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“L, Jesus,.....am the Bright Morning S'tar” (Revelation 22:16)

February, 2010

MBC Mission Statement: To glorify God by proclaiming the
excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of
salvation in Him.

MBC Vision Statement: To be a Spirit-filled church,
passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christ’s
glorious presence and make His presence known to others by
ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people
glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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this body of Christ. In light of our new Sunday School
Study called “d Christian’s Progress” - do you have an
gncouraging word to sharg with others about gour
journgy as a follower of Jesus Christ? Or perhaps gou
have run across an uplifting articlg or thought-provoking
quotg you would like to sharg?

Please submit to Monica at Pramuka26@charter.ngt




Pastor’s Corner—A Message from Pastor John 3

TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH,

The following article contains excerpts from my annual report submitted at our
annual meeting on January 24, 2010.

The Bible says, “Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder the things of
the past. Behold | will do something new, now it will spring forth; will you not
be aware of it? | will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the
desert.” (lsaiah 43:18-19)

In this annual report, the Lord has led me to highlight some of the “new” things
that He has done over the past year. In January of 2009, the church called Tony
Mazza as Associate Pastor. We have all been blessed to have Tony and Mary as
part of our church family. We are hopeful and expectant that sometime in the
early part of 2010, Pastor Tony will be able to leave his full time job and have
even more time to devote to ministry at MBC.

In the beginning part of 2009, Middlebury Baptist Church was blessed with a
new website. This website contains many new features that are useful in helping
us to achieve our overall vision as a church. The site is regularly updated and
enhanced with new features. Please be sure to take advantage of its many
features at www.middleburybaptistchurch.org.

In 2009 the Vision Development Team was formed to help the pastors implement
the vision of the church into new and existing ministries. Our vision statement
expresses our desire “To be a Spirit filled church passionate in our pursuit of
knowing and enjoying Christ’s glorious presence and making His presence
known to others by ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people
glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.” The first area of ministry that the
team focused on in 2009 was the worship ministry. We have been enjoying the
blessing of the praise and worship choruses along with the visual display for
almost a year now. This ministry is continuing to evolve as we are growing in
worship and praise of the Lord on Sunday morning. May God continue to help
us build Spirit filled worship and thereby magnify the beauty of Christ.

In October of 2009, we began a new Adult Bible Study entitled: “The Holy
Spirit...unfolding the “how much more?” of His presence in the life of the
believer”. The premise of this study has been that there is power for living the
Christian life that many believers are not presently experiencing. Through this
study, we have all been growing in our understanding and appreciation of the
Spirit’s work in our lives. Brothers and sisters in Christ, we need the outpouring
of the Spirit in our lives and in our church.

Continued on next page.......



Continued from previous page......

The Bible says, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask Him?” (Luke 11:13) | hope that many more will be able to
join us for this potentially life changing study Wednesday evenings at 7:15
pm.

In the last two quarters of 2009, we began trying to give missions a greater
emphasis in the life of our church. Towards that end, we began making a
direct appeal to the church body to give above and beyond their regular
tithes and offerings to missions. As we move forward in 2010, all of the
mission’s ministry that we support will be funded directly and solely by our
quarterly missions giving. This is the first step towards a new emphasis on
missions in our church. We will be restructuring and rethinking missions,
seeking to bring missions to a more prominent place in the life of our
church. God is glorified and honored when His church is missions minded.
The Bible says, “Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds
among all the peoples.” (Psalm 96:4) In 2010, we hope as a church to tell
of “His glory among the nations” in new ways and in even greater measure
that we ever have before. Please continue to give above and beyond your
regular tithes and offerings to support missions.

