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MBC Mission Statement: To glorify God by proclaiming the
excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of
salvation in Him.

MBC Vision Statement: To be a Spirifilled church,
passionate in our pursuit of knowing and
glorious presence and make His presence known to others by
ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people
glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Past or 68 A Message €rom Pastor John 3

To the Members and Friends of the Middlebury Baptist Church,

The Bible says®Jesus, knowing that His hour had come that He would
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the
world, He loved them to the endJofhin 13:1)

These are the opening words of our Lord as He began His final confidential
talk with His disciples prior to His arrest, crucifixion and death. The full
extent of His love for His children was about to be manifest through His

death on the cross. In Jesusd final di scour se
Al oved is seen fr omJohnhid:39bAdteythisgréean g t o t he end. |
expression of His |l ove for Hi sAdiscipl es, Jesu

new commandment | give to you; that you love one another, even as | have
loved you, that you also love one anotbhedopn 13:34 There is much to

be said with regard to our loving one another as our Lord has loved us. Of
course, we know that the way in which we love one another is critical to the

world knowing that we are disciples of Jesus. Later Jesus told His disciples,

il f you | ove me, Keep my commandmentsé. He that
by my Father, and | will love him, and will manifest myself to him...and we
wi || come and mak eJolnuL4:15a2h, @Rl lderevandt h  hi m. 0

throughout Scripture, there is a continual relationship between our love for

God, our obedience to Him and the enjoyment of greater intimacy and

communion with Him. Jesus saidiJust as the Father has loved Me, | have

loved you, abide in my love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide

in my | ove; just as | have kept My Fatherds cor
love. This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as | have

loved you. Greater love has no one man than this, that one lay down his life

for hi sUohrlb:el0,dz13)0

There is a tremendous | ink in these verses bet
l ove for ot her s, our obedience to oddés comman
the full and continual enj oyment of our Lordods
this same portion of Scripture we find Jesusbéb

He would send the Holy Spirit to them and that He would not leave them
alone as orphans but that they would have His constant and abiding presence
with them. This was important because soon they would no longer be able
to enjoy His physical presence with them, but He had made provision for
them and in reality they would not be alonef(John 1416)



Andrew Murray wrot e, Anlf we are to claim His d
only be as a relationship of intimate, tender love is formed between Him and
udl ove rooted in the faith of Godés | ove for (

and showing itself in obedience to His commandments and in love for one
another . o

| encourage you to reatbhn 1317, in fact, readl John along with it. |

pray that the Lord would show each of us the relationship between His love
for us, our love for Him, our love for one another, our obedience to His
Word and the enjoyment of greater intimacy and communion with the Lord
as He makes His abode with us. Jesus ended His final discourse with His
di sciples as He was preparingThehem for Hi s | e
glory which You have given Me, | have given to them, that they may be one,
just as We are one; | in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in
unity, so that the world may know that You have sent Me, and loved them
even as You have loved Me. And | made Your Name known to them, and will
make it known, so that the love with which you loved Me may be in them,
and | i(Johntih28,29 0o

Letdéds pray that the Lord would more fully own
and collectively and that He would reveal to each of us the full extent of His
love for us, and that His love would be manifest to others.

For the Love of Christ,
Pastor John

Vision Development Team Update
By Pastor John

MBC VISION STATEMENT : To be a Spirifilled church passionate in
our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christos ¢
His presence known to others by ministering to the whole person in a way

that makes people glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Vision Development Team did not meet in July. We have been prpying

about the next area of ministry that the Lord would have us focus on. Please
pray for the continued implementation of our vision into the ministries qgf
our church. The Vision Development Team plans to resume meeting this
month.




Peace After a Storm

When darkness long has veiled my mir
And smiling day once more appears
Then, my Redeemer, then | find
The folly of my doubts and fears.

Straight | upbraid my wandering heart
And blush that | should ever be
Thus prone to act so base a part

Or harbor one hard thought of thee!

Oh! Let me then at length be taught
What | am still so slow to learn
That God is love, and changes not
Nor knows the shadow of a turn.

