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Past or 68 A Message €rom Pastor John 3

TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH,

The Bible saysii Wi t h al | prayer and petition pray at al
with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the
s a i nBplesians 6(13

In this verse the apostle Paul places a tremendous emphasis on the importance

and power of prayer. Andrew Murray sai d, A G
everything by prayer. o The greatest weapon t ha
Christian life and for appropriating the power and the blessing of God in our

lives is prayer. We can accomplish more for the salvation of loved ones and

friends by praying for them that we can in any other way. Through prayer we

grow in personal piety, holiness and in the image and likeness of Christ.

Through prayer we can touch the lives of missionaries, of those persecuted for

the faith and of the unreached people groups around the world. The history of

the church has seen many revivals and prayer has always been a key ingredient

that |l ed to the Lordés anointing and outpouri ng
Perhaps our greatest need at this time in the life of our church and in our

individual lives is the need for prayer. We are being called to persevere in

prayer for one another and for the needs of our church. There are great blessings

of God to be enjoyed when Godds people come t
So what iis our response to Godds call on our |
all seasons in the Spirit, watching in all perseverance and supplications for the

saints? Please feel free to join us for corporate prayer on Sunday evenings at

6: 00 pm or on Wednesday evenings at 6: 00 pm.
those times please speak with me and | am sure that we can make arrangements

for as many who desire to gather together for prayer at a different time. Of

course, the desire to pray together must come from God. The Spirit may be

willing but the flesh is truly weak. May the Lord burn upon the hearts of His

people a burning desire for Him! With that desire for Him will come a greater

desire to pray. With a greater desire to pray will come the blessings of joy in

His presence and the power of God being seen and released in greater measure

in His church and among His people. God is glorified through the united

prayers of Hi s peopl e. ABut as for me, t he nea
made the Lord God my r ef ugPBsalin R32$ | may tell of

For the Glory of the Lord and the Joy of His Bride the Church,
Pastor John



Vision Development Team Update

MBC VISION STATEMENT : To be a Sprifilled church passionate in our
pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christds gl ori
presence known to others by ministering to the whole person in a way that
makes people glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
MI DDLEBURY BAPTI ST CHURCH®6S CORE VALUES
In carrying out its mission and working towards its vision MBC will be
guided by the following values:
Holy Spirit. We desire the fullness of the Holy Spirit and in humility
recognize our need for the Spirit to more fully own, control and inhabit our
lives. Ephesians 5:18; Luke 24:39

A. We want the Holy Spirit to lead and direct the ministry of the church.

(Acts 13:14)
B. We need spiritual leaders who are filled with the Holy Spiittg 6:4

5; Acts 3:9)
Participating: Our desire is to participate in what God is doing. We want to
be sensitive to the Holy Spirités |l eading in a
Godods will, l ooking for His I eading in al/l t hin

is doing. John 5:1920)

Worship We recognize that there is a sense in which our lives are to be a
continuous act of worship of God. In our corporate gatherings for worship we
desire to become a people who seek and hunger after Bszdm(42:)

Discipleship Through the preaching and teaching of
equip the saints to grow in spiritual maturitphesians 4:11.3)
Servanthood We desire to follow Christds example b

in love. We recognize that every member is a minister and that we are to be
co-laborers in Christ.John 13:3335; 1 Peter 2:910; Galatians 5:13
Relationships We recognize our need for supportive faith building
relationships between brothers and sisters in Christ (Romans 14:9;
Ephesians 4:29)

Missions We desire to declare Godds glory through
(Psalm 96:3

Outreach/Evangelism We desire to reach out to our community with the
love of Christ by ministering to the physical and spiritual needs of people
(Luke 10:3037; Hebrews 12:123)

Prayer. We acknowledge our needs to be led by the Lord in all things in our
church and in our personal livesisgiah 30:21; 1 Thessalonians 5:16;
Philippians 4:9

The next area of ministry that the vision development team has felt led of the
Lord to focus on as it relates to the implementation of the vision into the
ministries of the church is in the area of relationships.
Continued on next pagecée.



Continued from previous pageéeé.
Towards the goal of developing supportive faith building
relationships in our church, the pastors will be visiting the members
of the church. If you have any ideas about how to implement the
vision of the church as it relates to ttedationships core valug
please feel free to speak to Pastor John, Pastor Tony, or one of the
other members of the Vision Development Team. The members of
the Vision Development Team are Frank Pramuka, Jeanne
Pramuka, Lauren Lounsbury, Michael Schwartz, and Monica
Pramuka.