Another “new” thing that the Lord is doing in our midst is causing us to
rethink what we do with the children during our worship service. This past
year it was decided to reorganize the nursery ministry that was being
provided to the younger children during the worship service. While that
reorganization was taking place, it seemed like the Lord was helping us all
to see the value of having the children be part of the worship service.
Towards that end, to help parents train their children to see the value of
worship, in January of 2010 I began teaching “Parenting in the Pew.” This
class and the discussion that participants are enjoying are proving to be a
blessing towards our goal of training children to worship the Lord. | am
thankful to the parents for their willingness and openness to seek the Lord’s
leading in this area. In addition, | appreciate the response of the church
family in being understanding and supportive of the little ones that are in
our midst on Sunday morning. The Bible says, “Then some children were
brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and pray, and the
disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, ‘Let the children alone, and do not
hinder them from coming to me, for the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such
as these.” (Matthew 19:13-14) Please be in prayer as we seek to continue
to follow the Lord’s leading in this ministry to children and their parents.
Continued on next page......



Continued from previous page......

One of the “new things” that the Lord may do in 2010 is to
lead us to change the name of the church. Recently it
occurred to Pastor Tony and | that if the name of the church
is to be changed to more fully reflect our vision and purpose
as a church, then it seems prudent that our constitution may
need to be revised as well with the same purpose in mind.
More on this will be forthcoming as the Lord leads.

For the Lord’s Glory,
Pastor John

Vision Development Team Update

The Vision Development Team met in early January to
review some of the suggestions for a new name for the
church. There is nothing new to share as it relates to the
possibility of changing the name of the church at this time.

Church cancellations due to
inclement weather will be available
on the church  answering machine
(203-758-9655) or WFSB Channel 3 Eye
Witness News

Editor’s Picks
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February Calendar

Mon. 1 |7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book
of Acts” at the Pramukas’

Tues. 2 | 7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home

Wed. 3 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— “ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the ‘how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)

Thurs. |4 |10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”

Fri. 5

Sat. 6

sun. 7 |9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages
11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer

Mon. 8 |7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book
of Acts” at the Pramukas’

Tues. 9 |11:00 am—Woodside Outreach Bible Study
7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home

Wed. 10| 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— “ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the ‘how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)

Thurs. |11 ]10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”

Fri. 12

Sat. 13

Sun. 14 |1 9:45 am—Christian Education for all ages
11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer

Mon. 15 | 7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the Book

of Acts” at the Pramukas’

Please submit calendar items and events for March to Monica by February 20




Tues. 16 |7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres’ Home

Wed. 17 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— ““ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the ‘how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)

Thurs. 18 |10:00 am—ULadies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”

Fri. 19

Sat. 20

sun. 21 |9:45 am—<Christian Education for all ages
11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer

Mon. 22 | 7:00 pm—Bible Study - “A Helpful & Practical Look at the
Book of Acts” at the Pramukas’

Tues. 23 | 11:00 am—Woodside Outreach Bible Study
7:30 pm—Bible Study at the Torres” Home

Wed. 24 | 6:30 pm—Corporate Prayer
7:15 pm—Wednesday Night Bible Study— ““ The Holy Spirit—
unfolding the ‘how much more’ of His Presence (childcare
provided)

Thurs. 25 |10:00 am—Ladies Bible Study “Feasting on the Word of God”

Fri. 26

Sat. 27

Sun. 28 | 9:45 am—-Christian Education for all ages

11:00 am—Worship
6:00 pm—Corporate Prayer

Listen & Download MBC Sermons!
www.middleburybaptist.mypodcast.com
Or subscribe to sermons on
iTunes!
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/,K There is an INCREASED need for good healthy food such

as cereals (low sugar), canned meats, beans, biscuit and
muffin mixes, dried potatoes, rice, etc. Perishables such as
eggs and meat are accepted as well. Please contact Frank, Jeanne, Monica

or Mary Mazza before bringing in perishables.

’

CLEANING CREW....Many tasks for many abilities. Please
see Pastor John....and help to keep our church clean.

Winter is upon us and there is once again the need for
shoveling and sanding of walks and steps. Please see
Pastor John if the Lord is leading you to this ministry.

AN URGENT PRAYER

There are many in our church body who are struggling
financially. Please consider giving a little extra each week
to the Benevolent Fund. Just mark the bottom of the
check or place the cash in an envelope marked
“Benevol ent Fund” . Groc
helpful as well in aiding these families to put food on the
table. If one member of our body is hurting, we all hurt.
Has the Lord called you to minister to our brothers and
sisters in Christ in this way?

