
February,  2009  

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 

Servant Song 

 

Brother, let me be your servant 

Let me be as Christ to you 

Pray that I may have the grace 

To let you be my servant too. 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey 

We are brothers on the road 

We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 

In the nighttime of your fear 

I will hold my hand out to you 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

I will weep when you are weeping 

When you laugh, Iõll laugh with you 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

Till weõve seen this journey through. 
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Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

To Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church, 

The Bible says, ñAnd my God shall supply all your need according to His 

riches in glory by Christ Jesus.ò (Philippians 4:19) 

 

In this verse, Paul was expressing his appreciation to the believers in Philippi 

for sending Epaphroditus to him along with a ñfragrant aroma, an acceptable 

sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.ò (vs.18)  Paul thanked the brethren for the gift 

that he had received from them by the hand of Epaphroditus.  What is         

important to note is that Paul wanted the Philippians to know that he           

recognized God as the one who supplied his need.  Paul lived a life of faith and 

trust in God.  He trusted in God to provide for him.  He had previously stated 

in this passage: ñNot that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in 

whatever circumstances I am.  I know how to get along with humble means, 

and I also know how to live in prosperity, in any and every circumstance I have 

learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of abundance and 

suffering need.  I can do all things through Him who strengthens 

me.ò (Philippians 4:11-13)  Paul said these things and lived this way because 

he trusted in God to supply all his needs. 

 

I would like to share with you an example of someone who has lived their life 

according to Philippians 4:19.  I hope that you are encouraged through her 

testimony as I was when I heard it.  Gladys Wigden was a missionary to the 

Seminole Indians that our church has supported with prayer and finances.  

Many of you have heard her name before.  She was mentioned in the last  

newsletter in the Missionôs Moment section.  As was reported there, she fell 

and broke her hip and has been recovering in a Nursing Home.  I received a 

letter from her pastor, Larry Wigden (who is also her nephew), letting us know 

how Gladys is currently doing.  I also called him for an update as to her      

condition.  He said that she was doing well physically and that at the nursing 

home she was a prized pupil.  Her mental state is such that she gets confused a 

bit and has to be reminded that she was in a nursing home because she fell and 

broke her hip.  He said her confused state gets worse in the evening but her 

Christian testimony remains strong.  At the time that I spoke with Larry, he 

said that they were planning on sending her home but that she would need 24 

hour nursing care at home.  Gladys has no insurance.  She never paid into   

social security.  She lived off of whatever financial support she received from 

the Lordôs people.  She would place that money into a checking account and 

paid her bills and lived off whatever support she received.  She never had a 

savings account.  Her view of life and approach to these things has always 

been ñThe Lord will provide.ò  At the present time, her nephew/pastor is    

handling all of her financial affairs.  He has been reluctant to contact Medicaid 

because Gladys has continued to express her desire to continue to live solely 

by the provision of her Lord.                                         Continued on next page 



Pastorôs Corner, continued from previous page 

  

Pastor Larry said that this way of living goes against all 

human understanding and rationale but yet he has tried to 

live that way and he does not want to take this away from his 

aunt.  Currently her bills have been paid by Gladysô home 

church and the Lordôs people who have supported Gladys 

over the years. 

  

The Bible says, ñAnd my God shall supply all your need 

according to His riches in glory by Christ                         

Jesus.ò (Philippians 4:19)  The apostle Paul lived that way 

and Gladys Wigden is just one the Lordôs children who has 

sought to live that way, too.  After speaking with Larry   

Wigden, I was comforted and encouraged by their testimony.  

Since that conversation, I find myself looking more to the 

Lord for the needs that I have in the present, as well as for 

those needs that I will have in the future.  In fact, the Lord 

has been speaking to my heart personally to trust Him for 

today and for this present moment and not worry about    

tomorrow but instead to just concern myself with living in 

His presence as much as I can today and trust Him with   

tomorrow, next week, next month, and next year.  So I pray 

that we all may learn to trust and lean and rely on the Lord to 

meet our personal needs and the needs of our church because 

that kind of faith bring glory to Jesus Christ and it brings joy 

and peace to His people.  To live this way can bring great 

freedom to us all and a greater enjoyment in God. 

