
July,  2009  

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 
excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 
MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         
passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 
ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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The Morning star ð July 2009  

If you would like to contribute information regarding MBC 

Ministries, please e-mail photos, notes, prayer requests and 

praises to Monica Pramuka at Pramuka26@charter.net 



3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church, 

 

The Bible says: ñThen some children were brought to Him so that He might 

lay hands on them and pray, and the disciples rebuked them.  But Jesus said, 

óLet the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.ôò (Matthew 19:13-14)  There is 

something special in the Lordôs eyes as it relates to children.  It is the desire of 

our Lord that children be ministered to and provided for.  This summer will 

have the blessing of bringing children to Jesus.  As most of you are aware, our 

Vacation Bible School, ñPaul and the Underground Churchò, will be taking 

place July 27ð31 from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Much planning has already taken place.  
Please see Kelly Torres if you would like to help.  In addition, please keep 

Kelly in prayer as she recovers from her surgery.  We are praying that the Lord 

will use Vacation Bible School to share Godôs live with the children and stir 

within the children a desire to know and follow the Lord. 

 

A second opportunity to minister to children this summer will be in the form of 

a Backyard Bible Club that we will be conducting in Waterbury.  The Bible 

Clubs will take place August 10ð14 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon at the 

WOW/NRZ Community Center located on 308 Walnut Street.  The Bible 

Clubs will take the form a mini-VBS with Bible Story, Games, etc.  We will be 

using the same curriculum as Vacation Bible School.  See Lauren Lounsbury if 

you would like to help with this ministry to the children in the Waterbury area.   

 

Our churchôs Mission Statement is: ñTo glorify God by proclaiming the      

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of salvation in 

Him.ò  Please be in prayer that God will be glorified in both Vacation Bible 

School and the Backyard Bible Club as we proclaim the excellencies of Christ 

this summer to children in our church and in our community.  We pray that the 

Lord would use these summer outreach ministries to bless the children and 

their families with the joy of the wonderful salvation that is available through 

Christ.  Perhaps the Lord will open for us, through VBS and the Backyard  

Bible Clubs, other opportunities to minister to the needs of families in our 

community in keeping with our desire for ministry as it is stated in our Vision 
Statement, ñ...and making His presence known to others by ministering to the 

whole person in a way that makes people glad worshippers of the Lord  Jesus 

Christ.ò (excerpt from MBC Vision Statement) 

Continued on next pageéé. 
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Continued from previous pageéé. 

 

Also, please continue to pray for our ongoing ministry to seniors 

at the Woodside Heights Apartments in Middlebury.  Please keep 

Steve Woodward in prayer as he leads an outreach Bible study in 

that facility.  Pray that the Lord would move upon the hearts of 

the residents at Woodside and that there would be a harvest of 

souls being saved this summer. 

 

So letôs pray that Lord would open hearts this summer for      

children, seniors, loved ones, family members, and unsaved 
spouses.  May we truly see His glory being revealed in people 

being saved by Him! 

 

Proclaiming the Excellencies of 

Christ together, 

Preparations are Under Way 

Vacation Bible School 

July 27ð31 
6:00ð8:30 pm 

Please see Kelly Torresðthere is much work to be done and 

we need as many hands as possible! 

August 10-14       10:00 amð12:00 noon 

WOW/NRZ Community Center  

308 Walnut StreetðWaterbury  

Please see Lauren Lounsbury if the Lord 

is leading you to help with this ministry 
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I am only about a third of the way through this book, 

and I already recommend it highly for a great summer 

read for women of all ages.  The subtitle of the book is 

ñBiblical Hope for Resolving Conflictò.  From      

conflict to Shalomðpeace with God, peace with   

others, peace within.  In skimming through the      

remainder of the book, I can only say it is totally 

Christ-centered and filled with the Word of God.  To 

quote the back of the book, ñFriends let you down, a 

romance turns sour, children rebel, a church is       

divided, you feel like you donôt measure upðis there 
really hope for living at peace?  Peacemaking Women 

offers a meaningful, lasting message to lead you out 

of conflict and into a state of peace where you can live 

as a representative of Christ to other women as well as 

to unbelievers. ñ  Who canôt use a little peace today?  