3%
—
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A LOOK BACK—Study Notes

Focus verses: Galatians 5:16-18, Walking in the Spirit
Galatians 5:24-25 and Romans 8:4,14 August, 2007
Pastor Tony Mazza

Legalism, “traditional” churches, man—
made rules (under the law) vs. being under the law of the Spirit. The greater
authority (above man) in our lives is Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit—this is
what drives us and compels us to the Word.

Walking in, led by, living in the Spirit means the Holy Spirit helps us in the
day to day, beyond what is natural or commonplace in our lives. We don’t
live by the real power or working of the Holy Spirit and we avoid His help for
fear that this will lead to the “other” (Pentecostal hype).

The Galatians had fallen away from the doctrine of grace/justification by faith.
This affected their outlook on the Holy Spirit and they fell back on the flesh.
They had literally fallen away from the power of the Holy Spirit, and | believe
Paul would address today’s church in the same way.

Spirit vs. Law......living under or by the law alone, you degenerate to living
under the law of man. We turn away from the supernatural workings of God to
the natural life. Self vs. Holy Spirit.....Man vs. Divine Help. Who is in
control—man/self or the Holy Spirit? Who rules you, leads you, guides you?
The flesh continually lusts against the Spirit and vice-versa. But, lack of the
Holy Spirit leads to sin!!! We have diminished His rule in our lives....He is no
longer Lord of our lives.

New Testament Living is not legalism, living under the law of man or other-
wise, without the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit you can do nothing—
nothing apart from the Holy Spirit. We are told we wrestle against the powers
of darkness (demonic) - how are we to do this in the flesh?

Romans 8—those who are walking according to the Spirit—"walking” is the
ongoing activity of your life. As you walk through life, you will be made
Christ-like, conformed to the image of Christ. | would rather be Christ-like
than to perform a thousand miracles. Vs. 14—by the power of the Holy Spirit
we put to death the deeds of the flesh. You continue to put to death the flesh
throughout your life. Being led ( present, passive tense) by the Spirit is an
action being done to me by something/someone else. To be controlled,
dominated by the Holy Spirit—kept, held, led to safety.

Continued on next page........



A LOOK BACK ...continued

The Holy Spirit should have prominence in your life—every day, every
moment. Look to Him to guide you and to quicken the Word to you.
Ask Him, speak with Him. Daily look by grace to the Holy Spirit.
What could be better than to be full of the Holy Spirit? The “crucified
life” is the life in the Spirit. If you are not living in and by the Spirit,
then your flesh is not being crucified. You led either of self or the Spirit.

Be humbled, yield to the Holy Spirit, submit—so that He may guide and
teach you. He has the right to control our lives.....are we willing?
We seek to limit the Holy Spirit in His ways of speaking to and leading
us. Who is to say what God can and can’t do? This is a supernatural
life, and we are far too earthbound. Man seeks to set the rules to restrict
and confine what can and should be done in and through us by God. If,
by faith, I say in my heart, “I want to submit” - when the Holy Spirit
begins to do a work in me, do | fight or attempt to restrict that work?

In the context of the church itself, “ He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches...” (Revelation 2:7)  The first
century church was much different. They were much more led of the
Spirit. Jesus expected the churches to listen to the Holy Spirit —we have
lost this through the centuries. Was this only applicable for the first
century? Although today we do not get revelation which adds to God’s
Word, we can still hear what the Spirit says to our hearts and the church.

Imagine if the Holy Spirit spoke to our church today—it could be
quite frightening, but also very exhorting and wonderful as well!

