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February, 2009

MBC Mission Statement: To glorify God by proclaiming the
excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of
salvation in Him.

MBC Vision Statement: To be a Spirifilled church,
passionate in our pursuit of knowing and
glorious presence and make His presence known to others by
ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people
glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Pray that | may have the grace
To let you be my servant too.

We are pilgrims on a journey

We are brothers on the road
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christlight for you
In the nighttime of your fear
I will hold my hand out to you
Speak the peace you long to hear.

augh with you

ourney througl
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If you would like to contribute information regarding MBC
Ministries, please-enail photos, notes, prayer requests and
praises to Monica Pramuka at Pramuka26@charter.net



Past or 68 A Message €rom Pastor John 3

To Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church,
The Bible saysi And my God shall supply all your need
riches i n gl orPhilippans4d®r i st Jesus. 0 (

In this verse, Paul was expressing his appreciation to the believers in Philippi

for sending Epaphroditus to him along with a f
sacrifice, welp | e a s i n gvs.8 Pad thadnked the€ brethren for the gift

that he had received from them by the hand of Epaphroditus. What is

important to note is that Paul wanted the Philippians to know that he

recognized God as the one who supplied his need. Paul lived a life of faith and

trust in God. He trusted in God to provide for him. He had previously stated

in this passage: f@ANot that | speak from want, f
whatever circumstances | am. | know how to get along with humble means,

and | also know how to live in prosperity, in any and every circumstance | have

learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of abundance and

suffering need. | can do all things through Him who strengthens

me . Rhilippians 4:1113) Paul said these things and lived this way because

he trusted in God to supply all his needs.

I would like to share with you an example of someone who has lived their life

according toPhilippians 4:19 | hope that you are encouraged through her

testimony as | was when | heard it. Gladys Wigden was a missionary to the

Seminole Indians that our church has supported with prayer and finances.

Many of you have heard her name before. She was mentioned in the last

newsletter in the Missionbs Moment section. A
and broke her hip and has been recovering in a Nursing Home. | received a

letter from her pastor, Larry Wigden (who is also her nephew), letting us know

how Gladys is currently doing. | also called him for an update as to her

condition. He said that she was doing well physically and that at the nursing

home she was a prized pupil. Her mental state is such that she gets confused a

bit and has to be reminded that she was in a nursing home because she fell and

broke her hip. He said her confused state gets worse in the evening but her

Christian testimony remains strong. At the time that | spoke with Larry, he

said that they were planning on sending her home but that she would need 24

hour nursing care at home. Gladys has no insurance. She never paid into

social security. She lived off of whatever financial support she received from

the Lordébés peopl e. She would place that money
paid her bills and lived off whatever support she received. She never had a

savings account. Her view of life and approach to these things has always

been AThe Lord wildl provide. 0 At the present
handling all of her financial affairs. He has been reluctant to contact Medicaid

because Gladys has continued to express her desire to continue to live solely

by the provision of her Lord. Continued on next page



Past or 6 scontihaed froenmprevious page

Pastor Larry said that this way of living goes against all

human understanding and rationale but yet he has tried to

live that way and he does not want to take this away from his

aunt. Currently her bills have been paid by GI
church and the Lorddés people who have supp
over the years.

The Bible saysfi And my God shalll supply al|l your n
according to His riches in glory by Christ

J e s uPhilippiang 4:19 The apostle Paul lived that way

and Gladys Wigden is just one the Lordés cl
sought to live that way, too. After speaking with Larry

Wigden, | was comforted and encouraged by their testimony.

Since that conversation, | find myself looking more to the

Lord for the needs that | have in the present, as well as for

those needs that | will have in the future. In fact, the Lord

has been speaking to my heart personally to trust Him for

today and for this present moment and not worry about

tomorrow but instead to just concern myself with living in

His presence as much as | can today and trust Him with

tomorrow, next week, next month, and next year. So | pray

that we all may learn to trust and lean and rely on the Lord to

meet our personal needs and the needs of our church because

that kind of faith bring glory to Jesus Christ and it brings joy

and peace to His people. To live this way can bring great

freedom to us all and a greater enjoyment in God.

