childrenôs Bible Study 

7:00 pmðAdult Discipleship Class -òThe Book of Jonahò  

                                                                                           Isa. 42:16                                                                                                                                                 

Thurs. 11 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò   

                                                                                            1 Jn. 2:12 

Fri.  12                                                                                             Rev. 3:20 

Sat. 13                                                                                             Isa. 41:10 

Sun. 14  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                               Ps. 18:2-3                                                                                                                                                                                

Mon. 15 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                               Heb. 9:14                                                                    

Scripture readings are from David Wilkersonôs Promise Calendarðthe message is, 

ñFear not, for God has promised to preserve those who fully trust in Himò.   



 

Tues. 16 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home    

                                                                                Prov. 23:17-18  

Wed. 17 7:00 pm - Childrenôs Bible Study 

7:00 pmðAdult Discipleship Class -òThe Book of Jonahò  

                                                                                    1 Thess. 5:24 

Thurs. 18  10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò   

                                                                                    Ps. 32:10-11 

Fri.  19   

                                                                                  Heb. 10:16-17  

Sat. 20                                                                                          1 Cor. 1:8  

Sun. 21  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages      

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                          Prov. 12:20 

Mon. 22 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                 John 16:24  

Tues. 23 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home    

                                                                                        Ps. 46:4-5  

Wed. 24 7:00 pm - Childrenôs Bible Study 

7:00 pmðAdult Discipleship Class -òThe Book of Jonahò  

                                                                                        John 14:27 

Thurs. 25 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò   

                                                                                            Ps. 37:5 

Fri.  26                                                                                        Matt. 24:35 

Sat. 27  1:00 pmðMenôs Picnic at Chris Retkowskiôs home in           

Naugatuck                                                                          Ps. 3:3-6                                                                                        

Sun. 28  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                           2 Tim. 4:18                                                                                                                               

Mon. 29                                                                                             7:00 

pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book of 

Actsò                                                                             Ps. 37:3  

Tues. 30 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home    

                                                                                       2 Cor. 9:10  
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Please submit July ministry events to Monica Pramuka  by June 23 



 

We need someone to mow the lawn on a regular basis 

and make sure the outside stays looking neat.  Please 

see Pastor John if the Lord is calling you to help out. 

         

Financial Secretary and Counters 

are still neededéé.please see   

Pastor John or Al Pizzolorusso for 

more information 

MINISTRY UPDATES  8 

 

Christian Ed Teacher or co-teacher needed for the 

4-5 year old age group on Sunday mornings.  

Please see Pastor John or Cheryl Stephen if you 

have a calling to teach Godôs Word to these little 

ones. 

Christian Education Teacher 

 

VBS will be upon us before we know 

ité..please see Kelly or Pastor John for more 

information on where you can serve.   

Itôs That Time Againé. 

Please continue to remember those less fortunate 

than ourselves by depositing food items for those 

in need in the ñtreasure chestò .  Canned meat, 

soups/stews with meat, biscuit mixes, muffin 

mixes, pasta, canned fruit and vegetables, juices, 

and other non-perishable foods are welcomed.   

Also needed are personal care items such as 

laundry detergent , toothpaste, and so on. 

Food Pantry 

URGENT!  

Nice Fresh Air and Bit of Exercise 
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A LOOK BACK ðStudy Notes 

The Fact of  Sin 

Pastor Tony MazzaðSeptember 2007 

 

Topic:  The fact of sin in the life of the believer 

 

We will be tempted (1 Corinthians 10:13) - but it is foolishness to 

fight the temptation itself.  We still have lewd and wicked thoughts and 

will continue to throughout our lifetimes.  The question is, how do we 

respond to temptation? 

 

The moment Christ entered in and took up residence in us, warfare 

began (Galatians 5:7, Romans 7:23, James 4, II Corinthians 10:4, 

Colossians 3:5, Romans 8:13).  In Romans 8:13, we are told to 

ñmortifyò the fleshðthis means to kill, put to death, an act of war.  We 

cannot give sin an inchðdo not let it live.  Warfare began the moment 

we became children of God.   

 

We get nowhere when we attempt to fight the fact (or presence) of sin 

(temptations, thoughts, desires, etc.) - we will lose.  Bemoaning sin, 

beating ourselves up, self-flagellation, wonôt make it go away.  The 

Lord needs to do something to us to change our relationship to sin (our 

friendship with it).   