William Cowpe

Friend and Pastor of John Newtpn

17311800
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August Calendar

Sat 1

Sun 2 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer

Mon. 3 7:00 pnd Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Prajctical Look at
Book of Actso at the Pramuklads

Tues. 4 700pnmd St udy in the Book of Rpmans/ Prayer
Home

Wed. 5 6:00 pn® Summertime is for Savoring the Savior
Location TBA

Thurs. |6

Fri. 7

Sat. 8

Sun. 9 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer

Mon.** |10 | 7:00 pn® Bible Study- AiA Hel pful & Prag¢tical Look at
Book of Actso at the Pramuklads

Tues.* |11 700pnd St udy in the Book of Romans/ Prayer
Home

Wed.* [12 [6:00 pn® Summertime is for Savoring the Savior
Location TBA

Thurs.* (13

Fri.* 14

Sat.* 15

*Reml August 10- August 14

BACKYARD BIBLE CLUB
WOW/NRZ Community Learning Center
10:00 am- 12:00 noon

RONE

For children entering Kindergarten WU]

Through the 5th grade Undergnotﬂld C}W(‘h

See Lauren if you can help with this ministry outreach



Sun 16 |9:45 and Christian Education for all agésThom & Ellen
Schotanus will be visiting
11:00 and Worship
12:30pmd Mi ssions luncheon with|[the Schotanus
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer

Mon. 17 | 7:00 pn® Bible Study- i A Hel pful & Prag¢tical Look at
Book of Actso at the Pramukfads

Tues. 18| 700pnd St udy in the Book of R¢pmans/ Prayer
Home

Wed. 19 |6:00 pm® Summertime is for Savoring the Savior
Location TBA

Thurs. 20

Fri. 21

Sat. 22

Sun. 23 | 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer

Mon. 24 | 7:00 pn® Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Praptical Look at
Book of Actso at the Pramukaos

Tues. 25| 7.00pnd St udy in the Book of Rlomans/ Prayer
Home

Wed. 26 |6:00 pm® Summertime is for Savoring the Savior
Location TBA

Thurs. 27

Fri. 28

Sat. 29

Sun. 30 | 9:45 and Christian Education for all ages
11:00 and Worship
6:00 pnd Corporate Prayer

Mon. 31 | 7:.00 pn® Bible Study- A A Hel pful & Praptical Look at
Book of Actsodo at the Pramukfbds

Please submit calendar items and events for September to Monica by August 21



MINISTRY UPDATES 8

a
% MIDDLEBURY BAPTIST CHURCH
géf FOOD PANTRY

\/,,f?-\ Our food pantry isiow accepting perishablesuch as milk,
9 eggs, bread, and meat. Pleasatactone of the following

before delivering perishables to the church: Frank Pramuka,
Jeanne Pramuka, Monica Pramuka, or Mary Mazza. Pldasapt just drop,
these items off at the church.

)

We are also in need of toiletries and personal care items such as shampoo,
deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, toilet tissue, paper towels, |towels,
detergent, bleach, and any other items generally used on a daily basis.
As always, regular food pantry items are very much appreciated and needed.

fiYou shall freely open your hand to your brot |
| R

There are those within our body of Christ who rely on this food
pantry at times 8 please don't forget them

Fresh Air and Exercise
We need volunteers to
mow the lawn
and make sure our
grounds look nice. There

-is also much fiupkeepo

work to be done around

SpERAREEEEEE our church. Please see
Pastor John if the Lord is leading you to
help out with this.

Christian Ed Teacher or g¢eacher needed for tf
4-5 year old age group on Sunday mornin
Please see Pastor John or Cheryl Stephen i
have a calling to te
ones.

Word to these




STUDY NOTES

Faith Under Fire
Pastor Tony Mazza
Monday Night Bible Study June 29, 2009

1 Thessalonians 3

General Overview these verses offer encouragement in times of affliction.
Paul was writing out of concern for their faith how are you holding up in
these difficult times? Paul was also writing to encourage believers in their
faith in these times of affliction. Ins. 3he sends Timothy to see how they
are doing. InActs 17you can see that thishurch was born in adversity.
Thessalonica in general was very bent against Paul and the Gospel as he
preached there. 1 Thessalonians 2:14shows us that they suffered
persecution from their own countrymen. IrThessalonians 3:2 &1Qve

see that Paul is very concerned and is praying for thenvs.li§ Timothy
brings good news of their faith, yet still something is lacking ¥sf.10.

Paul reminded them of the second coming of Christ to encourage them in
their faith. There is also the theme of sanctification shown in these
passages. Their faith is used as an example even in persecution.

God is concerned with the condition of our faith. He wants to see His
children exercising their faith. God wants us to be strong for Him is so that
He may be reflected through us. So many Christians fall away from the
Lord in times of struggle, testing, suffering, and persecution.
1 Thessalonians 3:3 suffering isappointedto usd as we realize this,

we will not be shaken. It God appoints the sufferings, they must be good
0 realization of this increase is our faith. God says the trial of fire is of
Him and He will be with us (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are
examples). In order to grow in obedience, you must first grow indaith

turn, He must give us trials in order to increase/build our faith.

Trials — Faith Grows™ We become more like Him (obedient)

God wants us to endure to the end. Will you givé invill your flesh take
over?