EDI T ORG S8 FAMICYFRIENDLY MOVIES

Two family friendly movies for t
Found Familybo is a story about
a widow with nothing left but a rudown rental property with a foster
family as tenants. Five troubled children, the foster parents, and Esther
become an wunlikely family. iSet
for trouble on the city streets. Pastor Gunn has an idea to show them
they do have a choice. Real life GunnPoint Ministries is highlighted in
this move, which is a ministry to ranchers, cowboys and their families.
Both movies are uplifting and safe for the whole family.

hose | ong
healing by
Aparto is
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December Calendar 6

Tues 1 |730pndBi bl e Study at the Torresd Home

Wed. 2 |7:00 pn® Wednesday Night Bible StudyThe Person and Work
of the Holy Spirit

Thurs. |3 [10:00amd Ladi es Bi bl e Study #fADis|lcipleds Prayer

Fri. 4
Sat. 5
Sun. 6 | 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages

11:00 and Worship
6:00 pn® Corporate Prayer & Youth Activity

Mon. 7 |7:00 pnd Bible Study- AiA Hel pful & Practical Look at
of Actso at the Pramukasé

Tues. 8 |11:00 and Woodside Outreach Bible Study
730pnd Bi bl e Study at the Torre¢sd Home

Wed. 9 |7:00 pnd Wednesday Night Bible StudyThe Person and Work
of the Holy Spirit

Thurs. |10(10:00 and Ladies Breakfas& Bible Study

Fri. 11
Sat. 12
Sun. 13| 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages

11:00 and Worship
6:00 pn® Corporate Prayer

Mon. 14]7:00 pnd Bible Study- i A Hel pf ul & Practical Look at
of Actso at the Pramukasé

Tues. 15( 730pmd Bi bl e Study at the Torresd Home

Please submit calendar items and events for January to Monica by December 20



Wed. 16 | 7:00 pn® Wednesday Night Bible StudyThe Person and Wor
of the Holy Spirit
Thurs. 17
Fri. 18
Sat. 19
Sun. 20 | 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer
Mon. 21 | 7:00 pn® Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Pradtical Look
Book of Actsbo at the Pramulkas?®d
Tues. 22 [11:00 and Woodside Outreach Bible Study
730pnd Bi bl e Study at the Torrlesd6 Home
Wed. 23 | 7:00 pn® Wednesday Night Bible StudyThe Person and Wor
of the Holy Spirit
Thurs. 24 12:30 pn® Middlebury Convalescent Hom
Outreach Worship & Christmas Caroling
7:00 pnd® Christmas Eve Worship
Fri. 25 | 9:00-12:0® Christmas Open House
at t he PMERRVUGHRISTMAS!
Sat. 26
Sun. 27 | 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer
Mon. 28 | 7:00 pn® Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Pradtical Look
Book of Actsbo at the Pramulkas?®d
Tues. 29 | 72730pm®d Bi bl e Study at the TorrnMesd Home
Wed. 30 | 7:00 pn® Wednesday Night Bible StudyThe Person and Wolk

of the Holy Spirit

Thurs.

31

at

at



MINISTRY UPDATES 8

=

&
% MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
,;g!;ég? FOOD PANTRY

_\,/-,&

/, T~ There is an ongoing need for good healthy food such as
cereals (low sugar), canned meats, beans, biscuit and

muffin mixes, dried potatoes, rice, etc. Perishables such as
eggs and meat are accepted as well. Please contact Frank, Jeanne, Morlica
or Mary Mazza before bringing in perishables

)

CLEANINGCREW é . Many tasks for many bilities. Pl
see Pastor Johné.and help to p our <church

Winter will soon be upon us and there is once again the need
for shoveling and sanding of walks and steps. Please see
Pastor John if the Lord is leading you to this ministry.

Interim Budget Review Team

Please see Pastor John or Pastor Tony if you are interested in
serving on the Budget Review Team

PreeK Chil drenbds Bible Ti me
Please see Mary Mazza if the Lord is leading you in this area. For more
information, see the weekly bulletin for the Ministry Guidelines and
Requirements.

How has the Lord ¥ been revealing Himself to you lately? How did He
reveal Himself to you when you were born again? Encourage others who
visit our website or read our newsletter with your personal testimony. |No
names are necessary, unless you wish them to be published. Please submit
your testimony to Monica at Pramuka26@charter.net.




A LOOK BACK & Study Notes

Excerpts from AWalking in the Spirito
Pastor Tony Mazza
April 23, 2007
First, we must live Ephesians 5:18 (be controlled by the Holy Spirit) ,
then we can be moved in the power of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12).

Ephesians 5:18commands us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Obviously,
you cannot fill yourself with the Holy Spirit, so what does this mean?