 

Key verse:  Romans 6:11ðòLikewise you also, reckon yourselves to 

be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus, our Lord.ò 

 

You, becoming dead to sin.  This is not just in principal, but in reality.  

He makes us dead to sinðnot immune, DEAD.   

 

So, when tempted (which is inevitable), how do we respond?  Usually, 

our response is to go against the temptation on our own (in our own 

fleshðflesh canôt fight flesh).  The more we resist the temptation or 

the sin, the more likely we will fail.   

 

But...something dead does not respond.  Repeat, does not respond!  Sin 

doesnôt mean anything to us anymore.  All that ñstuffò is going on 

around us, but we do not respond to it.  Rather, we pray, ñLord, make 

me dead to sin.ò  No feeling, desire, appeal or attraction to sin.  When 

tempted, we will act as dead to itðno response. 

Continued on next pageéé. 
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A LOOK BACK ...continued  

Dead to sin and alive to Godðboth must happen together.  God 

weakens our response to sin, our inclination to want to sin (by 

prayer).  Wouldnôt it be wonderful if we loved holiness and  purity 

so much that we become dead to sin?  If we could simply ignore 

temptation to sin?  But, do we really want to be dead to sin and all 

that this implies?   

 

ñA Beautiful Mindò is a movie about a man who had a         

schizophrenic experience, seeing people and interacting with them 

in his mind.  At the end of the movie, he was asked if he still saw 

them and he said, 

ñYes, but now I  

ignore them.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How we have victory over sin:   

Romans 13:14ðput on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Do not dwell on 

these things/temptations, make no provision for the flesh.  Do not 

focus on your sin, turning it over and over in your mind.  We think 

much too much on ourselves. 

 

Galatians 6:14ðthe world must be crucified to us.  How does a 

crucified person respond to the world?  With         contempt and 

dislike.  In reverse, the world views a crucified person as          

contemptible as well.  Are we willing to accept the world view of 

us in this light? 

 

We are not only dead to sin, but also more alive to the things of 

Christ.   Letôs ask ourselves, why donôt the things of Christ excite 

us more?  Spiritual matters must come alive to us.   

 

We need a fanatical outlook on Jesus 

ñFight against fleshly lusts with spiritual      

weaponsðfaith and prayer.  The best way to 

combat sin is upon our knees.  Beg strength from 

Christ.  Samsonôs strengths lay in his hair; our 

strength lies in our head...Christ.  This is a     

mystery to the major part of the world, who    

gratify the flesh rather than mortify it.ò                                                    

Thomas Watson, 1669  
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TASTY MORSELSð

Sermon Excerpts 

ñGodôs Desire for His 

Churchò 
 

Our focal verses are Ephesians 

1:19-20 and Ephesians 3:14-21.  

It is Godôs desire for His church, 

His people, youé.meé.. Yes, it 

is Godôs desire that all His children be filled with the fullness of God.  

So, what are we full of today?  Are we filled with the fullness of God?  

Do we even want to be filled with the fullness of God, or are we       

enjoying the flesh too much?  How does the fullness of God bring joy to 

believers and glory to God?   

 

Paul addresses this to believers and his posture before God in Ephesians 

3:14 is humilityðhe is on his knees, while chained to Roman soldier!  

He prays that believers be filled to the fullness of God.  What is this 

fullness?  It is the same power by which Jesus was resurrected!  There is 

much more to this Christian life than salvation and forgiveness of 

sin...there is the victorious Christian life.  We struggle so with the 

fleshðdonôt we cry out for  something more?  We need more of the 

Christ-life in usðwe need to surrender to the Holy Spirit.  Someone 

once said, ñIf God took the Holy Spirit out of this world, would many 

Christians even notice?ò  The fullness of God is the full possession of 

the believer by Christ.  How?  Through faith...Lord, increase my faith, 

help my unbelief.  God longs to dwell in the hearts of His children.  We 

must take hold of that.   

 

One of the ways you will know that God has filled you with Himself is 

LOVE.  Think of how that would affect your relationship with your 

spouse, your children, your family, your church.  This love of Christ, 

which surpasses all knowledge, will be seen in and through you.  Letôs 

face it, people will see one of two thingsðyour flesh (self-preservation, 

self-love) or, if filled with the fullness of GodðChrist!   