BB BB B BRI

“No church has G@er

AW. Tozer @

]
BABBABBOBBBRBBBN

4444

10

r

conception o@God”

sen

above



11

A Glad Benediction
January 24, 2010

2 Corinthians 13:14

There is a lot in that small verse. This is
something that applies to all people here this
morning. This closing benediction emphasizes the Trinity—Father, Son
& Holy Spirit—and all the blessings involved—the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
What affect does this have upon us? What are we to reflect to others in
light of this?

that the Lorfis good,

The grace of Jesus, the love of God, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit—
when these three aspects are operating in the church of Jesus Christ, the
gates of hell cannot prevail against it.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ—qrace is the reflection of all that is
involved in the full redemption that belongs to believers. It speaks of the
Lord Jesus Christ being with you and me on a daily basis. We are saved
by grace, we are kept by grace—qgrace enables us to live this Christian
life. As we are reading Pilgrim’s Progress in Sunday School, it is the
grace of Jesus Christ that kept him going. So, we need this grace for
daily living. God’s grace is sufficient for today —for today’s trials and
troubles. Luke 2:40, speaking about Jesus—the grace of God was upon
Him. The one who grew up with the grace of God upon Him is the same
One who is full of grace and truth, and He dispenses His grace to His
children. The Apostle Paul knew something about God’s grace—
2 Corinthians 12:7-10—.”..My grace is sufficient for you, for My power
is perfected in weakness....” So, there was the Apostle Paul with that
thorn...praying for God to remove it from him...but God tells him to trust
in His grace moment by moment.

God’s grace is given to a humble person. You see that throughout
Scripture. Perhaps the biggest obstacle to a person coming to Christ is
their pride. 1 Peter 5:5—God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to
the humble. 2 Corinthians 8:9 shows what it cost Christ, the Creator
King, to pour out His grace on undeserving, wretched, sinful creatures
such as us. He had to humble Himself in order to pour out His grace
upon us.

Continued on next page.......
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Taste and See...continued

The love of God—there is so much you can say...God is not out to hurt
you or take something from you, He is out to love you and bless you.
When we think of the love of God, we think of John 3:16...for God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.... It starts there.
That word “so” shows the degree of His love—it is vast. God’s love is
extended to those who turn to Christ in repentance....those who do not,
ultimately face God’s wrath for eternity. For those who are under the
love of God......Romans 8:38 —for | am convinced that nothing can
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
What an astounding love. May the love of God be with you all.

The fellowship of the Holy Spirit - “fellowship” here means
participation, close communion. As it says in our Vision Statement, we
desire to be a Spirit-filled church and all that this involves and entails.
This affects how we relate to each other, how we “do” church....this
affects everything. How much more must be grow in the fellowship of
Holy Spirit......

The average Christian can say the Holy Spirit indwells them—Dbut
again, how much more? The fellowship of the Holy Spirit is
something sweet and joyful, and we are just touching on it here. | pray
that the fellowship of the Holy Spirit will be on us more and more.
Luke 11:13—"If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your Heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”

This is the Trinity we are talking about......put those three aspects
together and apply them in our lives.....then we will really be having
something to behold here and it will affect the life of this
church....everything we do.

What a glorious benediction! The grace of Christ, the love of God, the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be upon you all, church! All discord,
division, disputes would be resolved if everyone knew these three
aspects and were immersed in them.

Do you see the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in your life? Do you
see the love of God in your life? Do you see the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit in your life?

For the full sermon in audio, please visit
www.middleburybaptist.mypodcast.com



DYING TO SELF

When you are forgotten or
neglected, or purposely set at
naught, and you don’t sting, and
hurt with the insult or the oversight,
but your heart is happy, being
counted worthy to suffer for Christ,
THAT ISDYING TO SELF

When your good is evil spoken of,
when your wishes are crossed, your
advice disregarded, your opinions
ridiculed, and you refuse to let
anger rise in your heart, or even
defend yourself, but take it all in
patient, loving silence, THAT IS
DYING TO SELF

When you lovingly and patiently
bear any disorder, any irregularity,
any impunctuality, or any
annoyance; when you stand face to
face with waste, folly,
extravagance, spiritual insensibility
and endure it as Jesus endured it,
THAT ISDYING TO SELF

When you never care to refer to

yourself in conversation, or to
record your own good works, or
itch after commendation, when you
can truly love to be unknown,
THAT ISDYING TO SELF

When you are content with any
food, any offering, any raiment, any
climate, any society, any solitude,
any interruption by the will of God,
THAT ISDYING TO SELF

