
April,  2009  

 

MBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by proclaiming the 

excellencies of Christ so that all people may know the joy of 

salvation in Him. 

 

MBC Vision Statement:  To be a Spirit-filled church,         

passionate in our pursuit of knowing and enjoying Christôs  

glorious presence and make His presence known to others by 

ministering to the whole person in a way that makes people 

glad worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ñI, Jesus,é..am the Bright Morning Starò      (Revelation 22:16) 
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3 Pastorôs CornerðA Message  from Pastor John 

To the Members and Friends of Middlebury Baptist Church: 

 

The Bible says, 

ñThe Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in loving-

kindness.ò  (Psalm 145:8)  ñAnd all were speaking well of Him, and 

wondering at the gracious words which were falling from his lips, and 

they were saying, óIs this not Josephôs Son?ôò (Luke 4:22) 

 

During the last few months, we have been praying for Joan and Wally 

Bowyer.  As many of you know, Wally had a prolonged illness and 

passed away this past month.  During the time of Wallyôs                  

hospitalization, we as a church had been praying for his salvation and 

praying for Godôs grace to sustain Joan.  God has been faithful to     

answer our prayers on behalf of both Joan and Wally.  The Lord was 

with Joan in many ways as she so readily bears testimony, and the Lord 

will be faithful as Joan continues to trust in Him and looks to Him for 

the future.  Please keep our sister in prayer that the Lord will bless her 

with His grace in her time of need as she goes through this transition in 

her life.  We love and appreciate Mrs. B! 

 

I had shared with Wally on  several occasions during his illness that it 

was Godôs grace and mercy upon him that allowed him to live through 

his recent heart problems.  (His heart had stopped, and they revived 

him.)  Joan and I both  bore testimony to Wally of Godôs grace that was 

being extended to him and of his need for salvation and forgiveness of 

sin.  Wally did not believe  that there was life after death, nor did he 

believe that Jesus was the Savior of all those who place their faith and 

trust in Him.  I am sure that many of us have family members and loved 

ones who are in a similar spiritual place. Yet in spite of this, God      

extends His grace to people through our words and testimony.  We can 

be confident in knowing that God goes before us in our  witness and that 

he will equip us as we make ourselves available to share His Word with 

others.  I had said to Wally that I knew God would ultimately have to 

touch his heart and enable him to embrace Christ as his Savior. All of us 

can rest in Godôs sovereignty over salvation, and at the same time, be 

faithful to share His Word with the people that the Lord places in our 

path.  Wallyôs eternal destiny has always been in the hands of God.  We 

can trust the judge of the earth, who will be perfectly just. 

 

Continued on next pageé.. 
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The Bible says,ò Far be it from you to do such a thing, to 

slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and 

the wicked are treated alike.  Far be it from you! Shall not 

the Judge of all the earth deal justly?ò (Genesis 18:25) 

 

God is so gracious!  If there was only one word to describe 

the whole last few months as it related to Wallyôs illness, the 

word I would choose is ñgraceò.  God was gracious in      

allowing him to hear the Gospel Message again and again in 

his last days. God was gracious in sustaining and      

strengthening Joan.  Godôs grace was being extended at 

Wallyôs memorial service as our church was packed with 

unbelieving family members and friends who heard the   

Gospel of Godôs grace extended to them that morning.  

Please continue to pray for Joanôs family and all those who 

heard the Gospel message at the memorial service. Pray that 

God give us a greater burden for the lost and unsaved in our 

midst.  Pray for the grace of Christ to propel us to share His 

Word with the lost.  Pray that the Lord find us faithful and 

praying for unsaved family members and loved ones.  Pray 

that the Lord reveal His glory among us in people being 

saved.  Pray that His grace and His glory be on display in our 

Llves, in our church, and out to the community just as it was 

these past few months in the events surrounding Wallyôs 

illness and ultimate death. Godôs grace truly is amazing! 