PRESCRIPTION FOR FAITH
* Vs. 3P Faith in the sovereignty of God. He is in fact sovereign over

this, it is fAappointedd (unavoidabl e/ destine

¢ Vs.1¥Faith in the Lordds coming again.

how much sorrow or suffering we experience, we have this to look
forward to. Our lives on this earth are but a vapor and this will end.

N o

mae
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STUDY NOTES ...continued

+ Vs, 13 As you go through these trials, God is making you holy. It is
part of the process of sanctificatioklave faith in His power to make
you holy. Great is your reward in heavenGod is using your
afflictions to make you holy and blameless before God at His coming!

e Vs ®HExercise your faith in God when wunder
let the enemy get a hold of you. He (the devil) will do all he can to
draw you from your faith. Again, God ordained the suffering and
allowsthe enemy to test us (tempt us to draw a way, sin, givé uip)
order to make us holy.

* Vs, 13D Faith in the Lord to help you keep a right spirit in you towards
others. How do you respond to your brothers and sisters when you are
under fire? Increase faith so that you will abound in love towards one
another.

Do we trust God, the Father, to do what is best for us? He is our heavenly
Fatherd do we not realize this is our Father in Heaven doing this?

LESSONS TO LEARN
¢ Vs. 3 That no one should be shaken. Do not be surpfisetb not
get down on yourself or on God when your faith is tried.
*+ Vs. 55 The devil is always seeking to discouraged wghen this
begins to come your way, you know whatiisd on 6t succumb to the

devil 6s temptation towards discouragement .

¢ Vs, 670 You have the opportunity and privilege to be an example of
faith to others.

* Vs, 1® God perfects our faith through trials.

e Vs, 1D As we suffer, and as we grow in faith, we become more
loving, more patient, more understanding, more kind towards others.
(Compassion, empathy, and a strengthening occur)

* Vs, 13 The greatest motivation to endure in affliction is to stay holy
and pure so you can present yourself blameless. Lord, | have endured
for theeé.

t
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The Promise of His Presence

Key Verses: Exodus 3:1€12, Exodus 33:1217, and
Matthew 28:16-20

The theme throughout these verses and throughout Scripture

is encouraging fodolalwi lolf bGodwist hchil dr en
youo. For those unsaved, it may awaken in
the Living God. There is something here for everyone.

Moses is about to lead the people out of bondage in Bgypt

and face Pharaoh. Where previously Moses relied on his

own strength and took matters into his own hands (Exodus

2:11-1 4) , he now must be dependent upon God
ans we Certaing;, 1A wi | | be with you.o Moses now F
no reason to fear Pharaoh.

Perhaps one of the greatest emotions we have i8 ozt

this is when we take things into our own hands. The

opposite of fear is faith. Moses had the promise, and that

enabled him to go up against Phar aoh. Godos
Moses would be enough.

| will be withyoucan be seen in Godbés promise to Jaco
Genesis 31:3, to Joshua in Deuteronomy 31:23 and Joshua

1:56, to Solomon in 1 Chronicles 28:20, and to us in Isaiah

43:2 and Hebrews 13:5. He will never leave aight in

the very circumstances you are now facing. No matter what

happens, we | ook to Godbés sovereignty and ki
plan for us.

In Exodus 33, we see Moses once again in need of assurance

o f Godds presence. Moses intercedes for hi
peopl e, saying that he wil/ not go forward w
presence. God promises to go with Moses and give him rest.

(verse 14)



12

Do we know how to rest in Godds presence?
LIFE coming at ud death, finances, family matters, health,

pain, sufferin@ al ong wi th that comes fi am with
al wayso. fiCease striving and know that I
46:10)

As Moses would not move forward unless God went with

hi m, we , as Goddés peopl e, should not want t
without Him. But, if it looks better, or feels better, we just

follow our own way. Jonah is a good example of dhis

running and fleeing from the presence of God. How often

are we guilty of the same thing?

But God is jealous of His inheritandeHe will apprehend

and discipline us to bring us back to our senses, and to our

knees in repentanéeb ack t o Hi m. Letds pray the Lor

make everything else so tasteless that we follow only Him
and have such a desire and hunger for Him.

Matthew 28:20 is the final statement in the Great

Commission. The Holy Spirit, the very presence of Jesus

Himself, abides in them and empowers them. There may be

suffering, yes, but we are continually assured of His pres-

ence. God is with us, molding us into His image through

these things. How long will He be with us? He is with us

awayeven to the end of the age. iTo
indicates the Lord has a plan.