When you can see your brother
prosper and have his needs met,
and can honestly rejoice with him
in spirit and feel no envy nor
question God, while your own
needs are far greater and in
desperate circumstances, THAT IS
DYING TO SELF

When you can receive correction
and reproof from one of less stature
than yourself, and can humbly
submit inwardly as well as
outwardly, finding no rebellion or
resentment rising up within your
heart, THAT ISDYING TO SELF

“ Abide in Me and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself
unless it abides in the vine, so nei-
ther can you unless you abide in
Me. | am the vine, you are the
branches; he who abides in Me
and | in him, he bears much fruit,
for _apart from Me you can do

John 15:4-5

Courtesy of Charity Christian Fellowship’s “The Remnant” Magazine
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THOSE WHO WENT BEFORE US

The headline of the latest AMG (Advancing the Ministries of the Gospel)
International newsletter News from the Field says, “Dr. Spiros Zodhiates
Promoted to Glory”. Dr. Zodhiates, who spent 60 of his 87 years on this
earth serving AMG, went to be with the Lord on October 10, 2009.
According to his friends and co-laborers in Christ, Dr. Zodhiates leaves a
rich legacy. He truly loved and cared for people—reaching out to leprosy
sufferers in India with a great passion. His approach to ministry was
holistic, caring for the physical needs of people along with the spiritual
needs, just as Christ did. When asked how he would like to be introduced at
speaking events, his response was simply, “I am a sinner who has been
shown mercy and has been forgiven by the grace of God”.

Above all, Dr. Zodhiates was passionate about the Word of God. This
passion and desire for every Christian to truly understand the Word of God
led him to develop a number of study tools, among them the Complete Word
Study New Testament. Dr. Zodhiates leaves behind a rich legacy of study
tools that enables anyone to gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word and
apply it to their lives. These resources will continue to be used for the glory
of God for a long time to come, and are highly recommended if you desire a
more profound insight into the Bible.

Word Study Series

NEW TESTAMENT

Bringing the Original Text to Life

XOPU| AIUBIDIDY D)
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YOUR FOOD MUST FIT YOUR NATURE
1 Corinthians 3:1

An excerpt from “ Gettling the

By Spiros Zodhiates

How often do we hear church members blame their preacher for their
own lack of spiritual growth—their lukewarmness, their attachment to
others, or their carnal natures. “We just don’t get fed”, is their
complaint. Yet oftentimes what they really want is to have their ears
tickled. The apostle Paul sensed this same tendency in the members
of the church at Corinth. In the second chapter of his first epistle to
them, he had told them that when he came to them it

was not in the power of natural wisdom, in spite of E
the fact that their present situation was affected by
their placing too great importance on natural §
wisdom. He wanted to make it clear that he was in g
no way responsible for their present conditions as far
as spiritual things were concerned. Now, in the third
chapter, he wants to absolve himself of all
responsibility for their present infantile state, which
he proceeds to describe and tried to correct. Itis as if
he were saying, “I realize that there is a very personal
relationship between you, the believers in Corinth,
and me who brought the Gospel to you in the first
place. However, | cannot be held responsible for your present
condition. There are other factors that you have allowed to come into
your life which have hindered your spiritual growth.  The
responsibility is clearly yours.” Paul’s responsibility on the other
hand was to tell them of their spiritual need, and how it could be met
in Christ. How much better Paul would have felt if he could have said
to these Corinthians what he told the Philippians, “Therefore, my
brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, , so stand
fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” (Philippians 4:1) Nothing
breaks a pastor’s heart more than to minister the word of truth to his
congregation and see that it makes absolutely no change in their lives.

Mo st

out
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“God alone is holy. There is no holiness but that which descends
from Him, the Fountain of all good, hence of all holiness. Mere
human holiness is a counterfeit, and attack upon God’s honor of
being sole and only Fountain of all good. It is the creature’s effort
to be equal with God, and as such an essential sin. Nay, man’s
holiness must be the divinely implanted disposition, stirring his
entire being into loving what God loves, not from his own taste, but
for His Name’s sake.”