May the Lord bless you towards that end,
Pastor John

Gladys was once a member of the Widgen Family Gospel
| - | Singers. She and two of her brothers
Appeared on Reverend Percy Crawfordoés
AYouth on the ” e

television show as the Wigde
Trio.




Mi ddl ebury Bapti st ChuPchos

Holy Spiritd We desire the fullness of the Holy Spirit and in humility
recognize our need for the Spirit to more fully own, control and inhabit
our lives (Eph. 5:18; Luke 24:49)
A. We want the Holy Spirit to lead and direct the ministries of the
church (Acts 13:4)
B. We need spiritual leaders who are filled with the Holy Spirit
(Acts 6:45; Acts 3:9)
Participating®d Our desire is to participate in what God is doing
We want to be sensitive to the
prayerfully seeking Godds will
and then join Him in what He is doing. (John 52®
Worshipd We recognize that there is a sense in which our lives are to
be a continuous act of worship of God. In our corporate gatherings for
worship, we desire to become a people who seek and hunger after God
(Psalm 42:1)
Discipleshidt hr ough t he preaching and
will equip the saints to grow in spiritual maturity. (Eph. 413)

Cor e

Hol vy
|l oo

teachi

Servanthoro®d We desire to follow Christods ex

another in love. We recognize that every member is a minister and that
we are to be ctaborers in Christ. (John 13:385; 1 Peter 2:90;

Gal. 5:13)

Relationship®d We recognize our need for supportive faith building

relationships between brothers and sisters in Christ (Romans 14:9; Eph.

4:29)

Mission®d We desire to decl are Godo6s
missions (Psalm 96:3)

Outreach/Evangelisn® We desire to reach out to our community with
the love of Christ by ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of
people. (Luke 10:3@7;

Hebrews 12:12.3)

Prayerd We acknowledge
our need to be led by the ve tne n
Lord in all things in our

church and in our personal Sunday, February 8
lives (Isaiah 30:21; 1 Thes{ 6:00 pm
5:16; Phil. 4:6) :

All ages, from Elementary School {o
College are invited to Fellowship
and Game Night. Bring your
favorite game. Please see Lauren

Lounsbury for more Information!

glory

Ki

Val ues

Spirit
ing f o

ng of

ampl e b

througl



February Calendar

Sun. 1 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship 0 Redeemedo will be]joining us f
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer 2Tim. 1.7
Mon. 2 7:00 pnd Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Practical Look at
of Actso Rom. 8:3839
Tues. 3 700pmd St udy in the Book of Romans at the T
Gal. 3:26
Wed. 4 7:00 pnd Finger Food Fellowship Ps. 34:6
Thurs. |5 10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 0 Be Fi | | dohkndl4:1617
Fri. 6 Rom. 16:20
Sat. 7 900amdoLi ght Brigadeodo Outreach & Evangelis
Joel 2:28
Sun. 8 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
5:00 pnd Vision Development Team Meeting
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer
6:00 pnd ElementaryCollege Age Game Night 1 Cor. 15:58
Mon. 9 7:00 pnd Bible Study- A" A Hel pf ul & Pracltical Look at
of Actso Hab. 2:3
Tues. 10 700pmd St udy in the Book of Rolmans at the T
John 15:10
Wed. 11 |7:00 pmd Bible Study 6 Tot al For gi v Maitel84 o
Thurs. |12 |10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Be Fi | | e d16Tim. 4:8
Fri. 13 Isa. 41:13
Sat. 14 Ps. 18:39
Sun. 15 |9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer Prov. 24:2425
Scripture readings are fr omthPmessageisWi | ker sonds Pr
fiFear not, for God has promised to preserve thos



Mon. |16 7:00 pnd Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Pra

Book of Actsbo Rom. 8:34
Tues. |17 700pnd St udy in the Book of R d

Ps. 140:13

Wed. |18 7:00 pn® Bible Study 0 Tot al For gi vRhih4%
Thurs. |19 10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Be Fi | | evath 18:19
Fri. 20 Isa. 46:4
Sat. 21 Ps. 5:1112
Sun. 22 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages

11:00 and Worship

6:00 pn® Corporate Prayer Matt. 7:24
Mon. |23 7:00 pnd Bible Study- iA Hel pful & Pr a/{