 

He purchased you with a price, He now wants to fully own and possess 

you.  This isnôt a bad thingé.itôs the way we were meant to live!   
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How in the world can this ever happen to us?  Luke 11:9-10 & 13, ñSo 

I say to you, ask and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks 

receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 

openedéé.If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask Him.ò  Seek, knock, ask, pray.  When the flesh 

raises itôs ugly head, rather than embrace it, run from it...flee...and turn 

to Christðpray, ñLord, fill me!ò   

 

This is what He has created us for!  May His people today pray to be 

filled with the fullness of God!   

 

ñNow to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we 

ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be 

the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever 

and ever.  Amenò  (Ephesians 3:21) 

ñIf the outer man is not broken, we will react whenever something  hap-

pens outside of us.  We cannot enjoy Godôs presence calmly and continu-

ally because the outer man is constantly reacting, and we get caught up 

in those things.  Godôs presence is based on the breaking of the outer 

man.  If God is merciful to us, He will break our outer man, and our in-

ner man will no longer be touched when many things happen to us.  We 

will remain calm, and Godôs presence will abide with us.ò 

Watchman NeeðòBreaking of the Outer Man and Release of the Spiritò 

It seems clear that as the apostle Paul moved towards the end of his life, 

he was pressing ever more eagerly towards the prize of likeness to 

Christ.  I believe that is a point of real advance when we come to the 

place where we can live without the thrill of outward signs of success or 

obvious miracles, and can be perfectly happy with the Lord       Himself.  

What I have in my heart is that you and I may come more and more to 

the place where Jesus Himself is everything to us.  We do not seek even 

conformity to Him for its own sake or for our             satisfaction, but 

only that He may find joy as we move closer to Him.  This is the mark of 

spiritual growth and maturity, to desire only that Christ be magnified, 

and to press resolutely to this objective.  

T. Austin-Sparks 



13 Missions Moment 

A Letter from Jim & Dee Percy 

Praying Family & Friends: 

Since our last letter of Fall/Winter 2008 giving details and photos of our 

Summer outreach in Abbeville on the Normandy coast of North Western 

France, much has been happening.  We had an exciting year at the French 

Connection and are presently divided into 2 separate classes.  Dee has the 

beginners and I continue with the advanced.  There have also been good 

opportunities for missionary presentations with our 4 minute DVD of last 

summerôs outreach.  If you would like a copy of the DVD, please let us 

know.  

 

We are presently in preparation for our next Summerôs outreach in Europe.  

We leave Saturday, May 30, traveling via England and then taking the ferry 

across to France.  This will allow us to visit Rachel and her family on the 

way through, and on the return trip to spend time with Deeôs sister and  

family in Chichester, near Portsmouth.  We return to the States on Saturday, 

September 6, and will have our first session of the French Connection on 

the 14th, Lord willing.  Pray for increased enrollments in our new 2 class-

level system.  Dee loves teaching the beginners and is doing a great job.  

And they love her soft encouraging spirit and gracious manner.   

 

During our stay in Brest with Estelle, we shall be ministering as usual to 

both churches and individuals in the regions of Brittany and the Morbihan, 

doing a lot of traveling.  Please pray for our safety and protection while 

traveling many kilometers over the busy highways often congested with 

vacationers.  The countryside and beaches are absolutely breathtaking in 

this coastal area of France.  But most especially, pray for Godôs anointing 

in the many one-on-one encounters we shall be having.  This one of our key 

ministries, meeting special personal needs.  Most will be with believers in 

varied circumstances and stages of growth; but some have not yet under-

stood the message of grace in the Gospel of Christ.  And some we shall be 

meeting for the first time as the Lord guides us. 

 

This year the Team Outreach Campaign will be in Pontivy, central Brittany 

from July 11th through the 19th.  Four team members from our French 

Connection Bible Study will be joining us here with the International Euro-

pean Team organized by France Mission.  Two have been on previous cam-

paigns, Jan & Geri, and two will be coming for the first time.  One of these 

first timers is Pascale, who immigrated from France to the U.S. when he 

was 9 years old.  Of course, he speaks beautiful French and has a real heart 

for the people.  In fact, he will be witnessing to some of his own family 

members during this time and needs special prayer.  The other is Joe, his 

son-in-law.  In our Fall prayer letter, we hope to have good pictures of these 

folks and all that the Lord has accomplished through our united efforts. 
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Continued from previous pageéé. 