  

May the Lord bless you towards that end, 

Pastor John 

Little Known Fact 

Gladys was once a member of the Widgen Family Gospel  

                         Singers.  She and two of her brothers  

                         Appeared on Reverend Percy Crawfordôs 

ñYouth on the Marchò 1950ôs 

television show as the Wigden 

Trio. 
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Holy SpiritðWe desire the fullness of the Holy Spirit and in humility 

recognize our need for the Spirit to more fully own, control and inhabit 

our lives (Eph. 5:18; Luke 24:49) 

 A. We want the Holy Spirit to lead and direct the ministries of the 

 church (Acts 13:1-4) 

 B. We need spiritual leaders who are filled with the Holy Spirit   

 (Acts 6:4-5; Acts 3:9) 

ParticipatingðOur desire is to participate in what God is doing 

 We want to be sensitive to the Holy Spiritôs leading in all things by 

 prayerfully seeking Godôs will, looking for His leading in all things 

 and then join Him in what He is doing. (John 5:19-20) 

WorshipðWe recognize that there is a sense in which our lives are to 

be a continuous act of worship of God.  In our corporate gatherings for 

worship, we desire to become a people who seek and hunger after God. 

(Psalm 42:1) 

Discipleshipðthrough the preaching and teaching of Godôs Word, we 

will equip the saints to grow in spiritual maturity. (Eph. 4:11-13) 

ServanthoodðWe desire to follow Christôs example by serving one 

another in love.  We recognize that every member is a minister and that 

we are to be co-laborers in Christ. (John 13:33-35; 1 Peter 2:9-10;  

        Gal. 5:13) 

RelationshipsðWe recognize our need for supportive faith building 

relationships between brothers and sisters in Christ (Romans 14:9; Eph. 

4:29) 

MissionsðWe desire to declare Godôs glory through our support of 

missions (Psalm 96:3) 

Outreach/EvangelismðWe desire to reach out to our community with 

the love of Christ by ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of 

       people. (Luke 10:30-37; 

       Hebrews 12:12-13) 

PrayerðWe acknowledge 

        our need to be led by the  

       Lord in all things in our  

       church and in our personal 

       lives (Isaiah 30:21; 1 Thess. 

       5:16; Phil. 4:6) 

        

Sunday, February 8 
6:00 pm 

All ages, from Elementary School to 
College are invited to  Fellowship 

and Game Night.  Bring your  
favorite game.  Please see Lauren 
Lounsbury for more Information! 

Middlebury Baptist Churchôs Core Values 
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Sun. 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorshipðòRedeemedò will be joining us for Worship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                               2 Tim. 1:7 

1 

Mon. 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                         Rom. 8:38-39                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
2 

Tues. 7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                            Gal. 3:26 
3 

Wed. 7:00 pmðFinger Food Fellowship                                       Ps. 34:6 

                                                                                               
4 

Thurs. 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò             John 14:16-17 5 

Fri.  6                                                                                          Rom. 16:20 

Sat. 7  9:00 amðòLight Brigadeò Outreach & Evangelism Team Meeting                                                                                            

                                                                                             Joel 2:28 

Sun. 8 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

5:00 pmðVision Development Team Meeting 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer     

6:00 pmð Elementary-College Age Game Night         1 Cor. 15:58 

Mon. 9  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                                 Hab. 2:3  

Tues. 10   7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                          John 15:10 

Wed. 11 7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò                   Matt. 18:4 

Thurs. 12 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò                    1 Tim. 4:8 

Fri.  13                                                                                             Isa. 41:13 

Sat. 14                                                                                              Ps. 18:39 

Sun. 15 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                       Prov. 24:24-25 

February Calendar  

Scripture readings are from David Wilkersonôs Promise Calendarðthe message is, 

ñFear not, for God has promised to preserve those who fully trust in Himò.   



 

Mon. 16  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                  Rom. 8:34                                                                                           

Tues. 17  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                        Ps. 140:13 

Wed. 18  7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò                  Phil. 4:9 

                                                                                        

Thurs. 19 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò               Matt. 18:19 

Fri.  20                                                                                             Isa. 46:4 

Sat. 21                                                                                        Ps. 5:11-12 

Sun.  22 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                            Matt. 7:24 

Mon. 23  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                   1 Jn. 5:12  

Tues. 24  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                          John 14:3 

Wed.  25  11:00 amðMiddlebury Convalescent Home Outreach Ministry 

7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò                 Heb. 8:12 

                                                                                        

Thurs. 26 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòBe Filledò                  1 Jn. 4:10 

Fri.  27                                                                                      Ps. 31:19-20 

Sat. 28                                                                                         1 Pet. 2:24 
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Please submit March ministry events to Monica Pramuka  by February 23 



MINISTRY UPDATES  

Outreach Evangelism Team (aka ñThe Light Brigadeò) 
The Outreach Evangelism Team met at Maples on January 17.  