Book of Actso 1Jn. 5:12
Tues. |24 700pnd St udy in the Book of R d

John 14:3

Wed. |25 11:00 and Middlebury Convalescent Home Outreach Ministr,

7:00 pn® Bible Study 0 Tot al For gi vHelm &1
Thurs. |26 | 10:00 and Ladies Bible Study 6 Be Fi | | e d dn. 4:10
Fri. 27 Ps. 31:1920
Sat. 28 1 Pet. 2:24

= A =

tical Look at
mans at the To
s 0
tical Look at
mans at the To
V\
s 0

Please submit March ministry events to Monica Pramuka by February 23



MINISTRY UPDATES 8

Food Pantry
Hunger doesné6t stop with the hjolidayséé. pl e

those who are less fortunate than ourselves by providing food for the food

pantry. Canned meats, tuna, peanut butter, cereals, baking mixes, side

dishes, canned or boxed juices are particularly needed. As we thank God

for His abundant blessing when we sit down to our meals each evening ,

let us please also remember those who are suffering without proper
nutritsomhisfAnot the fast I hjfave choseneée.
bread with the hungry and that you bring to your house the poor who are

cast olsdiab 5889 (

According to the Hunger Task Force, the following fpamishable food
items are the most nutritional:
Vegetable® canned corn, green beans, peas, and carrots

Breakfast Iltemsd dried cereal, oatmeal, grits and pancake mixes

Fruit and Juiced canned pears, apricots, pineapples and peaches
Dinner Itemsd pastas, rice and rice mixes, potato mixes, macaroni and

cheese dinners
Proteind canned meat, poultry, fish, peanut butter, beans (dried and
canned), nuts, and high protein main dishes such as canned chili and stews
Lunch ltemsd canned or dry soups

Qutreach Evangelism Team (laka fAThe Light Bri
The Outreach Evangelism Team met at Maples on January 17.

Our aim is to reach out to our neighbors in the vicinity of|our

Church, offering a hand of friendship and prayer. This |will

likely begin by sending a brief letter of introduction. Sipce

there are many needs in the area of Walsh Schogl in

Waterbury, we will be conducting prayer walks and/or drijes,

as well as meeting as many families in the area as the|Lord

allows. Prayer warriors are needed! Please join us in Igving

fell owship as we, the beafers of Christds |
world living in darkness.As a child of God, you are a light
bearer! The next meeting will take place on Saturday,
February 7 at 9:00




Update from the Vision Development Team
Our first Vision Development Team meeting took place on
Sunday, January 18 at 5:00 pm. Pastor John, Frank
Pramuka, Jeanne Pramuka, Michael Schwartz and Lauren
Lounsbury were in attendance (Monica Pramuka was not
able to attend due to illness). We discussed the purpose for
the Vision Development Team, which is to assist the Pastor
in providing support to the ministries of the church as well as
in the establishment of new ministries in accordance with the
new vision of the church. We discussed and prayed about
how the vision statement and the core values are to be
reflected in the various ministries of the church and shared
some initial ideas regarding this. In addition, we talked
about how we are seeking to build a participatory ministry at
MBC. In that regard, the Lord may place on the hearts of
others within the church ideas about how to implement the
vision of the church as it relates to a specific ministry and
our core values, so please feel free to speak with Pastor John
or one of the other members of the Vision Development
Team towards that endAll are heartily encouraged to
become involved Our next meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, February 8 at 5:00 pm.

Editords Pick
I f you candét join u
study Jesus in the Minor Prophets with Pa
Mazza, pick up a copy of this book. THE
Minor Prophets are an important but o
neglected part of the Bible. See even njpng
Clearly that JeSUS iS the Central ﬁgure Of -12lmnlellmlntlrln!rmlnaulnnrprnnlau
entire Bible. Think of them as letters to
much like the seven letters to the se¥
churches in the Book of Revelation. As
relevant for today as they were then. Read the
Mi nor Prophets and be
redemptive plan.

School as

Godods



Praises & Prayer Requests
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Many praises to God as
welcome our
Pastor, Tony Mazza and his wi
Mary, to our church family
Praises also for all the new
returning members to our lod
body of Christ. Pray the Lo

reveal Himself to us as a chuich

in a mighty way as we mo
forward, in unity, with the ne
vision He has given us.