MBC VISION STATEMENT:   To be a Spirit-filled church 

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs 

glorious presence and making His presence known to others 

by ministering to the whole person in a way that makes   

people glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We continue to be thankful to the Lord for the direction that 

He has been giving to us as it relates to Sunday morning 

worship.  The Vision Development Team is praying about 

the next area of ministry that the Lord would have us focus 

on in terms of the implementation of the vision statement 
into the ministries of the church.  We have been praying  

individually and our meeting on June 28th was dedicated to 

praying together as a group for the Lordôs leading in this 

regard.  Prayer needs to be at the forefront of everything we 

do as a church not just an addendum that we add on to our 

own plans.  So would you please join us in praying for the 

Lordôs will concerning the implementation of the churchôs 

vision into the life of our church. 

Vision Development Team  Update 

By Pastor John 

EDITORôS PICKï Great Summer Read for the Ladies 



July Calendar  
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Wed. 1 6:00 pmðSummertime is for Savoring the Savior  

At Middlebury Baptist Church Fellowship Hall              John 14:13                                                                                        

Thurs. 2                                                                                             Rom. 6:22                                                                                                                         

Fri.  3                                                                                              Ps. 29:11                                                                                  

Sat. 4                                                                                           Luke 12:12 

Sun. 5  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                           Gal. 5:22-23                                                                                                                                      

Mon. 6 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                                Matt. 5:5                                                                                                                                                                     

Tues. 7 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home    

                                                                                              Rom. 8:2                                                            

Wed.. 8 6:00 pmðSummertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                 Prov. 16:6-7                                                                                                   

Thurs. 9                                                                                            1 Pet. 3:10  

Fri.  10                                                                                             Jer. 31:33  

Sat. 11                                                                                                 Jas. 4:7 

Sun. 12  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                             Ps. 146:5-9                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 13 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                            John 16:33                                                                                                                                                                  

Tues. 14 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home   

                                                                                           Ps. 18:2-3                                                                                                                                                                                

Wed. 15 6:00 pmðSummertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                   Luke 11:28  

Scripture readings are from David Wilkersonôs Promise Calendarðthe message is, 

ñFear not, for God has promised to preserve those who fully trust in Himò.   

Please submit calendar items and events for August to Monica by July 22 



 

Thurs 16                                                                                           Ps. 22:24  

Fri.  17                                                                                         John 17:19 

Sat. 18                                                                                          Matt. 4:19                                                                              

Sun. 19 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                          Ps. 138:6-8                                                                                 

Mon. 20 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                 Luke 12:32                                                                                                                                                                  

Tues. 21 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home    

                                                                                            Phil. 1:6 

Wed. 22 6:00 pmðSummertime is for Savoring the Savior 

Location TBA                                                                     Ps. 37:7  

Thurs. 23                                                                                           John 17:3  

Fri.  24                                                                                           Eph. 1:17 

Sat. 25                                                                                           Mal. 3:10 

Sun. 26 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                          Matt. 28:20                                                                                                                             

Mon. 27                                                                                        2 Cor. 4:17  

Tues. 28                                                                                        Matt. 11:28  

Wed. 29                                                                                      Ps. 31:23-34  

Thurs. 30                                                                                           1 Pet. 5:5  

Fri.  31                                                                                            Jas. 3:17 
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  For updates on the calendar and locations for 

ñSummertime is for Savoring the Saviorò fellowships, 

please visit our website at www.middleburybaptistchurch.org  

 

You can also listen to recent sermons you may have missed, download 

a color copy of the newsletter,  link to other websites of interest, and 

even occasionally listen to the praise and worship portion of our      

service. 

6:00ð8:30 pm 
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MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH  
FOOD PANTRY  

Our food pantry is now accepting perishables such as milk,  

eggs, bread, and meat.  Please contact one of the following 

before delivering perishables to the church:  Frank Pramuka, 

Jeanne Pramuka, Monica Pramuka, or Mary Mazza.  Please, do not just drop 

these items off at the church.   

 

We are also in need of toiletries and personal care items such as shampoo,      

deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, toilet tissue, paper towels, towels,   

detergent, bleach, and any other items generally used on a daily basis. 

 

As always, regular food pantry items are very much appreciated and needed. 
 

ñLord, when did we ever see You hungry and feed you?  Or thirsty and give You 

something to drink?  Or a stranger and show You hospitality?  Or naked and 

give You clothing?  When did we ever see You sick or in prison, and visit You?  

