
December,  2009  

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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The Morning star ð december 2009  

If you would like to contribute information regarding MBC 

Ministries, please e-mail photos, notes, prayer requests and 

praises to Monica Pramuka at Pramuka26@charter.net 



3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH, 

The Bible says, ñ With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and 

with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the 

saints.ò (Ephesians 6:18) 

 

In this verse the apostle Paul places a tremendous emphasis on the importance 

and power of prayer.  Andrew Murray said, ñGodôs child can conquer           

everything by prayer.ò  The greatest weapon that a Christian has for living the 

Christian life and for appropriating the power and the blessing of God in our 

lives is prayer.  We can accomplish more for the salvation of loved ones and 

friends by praying for them that we can in any other way.  Through prayer we 

grow in personal piety, holiness and in the image and likeness of Christ.  

Through prayer we can touch the lives of missionaries, of those persecuted for 

the faith and of the unreached people groups around the world.  The history of 

the church has seen many revivals and prayer has always been a key ingredient 

that led to the Lordôs anointing and outpouring of His Spirit upon the church.  

Perhaps our greatest need at this time in the life of our church and in our        

individual lives is the need for prayer.  We are being called to persevere in 

prayer for one another and for the needs of our church. There are great blessings 

of  God to be enjoyed when Godôs people come together in corporate prayer.  

So what is our response to Godôs call on our lives and on our church to pray at 

all seasons in the Spirit, watching in all perseverance and supplications for the 

saints?  Please feel free to join us for corporate prayer on Sunday evenings at 

6:00 pm or on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm.  If you canôt make either of 

those times please speak with me and I am sure that we can make arrangements 

for as many who desire to gather together for prayer at a different time.  Of 

course, the desire to pray together must come from God.  The Spirit may be 

willing but the flesh is truly weak.  May the Lord burn upon the hearts of His 

people a burning desire for Him!  With that desire for Him will come a greater 

desire to pray.  With a greater desire to pray will come the blessings of joy in 

His presence and the power of God being seen and released in greater measure 

in His church and among His people.  God is glorified through the united 

prayers of His people.  ñBut as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have 

made the Lord God my refuge that I may tell of all thy works.ò (Psalm 73:28) 

 

For the Glory of the Lord and the Joy of His Bride the Church, 

Pastor John 
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Vision Development Team Update 

MBC VISION STATEMENT :  To be a Sprit-filled church passionate in our 

pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs glorious presence and making His 

presence known to others by ministering to the whole person in a way that 

makes people glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCHôS CORE VALUES: 

In carrying out its mission and working towards its vision MBC will be 

guided by the following values: 

Holy Spirit:  We desire the fullness of the Holy Spirit and in humility        

recognize our need for the Spirit to more fully own, control and inhabit our 

lives. (Ephesians 5:18; Luke 24:49) 

     A.  We want the Holy Spirit to lead and direct the ministry of the church.       

 (Acts 13:1-4) 

     B.  We need spiritual leaders who are filled with the Holy Spirit, (Acts 6:4-

 5; Acts 3:9) 

Participating:  Our desire is to participate in what God is doing.  We want to 

be sensitive to the Holy Spiritôs leading in all things by prayerfully seeking 

Godôs will, looking for His leading in all things and then join Him in what He 

is doing. (John 5:19-20) 

Worship:  We recognize that there is a sense in which our lives are to be a 

continuous act of worship of God.  In our corporate gatherings for worship we 

desire to become a people who seek and hunger after God. (Psalm 42:1) 

Discipleship:  Through the preaching and teaching of Godôs Word we will 

equip the saints to grow in spiritual maturity. (Ephesians 4:11-13) 

Servanthood:  We desire to follow Christôs example by serving one another 

in love.  We recognize that every member is a minister and that we are to be 

co-laborers in Christ. (John 13:33-35; 1 Peter 2:9-10; Galatians 5:13) 

Relationships:  We recognize our need for supportive faith building     

relationships between brothers and sisters in Christ (Romans 14:9;  

Ephesians 4:29) 

Missions:  We desire to declare Godôs glory through our support of missions. 

(Psalm 96:3) 

Outreach/Evangelism:  We desire to reach out to our community with the 

love of Christ by ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of people 

(Luke 10:30-37; Hebrews 12:12-13) 

Prayer:  We acknowledge our needs to be led by the Lord in all things in our 

church and in our personal lives. (Isaiah 30:21; 1 Thessalonians 5:16;      

Philippians 4:6) 

 

The next area of ministry that the vision development team has felt led of the 

Lord to focus on as it relates to the implementation of the vision into the   

ministries of the church is in the area of relationships. 