Want to know the most mindoggling thing? It is meant to
get sweeter and more enjoyable until such time as we go to
be with Him in eternity. All these sufferings are meant to
drive us to Hind to His presence.

These verses call us to press on with the Lord.

A Little Hebrew: The Hebr ew word (f or APresenceodo i
Pani ym, which means #fAfadeo. A very i

nti
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The Mark of a Christian
Selected Quotes from the book of the same title
I by Francis A. Schaeffer
AChristians have not al ways presented a opr
world. Too often they have failed to show the beauty of love, the
beauty of Christ, and the holiness of God. And the world has
turned away. 0

s AiThe command is to |l ove our fellow Christi
But , of course we must not forget the other
p ingd we are to love our fellow men, to love all men, in fact, as
neighbors. All men bear the image of God. They have value, not

- because they are redeemed, but because they
I make in Godbés image. 0
iln John 13, the point is that, i f an indi\v

show love toward other true Christians, the world has the right to

judge that he is not a Christian. Here Jesus is stating something
— else which is much more cutting, much more profound: we can-
I not expect the world to believe that the Father sent the Son, that

Jesusbd6 claims are true, and that Christian
world sees some reality of the oneness of true Christians. Now
that is frightening. o

gﬁlf, when we feel we must disagree as true
simply guard our tongues and speak in love, in a short time, the
bitterness could be gone. Instead of that, we leavedseacsirse
for generations. Not just a curse in the church, but a curse in the
world. Newspaper headlines bear it in both the Christian and
WSecuIar press Christians saying such bitter things about other
Christians. The world looks, shrugs its shoulders, and turns
away. The world hasno6t seen even the begi
church in the midst of a dying culture. o

rﬁSo often people think that Christianity i
only a kind of gooey love that loves evil equally with good. This
is not the Biblical position. The holiness of God is to be exhib-

d ited simultaneously with I ove. 0

fi L odvaed the unity it attests dois the mark Christ gave
Christians to wear before the world. Only with this mark may the
world know that Jesus was sent by the Fathe
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1 Think webdére safe from persecution here in
e Thi nk

agatnee. WATCH WHAT YOl sAve.
Your religious freedom could be restrictedif the Senate passes
T

he #fALocal Law Enforcement Hate Cri mes Pr
20090 as it stands. H. R. 1913 passed thro
July 16, is awaiting Senate approval. No one would argue that
S violence towards any individual warrants justice. But this Act
includes fAhate speecho as a criminal of fer
an offense against the United States or aids, abets, counsels,
commands, induces or procures its commission, is punishable as a
principal .o (18 USC Sec. 2) Also, hidden i
fifhate crimeso motivated by the victimds r a
u language that prosecutes violence based on sexual orientation and
gender identity So, how does this affect us and what

t constitutes Ahate speech?o0

Let 6s say a Pastor or a small
® group Bible Study leader '
l teaching on Romans 1 @

Genesis 19 and someone hea
0 that sermon or teaching applies

in a way prohibited by a ha

crimes law. Not only would
n the offender be prosecut

under this law, but also t

teacher could be prosecuted

consipiracy! Or |l etds say some-
one hears you witnessing to a Muslim, lovingly explaining that
Islam is a false teaching, and this person, overhearing your
conversation, decides it would make more of a point to vandalize

this Muslim familyds home. You may be acc
violence!

t You could be prosecuted simply for how someone perceives or
C misinterprets your words. Pastors in Europe and Canada have

already been arrested for preaching against homosexuality based
h on similar legislation in those countries.
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j u d g mePastor Ake Green. Pastor Green was sentenced on June

17

ntinued from previous pageéeé.

example of t hi slhave arkspgndibditgte i
let people know that the way they live is wrong and declare that if
they turn around, repent, and follow Christ they will not come under

29, 2004 to one month in jail
homosexuals in a sermon delivered in Borgholm, Sweden on July 20,
2003.

For more information on these and other issues which impact us as
Christians, check out the following websites and resources:

www.wallbuilders.com
www.silencingchristians.coénvideo

www.frc.orgd Family Research Coundildedicated to faith,

family, freedom
Www.persecution.org
www.heritage.org (the Heritage Foundation)

fi

The Gospel of Jesus Chri st
conduct in every situation of life. Happy are they who are ena
to obey them in all situ

(one of the Founding Fathers of the United States)

n Sweden: fi

for

showing

prescribes the w

bled
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among the

and harmless as

Be as wary as

Matthew 10:16
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10th nnnive_rsarv 5
celenratmn!

On July 1, we celebrated Pastor John
and Cheryl ds 10th Anniversary
Middlebury Baptist Church. Here are
some photos of our gathering in honor
of their 10 years of service to the
Lord.