Our aim is to reach out to our neighbors in the vicinity of our 

Church, offering a hand of friendship and prayer.  This will 

likely begin by sending a brief letter of introduction.  Since 

there are many needs in the area of Walsh School in 

Waterbury, we will be conducting prayer walks and/or drives, 

as well as meeting as many families in the area as the Lord 

allows. Prayer warriors are needed!  Please join us in loving 

fellowship as we, the bearers of Christôs light, reach out to a 

world living in darkness.  As a child of God, you are a light 

bearer! The next meeting will take place on Saturday,      

February 7 at 9:00 

Food Pantry 

Hunger doesnôt stop with the holidayséé.please continue to   remember 

those who are less fortunate than ourselves by providing food for the food 

pantry.  Canned meats, tuna,   peanut butter, cereals, baking mixes, side 

dishes, canned or boxed juices are particularly needed.  As we thank God 

for His abundant   blessing when we sit down to our meals each evening , 

let us please also remember those who are suffering without proper     

nutrition.  ñIs this not the fast I have chosené.is it not to share your 

bread with the hungry and that you bring to your house the poor who are 

cast outé.?ò (Isaiah 58:6-7)    

8 

According to the Hunger Task Force, the following non-perishable food 

items are the most nutritional: 

Vegetablesðcanned corn, green beans, peas, and carrots 

Breakfast Itemsðdried cereal, oatmeal, grits and pancake mixes 

Fruit and Juiceðcanned pears, apricots, pineapples and peaches 

Dinner Itemsðpastas, rice and rice mixes, potato mixes, macaroni and 

cheese dinners 

Proteinðcanned meat, poultry, fish, peanut butter, beans (dried and 

canned), nuts, and high protein main dishes such as canned chili and stews 

Lunch Itemsðcanned or dry soups 



Update from the Vision Development Team 

Our first Vision Development Team meeting took place on 

Sunday, January 18 at 5:00 pm.  Pastor John, Frank         

Pramuka, Jeanne Pramuka, Michael Schwartz and Lauren 

Lounsbury were in attendance (Monica Pramuka was not 

able to attend due to illness).  We discussed the purpose for 

the Vision Development Team, which is to assist the Pastor 

in providing support to the ministries of the church as well as 

in the establishment of new ministries in accordance with the 

new vision of the church.  We discussed and prayed about 

how the vision statement and the core values are to be     

reflected in the various ministries of the church and shared 

some initial ideas regarding this.  In addition, we talked 

about how we are seeking to build a participatory ministry at 

MBC.  In that regard, the Lord may place on the hearts of 

others within the church ideas about how to implement the 

vision of the church as it relates to a specific ministry and 

our core values, so please feel free to speak with Pastor John 

or one of the other members of the Vision Development 

Team towards that end.  All are heartily encouraged to    

become involvedðOur next meeting is scheduled for    

Sunday, February 8 at 5:00 pm. 

 Editorôs Pick 

If you canôt join us for Sunday School as we 

study Jesus in the Minor Prophets with Pastor 

Mazza, pick up a copy of this book.  The   

Minor Prophets are an important but often 

neglected part of the  Bible.  See even more 

clearly that Jesus is the central figure of the 

entire Bible.  Think of them as letters to us, 

much like the seven letters to the seven 

churches in the Book of Revelation.  As    

relevant for today as they were then.  Read the 

Minor Prophets and be awestruck by Godôs 

redemptive plan.   

9 



                                                                               

Many praises to God as we     

welcome our new Associate    

Pastor, Tony Mazza and his wife, 

Mary, to our church family.  

Praises also for all the new /

returning members to our local 

body of Christ.  Pray the Lord 

reveal Himself to us as a church  

in a mighty way as we move    

forward, in unity,  with the new 

vision He has given us.  

 

Thank you, Father in Heaven, for 

bringing Erin & Patrick home 

safely, and for how You revealed 

Yourself to them and to those they 

had contact with in China.   