And the King will tell them, óI assure you, when you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to Me!ôò 

Matthew 25:37-40 

                           Fresh Air and Exercise 

                            We need volunteers  to  

                             mow the lawn  

                            and make sure  our 

                            grounds look nice. There 

                            is also much ñupkeepò  

                            work to be done around 

                            our church.  Please see 

Pastor John if the Lord is leading you to  

help out with this.   

 

Christian Ed Teacher or co-teacher needed for the 

4-5 year old age group on Sunday mornings.  

Please see Pastor John or Cheryl Stephen if you 

have a calling to teach Godôs Word to these little 

ones. 
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A LOOK BACK ðStudy Notes 

Godôs Holiness 

July 18, 2007 

Pastor Tony Mazza 

 

Yahweh says, ñI Am that I Am.ò  Totally set apart, a         

self-existent Being.  How does He get the point across to us 

about His Holiness?  Particularly through the Old Testament. 

 

God delivers the Hebrews out of Egypt.  They were a tough 

people, bent on ñsurvivalò.  In truth, they were pretty        

self-serving in that case.  Now, as we said, God brings them 
out of Egypt and then into the wilderness, where He reveals 

Himself to them.  Not only does He teach them how Holy He 

is, but how unholy they are.  God says, ñI want you to be 

holy in the midst of this culture.ò  It is a great miracle that 

God chooses to reveal Himself (make Himself known) to us 

and through us.   

Exodus 19:9-13 & 22ðGod shows them how unholy they 

are and how Holy He isðthey cannot touch or come near or 

they will be automatically burned up. 

Exodus 28:36-38ðReminder of Godôs holiness 

Leviticus 11:44ðBe holy as He is Holyðseparate         

yourselves. 

Numbers 8:19ðMake atonement in order to come near the 

sanctuaryðGod cannot be in the presence of un-holiness. 

Deuteronomy 7:6-9ðHe chooses us because He loves usð

to be His childrenðthat we be holy 

2 Samuel 6:5-9ðThey cannot touch His Holiness because 

they are uncleanðun-holiness, again, cannot touch         

Holiness. 

Isaiah 6:1ðEven the angels cover their faces in His       

presence.  In the beginning of his ministry, Isaiah had to be 

cleansed before he could be sent.  He recognized his           

un-holiness in Godôs presence and needed to be made holy.  
Heaven shakes in His presence!  We take prophets/prophecy 

so lightly todayðyet Isaiah had to be prepared to bring forth 

the message by seeing how Holy the Lord is, recognizing his 

own un-holiness, and being cleansed.   
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A LOOK BACK ...continued  

1 Peter 2:5&9ðNote that in the Old Testament, ñpurificationò 

and the call to holiness was directed at the priests (as         

representatives of the people to the Lord).  Now, this is       

directed to all who are in the Lordðwe are the holy         

priesthood.   

Revelation 18:4ðThis sounds a lot like the Old Testament, 

warning of plagues if disobedience continues.  Come of 

themé...separate yourselves! 

 

Other Scriptures to read in light of this are:  Isaiah 64:6,      

Ezekiel 5:27, Ephesians 5:27, and Jude 23 
 

The closer we come to God, the holier we become.  The holier 

we become, the closer we want to get to God.  The more His 

light shines on our darkness, the more we want to let the    

darkness go.  We don't sit and wallow in our sinfulness/

uncleanness/un-holiness and say, ñwoe is meò - we move 

closer to the Lord, leaving uncleanness behind.  (ref. John 17) 
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ñA Job Description for a True 

Man of Godò 

June 21, 2009 

                                                        Scripture References: 

                                                        Exodus 21:1-6, Philippians 2:1-11, 

                                                        and Romans 1:1 

Servant..bondservant...slave.  What do these words bring to mind?    

Perhaps a historical picture of slavery which includes oppression and 

cruelty?  Yet these words are the description of what the true Christian 

life is to look like...for every man, woman, child, youth.  Our ñjob    

descriptionò is ñbondservant of Jesus Christò.  Bondservants of the Most 

High God!  What effect should this have on our lives?  How should it 

look?   

 
We can use the example of Paul in Romans 1:1ðPaul was a man of 

God entirely devoted to and entirely the property of his Master.  Now 

we are to be yielded to a new Master, living in submission to Christ  

Jesus as Master and Lord.  (ref. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)  If we look back 

to Exodus 21, we see another exampleðthis is a person who bound 

himself in love to his master despite the offer of ñfreedomò - he        

voluntarily remained bound.  We, likewise, are to serve and live for our 

Lord.  Contrary to what the world thinks..the truth will set you free. (ref. 