        Check out our new website at 

www.middleburybaptistchurch.org.  Weôve      

updated it  and added audio of the most recent sermons 

for you to listen to online.  The site will be updating 

regularly, so keep checking back.  CDôs of sermons are 

also now available upon request in case you missed a  

Sunday or to share with family and friends.  

Your prayers are vital and precious for piercing the darkness and the 

advancement of Godôs Kingdom.  The churches in France are        

generally small and struggling, and these yearly campaigns are a great 

encouragement as Christians join forces to reach others with the   

Gospel.  Yves & Katherine LaBever, the Pastoral couple in Pontivy, 

are long time friends and co-workers.  They will be doing the  follow-

up of all the contacts with the help of the local believers and          

discipling those who put their trust in the Lord. 

 

We would like to send updates during our months in Europe so that 

urgent prayer needs could be shared with you.  See below for contact 

information.   

 

As with many missionaries, we too are feeling the effects of the    

present financial crisis compounded by an ageing constituency.  For 

this reason, we are asking you to pray with us for Godôs guidance and 

wisdom for improving our present support situation.   

 

In closing, we would like to thank you for being so faithful as part of 

our support team over the years.  May the Lord bless and supply all 

your needs as we look to Him in these difficult times.  ñThe night is 

nearly over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of 

darkness and put on the armor of light.ò (Romans 8:12)  For truly the 

harvest is great and laborers are too few.  We pray for you and ask 

you to pray for us that we may each be found faithful to our individual 

callings.  Please feel free to share with us any special needs for prayer 

when you e-mail us.   

Jim & Dee Percy 

76 Rea Avenue 

Hawthorne, NJ     07506 

jimdeepercy@juno.com 
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ñWhen thy Son, Jesus, came into my soul instead of sin He   be-

came more dear to me than sin had formerly been; His kindly rule 

replaced sinôs tyranny.  Teach me to believe that if ever I would 

have any sin subdued I must not only labour to overcome it, but 

must invite Christ to abide in the place of it, and He must become 

more to me than vile lust had been; that His sweetness, power, life 

may be there.  Thus I  must seek a grace from Him contrary to sin, 

but must not claim it apart from Himself.ò 

From ñThe Valley of Vision:  Puritan Prayers and Devotionsò 

ñA man could have all the money in all the banks in all the world, 

and be worth nothing so far as God is concerned, if he were still 

living ñto and for himselfò!  The measure of a manôs worth is the 

measure in which he no longer lives ñto and for himselfò but ñto 

and for Jesus Christò.  No more and no less!ò 

Major W. Ian Thomas 

ñWhy do we get óannoyedò?  Because we are not at one with the 

will of God.  That is why everything that does not suit us upsets us. 

Demands are made on us that we think are too muché.someone 

upsets our intentions...we then react with  annoyance.   Do we not 

realize that all things, large and small, that come from people, are 

actually placed in our daily lives by God?  When we get upset we 

rebel against God and grieve Him.  And why do we get annoyed at  

people, situations and          conditions?  Because our ego or self-

will is so big.  Everything has to go the way we intended, the way 

we think is right, the way that is easiest for us.  This annoyance is 

just as dangerous and sinful as anger. Annoyance, irritation and 

anger all get in the way of peace and the fellowship of loveð and 

must be overcome.ò  

Basilea Schlink 

ñGod makes it quite clear in His Word that He has only one answer 

to every human needðHis Son, Jesus Christ.  In all His dealings 

with us, He works by taking us out of the way and substituting 

Christ in our place.  The Son of God died for us for our forgive-

ness:  He lives instead of us for our deliverance.  So we can speak 

of two substitutionsða Substitute on the cross who secures our 

forgiveness and a Substitute within who secures our victory.  It will 

help us greatly and save us from much confusion , if we keep    

constantly before us this fact, that God will answer all our        

questions in one way only , namely, by showing us more of His 

Son.ò 

Watchman NeeðòThe Normal Christian Lifeò  
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Imagine a country where being a Christian is punishable by 

death.  Imagine a country where owning a Bible carries the risk 

of being subjected to brutal torture.  Imagine a country gripped 

by merciless famine, but where those who search for food are 

executed in the marketplace.  Imagine a country completely cut 

off from the outside world, and held ransom by the idolatrous 

regime of a power-hungry dictator.  For most of us, itôs simply 

unimaginable, but this is the shocking reality of life for the     

people of North Korea.  Once again, North Korea is ranked   

highest on the Open Doors World Watch List.  For the seventh 

year running, North Korea has been rated the worldôs worst    

persecutor of Christians.   