AFilledo in this sense domiratedbytheo fial |l owd yours
Holy Spirit. The New Living Translation says.
and control you. oo

Do we want the Holy Spirit to control our liv&@dor everything, not just
empowerment for ministry? Part of this involves thwnifestation
(empowerment), but that is not all. If He is ruling over you, in every area
of your life, how much easier is it then for Him to manifest Himself in your
life. If He is controlling us, morally and willfully, we are available for Him
to empower us at any given moment.

But, do we really want the Holy Spirit to control every area of our lives?

Do we want to be called apart, separated, kept from all those things that

mi ght Afeed our fleshd and give us sinful pl ea
control and His power can flow through you. Abandon yourself (unload

fisel f o) andyogriwhoke life) o be filed With His Person.

These are examples of what this life may look like:

Ephesians 3:16 He strengthens us witHis mi g ht . We neednot rely on
our own feebleness and heod khbfilssum 6t strengthen
with Hi mself. AMi ght o is from the Greek f#fdun
English word for Adynamiteodasdmes fr om. Thi s

Greek word means fpower or ability residing i
ex cel | en cHEphesidns 318 Killed with the fullness of Gall to

make readily available in you that which God wants for y@&iphesians

4:138 Filled with the life of Jesusthat Christ can dominate my life,

mature and perfect me with the sum qualities that make Him whodHe is

perfectly holy. Philippians 1:118 filled with the fruits of righteousness.

He (the Holy Spirit) bring to us always something of Christ.

Continued on next pagecée.
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A LOOK BACK ...continued

The other end of the spectrum Wh a t is a ACarnal Chri st

iano?

é . 1 Corinthians 3:1-46 6 carnal 6 is a picture of what we

the church today groups, sides, camps, divisiéngie have folks

|l ed by the Spirit and folks not | ed by
mentioned three times in the above verses. The signs of carnality are

envy, strife, di vi si oMeremed hivihg wal ki ng as
by your own power, moving under your own steam.

Carnality is generally equated with someone living in sin, however,
this is not what Paul is speaking of. Carnality is being ruled by your
own spirit, not by the Spirit of God. There should be a marked
difference in our behavior, speech, and attitude when we are led by
the Holy Spirit. Carnality is the opposite of what we are looking for
in our lives.

The fact that Paul points out their carnality is ironic, since this church
is supposedly filled with the manifestations of the Holy Spirit, as
Paul mentions later in this letter.

1 Corinthians 2:56 our faith should not stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God. God reveals the deep things of Himself by
His Spirit (vs. 10. We are not to be led by the spirit of the world, of
men, or by our own understanding (carnal), but by the Spirit of God.
Vs. 148 when we negate the supernatural (power of the Holy Spirit)
we are left to ourselves (the natural or carnal man).

Another word for carnal could be humanisticuled by our own spirit
and led by our own wisdom. Much of the church today does not look
upon the Holy Spirit in a supernatural vdaye fall back on the
wisdom of man and the woddwe are controlled by cultural
influences and are integrated into the culture.

A Little Greek

Fleshly/carnadb i Sar ki measong fAngovlierned by

human

the S

i mer e

mer e

nature, not by the sprit bf God, having
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Lessons from the Persecution of
the Early Church
November 8, 2009

Acts 8:1reveals to us the beginning of the

persecuted church. Saul himself was the

mover and shaker of the persecution of the

early church, approving St ephenés stoning é
Stephends prayer. Stephendés martyrdom must
effect on Saul, as he speaks about it in Scriptiices(22:20.

The result of this persecution was that the church was scattered

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria (with the exception of the

Apostl es) . But they werenot necessarily soc
were scattered to preach the Gospedtg 8:4). So, the persecution

had the effect of spreading the Gospel to other parts of the world. The

wor d 0 s c ad dhlas thedconnatation of scattering sedbe

seed of the Word of God. As this was happening, Saul began ravaging

the church with a vengearitelragging off men and women and

throwing them into prison. Stephenbdés death
l ed to great zeal . Wh a t a contrast to | at e
imprisoned for preaching the Gospel himéeff f o r t hough | am free

from all men, | have made myself a slave to all so that | may win
mo r el.Carintlfians 9:19).

Persecution proliferated the chuéchll those who scattered were

involved in spreading the Gospel. Should we not be doing the same

thing? We shoul dnét be waiting for per secut
spread the seeds. We need to be praying for
waters of our baptistery be once again stirre

How are people saved? We know that God must touch and awaken the
heart, but we play a part as well...we are to speak to others about this
life that we have in Christ, we are to be witnesses and share our
testimonies. That is what the early church did.

Saul/Paul was already being used of God to advance the cause of
Christ in spite of himself.

Phillip was the first evangelist, so to speak , in Samaria. Many came to
Christ and were baptized. Then we all know about the Ethiopian
eunuch - the Holy Spirit led Phillip to run alongside the carriage and
explain to the eunuch the passages from Isaiah.