John 8:32)  Devoting your life to Christ brings about a whole new   

freedomðemotionally, spiritually, psychologically.  All we had ever 

thought about before was ourselves, but we have been set free from that.  

The more we desire to pursue holiness, the more we become like Him, 

the more we are changed and transformed, the freer we become. 

 

Jesus is not a cruel taskmaster, in fact, ñHis yoke is easy and His burden 

is light.ò (ref. Matthew 11:30)  A slaveôs life  is entirely shaped by his 

master.  The problem is there are so many other voices craving for our 

attention: 

 

The worldðthe world and things of the world (ref. 1 John 2:15-17).   

We can all succumb to the things of the world ð there is much pressure 

to ñgo alongò and to be conformed to the worldôs fashion.  Anything 

that consumes our attention other than Christ is ñof the worldò.  Lust of 
the flesh, lust of the eyes, pride of life ð these are not from the Father. 
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We are capable of making a god of anything ð leisure activities,      

approval of a man, to name but a few.  The one we ultimately ought to 

be concerned about pleasing is God. 

 

SatanðThe devil will do all he can to make us stumble, and how often 

we believe the lie.  A relationship that is not of God, a desire that is not 

of Godðyet we follow our own desires  anyway, all the while          

reinterpreting Scripture by saying to ourselves, ñmaybe that is not really 

what it says.ò 

 

Selfðthis is by far the loudest voice.  The more you feed self, the    
bigger it gets.  The more you satisfy the desires of the flesh, the bigger 

the need gets. 

 

We are ñset apart to the gospel of Godò (ref. Romans 1:1)and no longer 

slaves to sin ð world, Satan, self ð but united with Christ (ref.       

Romans 6:4-7).  A servant lives not to gratify or glorify self, but his/her 

Master.  We have a new capacity to live in a new way ð we are a new 

creation. The power of sin has been broken.  Ask yourself, and Iôm now 

seeking to please man or God?  The best example for us to follow is 

given to us in John 13.  Jesus washes the disciples feet as an example of 

how we are to serve each other.  If you do these things, what will you 

beé. Unhappy?...... Miserable?.... NO, blessed!  Even the Son of Man 

did not come to be served, but to serve (ref. Mark 10:45) Can we say 

that about ourselves?  Do we have that kind of mindset?  What a       

different kind of life.  Human nature tells us itôs all about our needs, our 

desires.  So what kind of messages are we sending ð who do we belong 

to?  Are we a ñSweet smelling aroma of sacrifice to God.ò (ref.      

Ephesians 5:2 and Philippians 4:18)?  When your husband, wife,    

children, or coworkers think about you, do they think ñThere is a servant 

of the Most High Godò?  This is our divine calling, to be a bond servant 

of Christ.  All that He is, all that He has, is ours, and vice versa. 

  

When others see you, do they see Christ? 

Bondservant/ServantðOne who gives himself up to anotherôs will,  

devoted to another to the disregard of oneôs own interests. (Strongôs 

New Testament Greek Dictionary) 
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   Allyn & Diane served in Iran 

from 1962 to 1978, shortly before 

Iran closed to missions.  Allyn 

wrote a book called ñPersians in 

the Bibleò in both English and 

Farsi, which is now available on a 

CD which includes the New     

Testament in Farsi, 8 other Farsi 

books, 42 songs and other       

evangelistic materials.  Up to 7000 

have been spread worldwide,    
including into Iran.  Currently, 

Allyn is the Affinity Director of the 

work o f the 31 Christar             

Missionaries in North America 

who work among the Muslims, 

Hindus and Japanese.  Also he is involved in distributing childrenôs 

materials worldwide in Farsi (Persian).  Diane assists him with   

various duties and also works in the Finance Dept. of Christar.  

Please continue to pray for the Huntzingers as they continue to 

serve the Lord reaching the least-reached.   

To contact the Huntzingers via e-mail: 

Allynðallyn@imi.org 

Dianeðdiane@imi.org 

Allyn & Diane Huntzinger  

 

Thom & Ellen Schotanus will be visiting us on    August 

16 

Rick & Myla Berry (the newlyweds!) are scheduled to 

visit on September 13 

We are hoping  to be able to get together with the     

Percys sometime in October 

 

We will be having luncheons each time in order that we may 

catch up personally with our missionaries, who are serving 

the Lord so faithfully 