Continued on next pageéé. 
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EDITORôS PICKðFAMILY FRIENDLY MOVIES  

Two family friendly movies for those long winter evenings.  ñLost and 

Found Familyò  is a story about healing by caring for others.  Esther is 

a widow with nothing left but a run-down rental property with a  foster 

family as tenants.  Five troubled children, the foster parents, and Esther 

become an unlikely family.  ñSet Apartò is about four children heading 

for trouble on the city streets.  Pastor Gunn has an idea to show them 

they do have a choice.  Real life GunnPoint Ministries is highlighted in 

this move, which is a ministry to ranchers, cowboys and their families.  

Both  movies are uplifting and safe for the whole  family. 

Continued from previous pageé. 

Towards the goal of developing supportive faith building           

relationships in our church, the pastors will be visiting the members 

of the church.  If you have any ideas about how to implement the 

vision of the church as it relates to the relationships core value, 

please feel free to speak to Pastor John, Pastor Tony, or one of the 

other members of the Vision Development Team.  The members of 

the Vision Development Team are Frank Pramuka, Jeanne         

Pramuka, Lauren Lounsbury, Michael Schwartz, and Monica     

Pramuka. 



December Calendar  
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Tues 1 7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 2 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 3 10:00 amðLadies Bible Study ñDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò                                                                                             

Fri.  4  

Sat. 5  

Sun. 6  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer  & Youth Activity                                                                                                                                   

Mon. 7 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 8 11:00 amðWoodside Outreach Bible Study  

7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 9 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 10 10:00 amðLadies Breakfast  & Bible Study 

Fri.  11  

Sat. 12  

Sun. 13  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 14 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 15  7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Please submit calendar items and events for January to Monica by December 20 



 

Wed. 16 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 17  

Fri.  18  

Sat. 19  

Sun. 20  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 21 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 22 11:00 amðWoodside Outreach Bible Study  

7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 23 7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 24 2:30 pmðMiddlebury Convalescent Home  

Outreach Worship & Christmas Caroling 

7:00 pmðChristmas Eve Worship  

Fri.  25  9:00-12:00ðChristmas Open House  

at the Pramukasô - MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Sat. 26  

Sun. 27  9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                                                                                                                     

Mon. 28 7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò  at the Pramukasô                                                                                                                                                                         

Tues. 29  7:30 pmðBible Study at the Torresô Home 

Wed. 30  7:00 pmðWednesday Night Bible StudyðThe Person and Work 

of the Holy Spirit 

Thurs. 31  

7 



MINISTRY UPDATES  8 

MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH  

FOOD PANTRY  

There is an ongoing need for good healthy food such as 

cereals (low sugar), canned meats, beans, biscuit and    

muffin mixes, dried potatoes, rice, etc.  Perishables such as 

eggs and meat are accepted as well.  Please contact Frank, Jeanne, Monica 

or Mary Mazza before bringing in perishables.   

CLEANING CREW é.Many tasks for many abilities.  Please 

see Pastor Johné.and help to keep our church clean.   

 

How has the Lord been revealing Himself to you lately?  How did He 

reveal Himself to you when you were born again?  Encourage others who 

visit our website or read our newsletter with your personal testimony.    No 

names are necessary, unless you wish them to be published.  Please submit 

your testimony to Monica at Pramuka26@charter.net.   

Winter will soon be upon us and there is once again the need 

for shoveling and sanding of walks and steps.  Please see    

Pastor John if the Lord is leading you to this ministry.   

Interim Budget Review Team 

Please see Pastor John or Pastor Tony if you are interested in 

serving on the Budget Review Team 

Pre-K Childrenôs Bible Time 

Please see Mary Mazza if the Lord is leading you in this area. For more        

information, see the weekly bulletin for the Ministry Guidelines and             

Requirements.   
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A LOOK BACK ðStudy Notes 

Excerpts from ñWalking in the Spiritò 

Pastor Tony Mazza 

April 23, 2007 

First, we must live Ephesians 5:18 (be controlled by the Holy Spirit) , 

then we can be moved in the power of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12). 

 

Ephesians 5:18 commands us to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Obviously, 

you cannot fill yourself with the Holy Spirit, so what does this mean?  