Continued on next pageée.
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Taste and See.continued

Is the Holy Spirit calling us to come alongside a cardatge come

alongside a person, whether it be awrker, spouse, family member,

friendé. ? This was Godébés sovereignty at wor |
sitting in his carriage, reading Isaiah 53 and trying to understand it. Phillip

engages him and the eunuch asks him to explaiAdts 8:35says Phillip

ffopened his mouthod and preached Jesus to the e
| need to dé open our mouths and share Jesus.

So, this is the effect that persecution had on beliévdrsy went out and

shared the Gospel. Now, |l et us go back and | c
still breathing threats as believers are out spreading the Word. That same

enthusiasm Saul had for persecuting Christians would be transferred to

spreading the Gospel. It wa s his l'i febs mo t
conversion.

Saul/Paul, once consumed with persecuting, would be just as consumed

with preaching Jesus. Utimately, the hunter becomes the Rutted

persecutor becomes the persecuted.

Saul was intent, ilcts 9:2,o0n bringing those who fAfollow the
to Jerusal em. The A ®haripging o sminddan appr opri ate te
146, where Jesus says, A am the way, the truth
to the Father but throughodthenhway That i s the Go

by which we are saved is through Christ alone.

Oh, that what happened to Saul of Tarsus would happen to the unsaved
around us today. The greatest persecutor becoming the greatest proclaimer
of Christ.

So, How does all this apply to us?

We ourselves are so wrapped up in ourselves and our circumstestomsd

we not be wrapped up in the Lord, our witness and testimony, our passion
for Him?

All Christians are to proclaim the Gospathe Good News of Jesus Chéist
through word and deed. It is time for us to really get up and follow Christ
with all our minds, all our hearts, all our strer@yténd it is time for us to
take the opportunify todayd to rise up and share the Gospel. No matter
what goes on, no matter what happens in our world and our society, while
we are still here, while we still have breatthere is still His presence here
and He will add to His church as He sees fit. We play a part in that. Pray
for the persecuted church and pray for one another. Share the Good News.
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Twelve Reasons for Christmas
by John Pipdii Desiring God Ministries

AfFor this | was born and for this | have co
witness tdohntl®&3¥ tr ut h. o

AThe reason the Son of God appeared was to
t h e dleJohn B:8; éf. Hebrews 2:1415

iThose who are well have no need of a physi
sick; I came not to cMakl2lt he righteous, but
AThe Son of Man came tloke®Wd®E k and to save the

AfiThe Son of Man came not to be served but t ¢
l'ife as a r Markl®Ab f or many. 0O

ifGod sent forth His son, born of wo man, bo
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adopti onGaatensg:bns. 0

AFor God so |l oved the world that whoever bel
perish but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the

world to condemn the world but that the world through Him might

be s aloen@®:160

iGod sent His only Son into the world, so tt
Hi ml John 4:9; cf. John 10:10

iThe saying is sure and worthy of full acce
came into the wolrTimbthytl45 save sinners. 0

AfiBehold, this child is set for the fall and
for a sign that is spoken againsté.that the

r ev e alule @:346

AfHe has sent me to proclaim release to the ¢
sight to the blind, to setlukmt | iberty those
4:18

AChri st became a servant t o t he circumci s
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,

and in order t hat the Gentiles might gl or i f

Romans 15:78; cf. John 12:27f
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Bible Wordscarch ™

Luke 12:16-24

7 Parable of the Rich '\

man X his barns

ANYONE LIFE
TELLFDECUDORPSD)|gamns MERRY
SUCERTAI NREDL T N |BIGGER NIGHT

BIRDS ONES
SEEOBARNSGFLOOUBUILD PARABLE
RDNKNIRDGPI OORO]|CERTAIN PLENTY
SEOODEL I HELTFE R|CLOTHES PRODUCED

CONSIDER RAVENS
SDAOYIBBLCTEPSGCROPS REAP
RNTPGNSBUHI ANB O|pEMANDED RICH
CAYHERACI IRRITD DISCIPLESg_I(?g\;{ES

DRINK
OMEAGUANIALRGGYEASY TEAR
NETWLUGI BPDDHS C|EaT TELL
SDOADSOLNSLDTUR:zgfz)[l)_S :I[:IONUGGSI-iT
I'WVRRIEHYSAESSO|gp TOLD
DMOAYCLOTHESSE P|coobs VALUABLE
EWESNEVARD!ALJsgggIJ\'ND wg/g%
RYHEWORRYRREML P|jas WORRY

: LAID YEARS
After you find all the hidden words the let over letters spell out a
Bible verse reading from the top left tothe bottom right
——————  pamsa

o,