Abraham Kuyper, “The Work of the Holy Spirit” - 1888

“True grace is progressive, of a spreading and growing nature. It
is with grace as with light; first, there is the daybreak; then it
shines brighter to the full meridian. A good Christian is never done
growing. The saints are not only compared to stars for their light,
but to trees for their growth (Isaiah 61:3, Hosea 14:5). A good
Christian is not like Hezekiah’s sun that went backwards, nor
Joshua’s sun that stood still, but is always advancing in holiness,

S Q@53="=TPI=

and increasing with the increase of God (1 Corinthians 3:6).”
Rev. Thomas Watson
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“’When the Word of God is truly written upon a man’s mind,
and laid up in his heart, he will soon be declaring it and
speaking of it to others. True grace seeks to diffuse and
propagate itself. Naturalists observe that mules, and creatures
that are of a mongrel race, do not procreate after their kind;
even so false Christians are not for propagating and enlarging
Christ’s interests. Such men are not warm, spiritual, and
heavenly in their discourses, and aim not at increasing the
number of believers. Andrew when acquainted with Christ
calls Peter, and both call Nathanael, saying, “we have found
the Messiah” (John 1:41-45). John calls his disciples. As a
hen when she hath found a worm, or a barleycorn, clucks for
her chicks that they may come and partake of it with her; so a
man acquainted with Christ, who hath tasted that the Lord is
gracious, cannot hold his peace, but must be calling his
friends and relations to come and share with him of the same
grace. The more men have of God the more they will use
their spiritual riches for the benefit of others, and the more
eager they will be to employ all opportunities for doing
good.’

Reader, how does this brief paragraph bear on you? It comes
from the pen of an ancient master in Israel; let it lead you to
self examination. Especially inquire whether you are of the
mulish breed, for a sterile life is not a spiritual life. He who is
never troubled for the souls of others has great cause to be
troubled for his own.”

C.H. Spurgeon
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Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria—January 27, 2010

Two pastors and 46 other Christians have been confirmed
killed in the outbreak of violence that began 10 days ago. In
the religious clash , triggered when Muslim youths on
January 17 attacked a Catholic Church, 10 church buildings
were burned, and 27 Christians are still missing. Police
estimate over 300 lives were lost in the clash.

Soldiers were seen in some parts watching the Muslim
youths shooting Christians and burning buildings without
making any efforts to stop them, as reported by the
Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN).

The same area suffered in November of 2008, when
murderous rioting sparked by Muslim attacks on Christians
and their property left 6 pastors dead, 500 people killed and
40 churches destroyed, according to church leaders. More
than 25, 000 persons were displaced in two days of violence.

Located in Nigeria’s central region between the Muslim-
majority north and the mainly Christian south, Plateau state
is home to various ethnic Christian groups co-existing
uneasily with Muslim Hausa settlers.

Nairobi, Kenya, January 26—Islamic extremists shot the
leader of an underground church to death outside the capital
city of Somalia this month and have threatened to kill his
wife, his tearful widow told Compass. Having learned that
he had left Islam to become a Christian, Somali militants
from the Islamic extremist al Shabaab murdered 41-year-old
Mohammed Ahmed Ali at about noon on January 1, Amina
Ibrahim Hassan said. He was killed sometime after leaving
his home in Hodan, on the outskirts of Mogadishu. Ali led
an underground church. Somali Christians are in danger
from both extremist groups and Somali law. The extremists
also reportedly beheaded seven Christians on July 10 of last
year.
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Pray for the Unreached

= MISSION FACTS
u D There are some 458,000 villages in India with no known
Christian presence.
‘D Of the 16,352 people_ groups by country 6,650 are still
considered unreached
\||:> About 59% of the world’s population is considered “least
reached”, meaning there is little or no evangelical presence
in the area (<2%o)
\IE} The largest group without even Scripture portions in their
primary language is the Jin Chinese of China—population
58,000,000 (yes, that’s million)

Courtesy of www.joshuaproject.net
A ministry of the U.S. Center for World Missions
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My angel to
testify to you
these things for
the churches. |
am the root and
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of David, the
bright morning
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Revelation 22:16
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