ñFilledò in this sense means to ñallowò yourself to be dominated by the 

Holy Spirit.  The New Living Translation says, ñé.let the Holy Spirit fill 

and control you.ò 

 

Do we want the Holy Spirit to control our livesðfor everything, not just 

empowerment for ministry?  Part of this involves the manifestation 

(empowerment), but that is not all.  If He is ruling over you, in every area 

of your life, how much easier is it then for Him to manifest Himself in your 

life.  If He is controlling us, morally and willfully, we are available for Him 

to empower us at any given moment.   

 

But, do we really want the Holy Spirit to control every area of our lives?  

Do we want to be called apart, separated, kept from all those things that 

might ñfeed our fleshò and give us sinful pleasure?  Yield and submit to His    

control and His power can flow through you.  Abandon yourself (unload 

ñselfò) and give yourselfðyour whole lifeðto be filled with His Person.   

 

These are examples of what this life may look like: 

Ephesians 3:16ðHe strengthens us with His might.  We neednôt rely on 

our own feebleness and he doesnôt strengthen our own mightðbut fills us 

with Himself.  ñMightò is from the Greek ñdunamisò which is where our 

English word for ñdynamiteò comes from.  This strength is powerðas the 

Greek word means ñpower or ability residing in a person, moral power, 

excellence of soulò.  Ephesians 3:19ðFilled with the fullness of Godðto 

make readily available in you that which God wants for you.  Ephesians 

4:13ðFilled with the life of Jesusðthat Christ can dominate my life,    

mature and perfect me with the sum qualities that make Him who He isð

perfectly holy.  Philippians 1:11ðfilled with the fruits of righteousness.  

He (the Holy Spirit) bring to us always something of Christ. 

Continued on next pageéé.. 
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A LOOK BACK ...continued  

The other end of the spectrumðWhat is a ñCarnal Christianò?

é.. 1 Corinthians 3:1-4ðòcarnalò is a picture of what we have in 

the church todayðgroups, sides, camps,   divisionsðwe have folks 

led by the Spirit and folks not led by the Spirit.  The word ñcarnalò is 

mentioned three times in the above verses.  The signs of carnality are 

envy, strife, divisions, and walking as ñmere menò.  Mere menðliving 

by your own power, moving under your own steam.   

 

Carnality is generally equated with someone living in sin, however, 

this is not what Paul is speaking of.  Carnality is being ruled by your 

own spirit, not by the Spirit of God.  There should be a marked     

difference in our behavior, speech, and attitude when we are led by 

the Holy Spirit.  Carnality is the opposite of what we are looking for 

in our lives.   

 

The fact that Paul points out their carnality is ironic, since this church 

is supposedly  filled with the manifestations of the Holy Spirit, as 

Paul mentions later in this letter. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:5ðour faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 

but in the power of God.  God reveals the deep things of Himself by 

His Spirit (vs. 10).  We are not to be led by the spirit of the world, of 

men, or by our own understanding (carnal), but by the Spirit of God.  

Vs. 14ðwhen we negate the supernatural (power of the Holy Spirit) 

we are left to ourselves (the natural or carnal man).   

 

Another word for carnal could be humanisticðruled by our own spirit 

and led by our own wisdom.  Much of the church today does not look 

upon the Holy Spirit in a supernatural wayðwe fall back on the    

wisdom of man and the worldðwe are controlled by cultural        

influences and are integrated into the culture.     

Fleshly/carnalð ñSarkikosò, meaning ñgoverned by mere 

human nature, not by the sprit of God, having its seat in the animal natureò 

A Little Greek  



Lessons from the Persecution of 

the Early Church 

November 8, 2009 

11 

Acts 8:1 reveals to us the beginning of the 

persecuted church.  Saul himself was the 

mover and shaker of the persecution of the 

early church, approving Stephenôs stoning and being witness to 

Stephenôs prayer.  Stephenôs martyrdom must have had a profound 

effect on Saul, as he speaks about it in Scripture (Acts 22:20).   

 

The result of this persecution was that the church was scattered 

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria (with the exception of the 

Apostles).  But  they werenôt necessarily scattered to go hideé.they 

were scattered to preach the Gospel (Acts 8:4).  So, the persecution 

had the effect of spreading the Gospel to other parts of the world.  The 

word ñscatteredò in vs. 4 has the connotation of scattering seedðthe 

seed of the Word of God.  As this was happening, Saul began ravaging 

the church with a vengeanceðdragging off men and women and 

throwing them into prison.  Stephenôs death initially fueled Saul and 

led to great zeal.  What a contrast to later in Saulôs life, when he is  

imprisoned for preaching the Gospel himselfðòfor though I am free 

from all men, I have made myself a slave to all so that I may win 

more.ò (1 Corinthians 9:19).    