 

Please do not cease to pray for 

Gladys Wigden as she continues 

to recuperate from her broken 

hipðpray for the Lordôs          

sustained provision for her     

medical bills and  living expenses. 

 

Please lift up Israel, and the    

Middle East in general.  Pray for 

the Lordôs intervention according 

to His will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for Frank, Jeanne and 

Monica Pramuka as they travel to 

Florida at the end of the month.  

Pray that the Lord give them all 

boldness of speech as they visit 

family members. 

 

Pray for Frankôs sister, Joanne, 

and her children, Michael and 

Jennifer.  Pray also for Monicaôs 

father, Horst.  Pray the Lord have 

mercy on them, reveal Himself to 

all of them and bring them to   

salvation.   

 

Pray for all those within our 

church body suffering from     

illness, loss and financial         

difficultiesðmay they rest in 

Godôs sovereignty. 

 

Please pray for our new President 

as he faces many difficult         

decisions. Also, please pray that 

this country turn to the Lord in 

repentance and once again       

become a Christian nation.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Praises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer Requests   
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TASTY MORSELSð

Sermon Excerpts 

ñName That Tuneò 

Psalm 59: 16-17 and Isaiah 41:10 

                                                      What song would describe the  

                                                       way we live?  The Lord wants us 

to sing of His strength and His stronghold on our lives regardless of 

what is going on around us.  Psalm 59, verse 16 begins with, ñBut, 

as for meééò - showing the contrast between Davidôs enemies 

and where Davidôs heart is despite all the trouble surrounding him.  

Praise flows forth from Davidôs mouth in the face of ñbloodthirsty 

dogsò surrounding him.   

 

We cannot sing of Godôs strength when we are relying on our own.  

When the Lord is truly our strength, He receives the Glory and we 

receive the joy.  As we sing of Him, we bear a powerful testimony, 

thereby glorifying Him.  As we see the world around us changing 

and difficulties encroaching upon us, God is our refuge and strength 

(ref. Psalm 46).  When we are afraid, we can trust in Him. ( ref. 

Psalm 56:3-4) ñIn God, whose word I praise, in God I have put my 

trust.  I shall not be afraid..ò   

 

The word ñrefugeò in verse 16 of Psalm 59 means ña place of   

escapeò or ñretreatò.  As all hell breaks out around us, we need not 

fear for ñwhen you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they will not overflow you.  When you walk 

through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn 

you.ò (Isaiah 43:2)  We are promised that He will never leave nor 

forsake us.  His ñhelpò surrounds us and supports us.   

 

We must learn to take refuge in God.  ñI have set the Lord          

continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will not be 

shaken.ò (Psalm 16:8) 

 

We are in desperate need of a new song as testimony to what the 

Lord is doing - ñHe put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to 

our God; many will see and fear and will trust in the Lord.ò (Psalm 

40:3) Also read Psalm 96 and Psalm 98 for more reasons to sing 

our ñnew songò.   
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Missions Moment 

 
Pastor John recently spoke with Gladys Widgenôs nephew, 

who gave a wonderful testimony to Gladysôs trust in the 

Lord.  Gladys devoted her life to 

ministering to the Seminole    

completely by faith that the Lord 

would    provide for all her needs, 

which He did without fail.     

Despite having no medical     

coverage or  income, her faith 

remains unwavering.  As George 

Mueller once said, ñBe assured, 

if you walk with Him and look to 

Him, and expect help from Him, 

He will never fail you.ò  Praise 

God.   

 
Hearts were touched in China as 

Erin & Patrick ministered to   

college students in the northern-

most regions.  The city of Harbin 

is home to one of the most    

prestigious colleges in China, the 

Harbin Institute of Technology, 

where Patrick made contact with Alex.  Alex had many  

questions and   Patrick had opportunity to have some very 

deep conversations with him about the Lord.  All four     

Gospels were read not long after Patrick gave Alex his Bible.  

Patrick also purchased a copy of C.S. Lewisô ñMere      

Christianityò in Chinese for Alex.  

 

Meanwhile, Erin developed a friendship with Hermione at 

H.I.T.  Hermione and her family belong to a cult that is quite 

prevalent in China.  Hermione has had contact with Christian 

Missionaries before and has heard the 

Gospel message.  Erin re-inforced this 

message during their time together.    

 

Pray the Lord continue to reveal Himself 

to Alex, Hermione, and all others Erin 

and Patrick had contact with in Harbin. 

View of the City of Harbin 