Thank you, Father in Heaven, fanercy on them, reveal Himself

bringing Erin & Patrick hom
safely, and for how You reveal

Yourself to them and to those they

had contact with in China.

Please do not cease to pray
Gladys Wigden as she contint
to recuperate from her brok
hipd pr ay for t
sustained provision for h
medical bills and living expense

Please lift up Israel, and t
Middle East in general. Pray f
the Lordbs int
to His will.

e
new Associat’lease pray for Frank, Jeanne

[@/onica Pramuka as they travel
-Florida at the end of the mon
Pray that the Lord give them
aoldness of speech as they V
damily members.
®ray for Fr ank
Jenni fer. Pr a
father, Horst. Pray the Lord hal

Pall of them and bring them
pclalvation.

Pray for all those within ol
church body suffering fror
filhess, loss and financi
€ifficultiesd may they rest i
PBodO0s sovereidg
h e Lor dos

EPlease pray for our new Presid
fs he faces many difficy
decisions. Also, please pray tl

Dfepentance and once ag
®acome a Christiah natiof.C O

\and her children, Michael and

ehis country turn to the Lord in

and
to

h.
il
isit

0s

y
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to
o
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TASTY MORSELSd
Sermon Excerpts

ifiName That Tuneo
Psalm 59: 1617 and Isaiah 41:10

What song would describe the
way we live? The Lord wants us
to sing of His strength and His stronghold on our lives regardless of

what is going on around ug’salm 59, verse16egi ns wi t h, ABut ,

as for - mbéwdng the contrast between Davidobs
and where Davidés heart is despite all the t
Praise flows forth from Davidés mouth in the

dogso surrounding hi m.

We cannot sing of Godés strength when we are
When the Lord is truly our strength, He receives the Glory and we

receive the joy. As we sing of Him, we bear a powerful testimony,

thereby glorifying Him. As we see the world around us changing

and difficulties encroaching upon WSodis our refuge and strength

(ref. Psalm 4. When we are afraid, we can trust in Him. ( ref.

Psalm 56:34) InfSod,whose word | praisén Godl have put my

trust . I shall not be afraid. .o

of
| breaks ou
he waters,

The wor d versellbadiRs@mM5%inemans fia pl ace
escapeodo or fAretreato. As al l hel
fear for fAwhen you pass through t
through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk

through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn

y 0 ulsaiah 43:2 We are promised that He will never leave nor
forsake wus. His fihel pd surrounds us and sup

We must | earn to take refuge in God. Al hav
continually before me; because He is at my right hand, | will not be
s h a k @3almad6:§

We are in desperate need of a new song as testimony to what the

Lordisdoing-iHe put a new song in my mouth, a song
our God;many will see and fear and will trust in the LardPqalm

40:3) Also readPsalm 96and Psalm 98for more reasons to sing

our fAnew songo.




Missions Moment
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Pastor John recently spoke with
who gave a wonderful testi mony

Lord. Gladys devoted her life to
ministering to the Seminole
completely by faith that the Lord

would provide for all her needs,

which He did without fail.
Despite having no medical
coverage or income, her faith
remains unwavering. As George
Muel l er once said,
if you walk with Him and look to

Him, and expect help from Him,

He wi || never fail
God.

Hearts were touched in China as
Erin & Patrick ministered to
college students in the northern
most regions. The city of Harbin
is home to one of the most
prestigious colleges in China, the
Harbin Institute of Technology,
where Patrick made contact with Alex. Alex had many
questions and Patrick had opportunity to have some very
deep conversations with him about the Lord. All four
Gospels were read not long after Patrick gave Alex his Bible.
Patrick al so purchased a cop
Christianityo in Chinese for A

o

Meanwhile, Erin developed a friendship with Hermione at
H.I.T. Hermione and her family belong to a cult that is quite
prevalent in China. Hermione has had contact with Christian
Missionaries before and has heard the

Gospel message. Erin-igforced this

message during their time together.

Pray the Lord continue to reveal Himself

to Alex, Hermione, and all others Erin
and Patrick had contact with in Harbin.

View of the City of Harbin

nBe

you.

Gl adys
t o

Wi dg
Gl adysébs

assured,

Praise