 

Persecution proliferated the churchðall those who scattered were   

involved in spreading the Gospel.  Should we not be doing the same 

thing?  We shouldnôt be waiting for persecution to come before we 

spread the seeds.  We need to be praying for the losté.praying that the 

waters of our baptistery be once again stirredé. 

 

How are people saved?  We know that God must touch and awaken the 

heart, but we play a part as well...we are to speak to others about this 

life that we have in Christ, we are to be witnesses and share our       

testimonies.  That is what the early church did.   

 

Saul/Paul was already being used of God to advance the cause of 

Christ in spite of himself.   

 

Phillip was the first evangelist, so to speak , in Samaria.  Many came to 

Christ and were baptized.  Then we all know about the Ethiopian 

eunuch  - the Holy Spirit led Phillip to run alongside the carriage and 

explain to the eunuch the passages from Isaiah.   

Continued on next pageéé. 
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Taste and See...continued 

Is the Holy Spirit calling us to come alongside a carriageðto come        

alongside a person, whether it be a co-worker, spouse, family member, 

friendé.?  This was Godôs sovereignty at worké.here was the eunuch,  

sitting in his carriage, reading Isaiah 53 and trying to understand it.  Phillip 

engages him and the eunuch asks him to explain it.  Acts 8:35 says Phillip 

ñopened his mouthò and preached Jesus to the eunuch.  This is what you and 

I need to doðopen our mouths and share Jesus.   

 

So, this is the effect that persecution had on believersðthey went out and 

shared the Gospel.  Now, let us go back and look at Saul/Paul.  Hereôs Saul, 

still breathing threats as believers are out spreading the Word.  That same      

enthusiasm Saul had for persecuting Christians would be transferred to 

spreading the Gospel.  It was his lifeôs motivation.  What a dramatic        

conversion.   

 

Saul/Paul, once consumed with persecuting, would be just as  consumed 

with preaching Jesus.  Utimately, the hunter becomes the huntedðthe     

persecutor becomes the   persecuted.  

 

Saul was intent, in Acts 9:2, on bringing those who ñfollow the Wayò bound 

to Jerusalem.  The ñWayò is an appropriate termðbringing to mind John 

14:6, where Jesus says, ñI am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes 

to the Father but through Me.ò  That is the Gospel right thereðthe only way 

by which we are saved is through Christ alone.   

 

Oh, that what happened to Saul of Tarsus would happen to the unsaved 

around us today.  The greatest persecutor becoming the greatest proclaimer 

of Christ.   

 

So, How does all this apply to us? 

We ourselves are so wrapped up in ourselves and our circumstancesðshould 

we not be wrapped up in the Lord, our witness and testimony, our passion 

for Him? 

 

All Christians are to proclaim the Gospelðthe Good News of Jesus Christð

through word and deed.  It is time for us to really get up and follow Christ 

with all our minds, all our hearts, all our strengthðand it is time for us to 

take the opportunityðtodayðto rise up and share the Gospel.  No matter 

what goes on, no matter what happens in our world and our society, while 

we are still here, while we still have breathðthere is still His presence here 

and He will add to His church as He sees fit.  We play a part in that.  Pray 

for the persecuted church and pray for one another.  Share the Good News.   
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Twelve Reasons for Christmas 

by John PiperñDesiring God Ministries 

1. ñFor this I was born and for this I have come into the world, to bear 

witness to the truth.ò  John 18:37 

 

2. ñThe reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of 

the devil.ò  1 John 3:8; cf. Hebrews 2:14-15 

 

3. ñThose who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick; I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.ò  Mark 2:17 

 

4. ñThe Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.ò Luke 19:10 

 

5. ñThe Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His 

life as a ransom for many.ò Mark 10:45 

 

6. ñGod sent forth His son, born of woman, born under the law, to   

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons.ò Galatians 4:5 

 

7. ñFor God so loved the world that whoever believes on Him shall not 

perish but have everlasting life.  For God sent not His Son into the 

world to condemn the world but that the world through Him might 

be saved.ò  John 3:16 

 

8. ñGod sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through 

Him.ò 1 John 4:9; cf. John 10:10 

 

9. ñThe saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners.ò   1 Timothy 1:15 

 

10. ñBehold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and 

for a sign that is spoken againsté.that the thoughts of many may be 

revealed.ò  Luke 2:34f 

 

11. ñHe has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of 

sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.ò  Luke 

4:18 

 

12. ñChrist became a servant to the circumcised to show Godôs        

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 

and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy.ò  

Romans 15:7-8; cf. John 12:27f 
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