 

ñThe circumstances 

of life in our  

country are very 

difficultò, writes  

one pastor in a 

recent letter.  ñThe 

price of rice  

continues to  

increase.  Recently, 

five women were 

executed in publicé 

their crime?  They were trying to survive by looking for food.ò 

 

Despite the risks and restrictions, this pastor thankfully knows 

that his plightðand that of Christians across the countryðis not 

forgotten by the Body of Christ around the world.  ñWe thank 

God that there are so many people who are praying for our   

country,ò he shares.  ñYour prayers strengthen the Christians in 

North Korea.ò   

 

One area of particular concern is the plight of Christian women 

trapped inside North Korea.  Not only do they endure the daily 

misery of famine and oppression, many have also been victims of 

human trafficking, and are physically and emotionally scarred.   
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Evangelism in North Korea carries immense risks as well.  

The spread of Christianity is one of the greatest fears of the 

countryôs infamous leader, Kim Jong Il.  It is reported that he  

recognizes Christianity to be responsible for the fall of   

communism in Eastern Europeðand is fearful that it will 

also prove to be his downfall.  And so the authorities clamp 

down harshly on any Christian found to be sharing the     

gospel.   

 

But, against all odds, and by the grace of God, the            

underground church in North Korea is committed to reaching 

the country with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  ñWe are 

doing our best to spread the gospel in North Korea,ò writes 

one pastor.  ñPlease continue to pray for us!ò   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the borders of North Korea remain closed, and while 

the situation for our brothers and sisters remains perilous, we 

take heart that the Lord is indeed at work.  Please hear the 

pleas of North Koreaôs Christians as they ask for our support.  

May God use our prayers to break through the borders,    

advance His Kingdom, and fulfill 

His purposes in North Korea.   

For the seventh year running, 

North Korea has been rated 

the worldôs worst persecutor 

of  Christians 

Pray that the children of North 

Korea would learn to trust God 

as their provider , rather than 

Kim Jong Il 
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Praises to God for His constant provision and answered prayer!  From 

things like a needed bed frame to help with Probate courtðGod         

continues to incline His ear to us and respond  by supplying our needs.   

 

Thank you, Father, for getting Bob Vadnais through his recent surgery .  

We continue to lift Bob in prayer as he faces a fairly long  recovery    

period. 

 

Please pray for our churchôs  financial situationðwe experienced a short-

fall last quarter.  Please pray for the Lordôs financial provision for our 

church and its ministries. 

 

Please pray for Sheri Pyles as she seeks employment and continues her 

education.   

 

Pray for Tinaôs husband, Don, as he continues to seek employment.  

 

Also, Brendon asks prayer for the Lord to provide a job for him.   

 

Pray for guidance for Paul Schwartz and Joe Vadnais as they go about 

selecting colleges for the Fall.   

Praises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer Requests   

MENôS PICNIC AND FELLOWSHIP 
Mark your calendars:   

Saturday, June 27 

1:00 pm 

184 Cherry Street, Naugatuck 

Please RSVP to Chris Retkowski at (203) 723-1360 

 

Vacation Bible School 
July 27-31 

6:00 pmð8:30 pm 
We need volunteers for Decorating, Games, Music, 

Drama, Crafts, Snacks and Family Leaders.  Please 

see Kelly Torres or Pastor John.   
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The Morning Star is a ministry of : 

Middlebury Baptist Church  

74 Kelly Road Extension 

Middlebury, CT  

(203) 758-9655 

www.middleburybaptistchurch.org 

 

 

ºH+ IDRTR+ G@UD RDMS

My angel to    

testify to you 

these things for 

the churches.  I 

am the root and 

the descendent 

of David,  the 

bright morning 

RS@Q-» 

Revelation 22:16  