 

In appreciation of His amazing grace, 

 

Pastor John 
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Update from the Vision Development Team 

By Pastor John 

 

Members present:  Michael Schwartz, Frank Pramuka, 

Jeanne Pramuka, Monica Pramuka, and Pastor John.  Pastor 

Tony and Mary Mazza also attended.  

 

The Vision Development Team discussed our vision for  

worship and the kind of music that we should have based 

upon our vision statement and the ministry of the Word.  We 

agreed on the importance of making a connection between 

the Word and Worship, and that we are desirous of both the 

Spirit and the truth working together in worship.  We want 

the Word to support the music ministry and the music     

ministry to support the Word ministry. 

 

We spoke of having music that ministers unto the Lord.  

How can we, with our worship music, best minister to the 

heart of God?  To accomplish this we will be looking for 

music that ministers to the Lord; speaking directly to 

Him of our love and appreciation for Him and of our 

hunger and desire for Him. 

 

For the next meeting, we will begin collecting CDs and   

music that fits this directive and vision for worship and 

bringing it to the next meeting  (Sunday, April 5 at           

5:00 p.m.). 

 

We are also praying for whom the Lord would call to be  

responsible for the collection and cataloging of music, and 

who would ultimately select such music to be incorporated 

into our Sunday morning worship services on a weekly basis. 

If you have any ideas about how to implement the vision of 

the church as it relates to the worship ministry, please feel 

free to speak to Pastor John, Pastor Tony, or one of the other 

members of the Vision Development Team.  Our next    

meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 5 at 5:00 p.m. 
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Wed. 1 6:00 pmðFellowship                                                      Prov. 11:18 

Thurs. 2 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò       

                                                                                      Lam. 3:22-23                                           

Fri.  3                                                                                              Ps. 55:22 

Sat. 4                                                                                              Col. 1:14 

Sun. 5 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                               Ps. 17:6-9                                         

Mon. 6  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                            2 Tim. 1:10                                                                                                                                                                  

Tues. 7  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                          John 16:13       

Wed. 8 7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò                     Isa. 64:4                 

Thurs. 9 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò       

                                                                                           Ps. 25:2-3                       

Fri.  10 7:00 pmðGood Friday Worship Service                     1 Thess. 5:23                                                                                   

Sat. 11                                                                                         Ps. 84:11-12 

Sun. 12 8:00 amðEarly Morning Easter Worship at Meadowview Park 

8:30 amðContinental Breakfast at Church 

9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðEaster Worship service                                     Ps. 48:14                                        

Mon. 13  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the Book 

of Actsò                                                                                 1 Jn. 1:9                                                                                                                                                                  

Tues. 14  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                               Ps. 34:4 

Wed. 15 7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò                    John 14:7                

April Calendar  

Scripture readings are from David Wilkersonôs Promise Calendarðthe message is, 

ñFear not, for God has promised to preserve those who fully trust in Himò.   

 

Please submit May ministry events to Monica Pramuka  by April 22 



 

Thurs. 16 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò       

                                                                                            Eph. 1:7                  

Fri.  17                                                                                           Isa. 53:11 

Sat. 18                                                                                       Ps. 27:1&3                                                                             

Sun. 19 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                               Job 36:7                                      

Mon. 20  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                    Zech. 4:6                                                                                                                                                                     

Tues. 21  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                            Heb. 5:9 

Wed. 22 7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò           Ps. 103:17-18               

Thurs. 23 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò       

                                                                                            Mal. 3:6                  

Fri.  24                                                                                             Ps. 18:6 

Sat. 25                                                                                           John 8:36 

Sun. 26 9:45 amðChristian Education for all ages 

11:00 amðWorship 

6:00 pmðCorporate Prayer                                             Isa. 54:17                                          

Mon. 27  7:00 pmðBible Study  -  ñA Helpful & Practical Look at the 

Book of Actsò                                                                Matt. 19:29                                                                                                                                                                    

Tues. 28  7:00 pmðStudy in the Book of Romans at the Torresô Home 

                                                                                       Deut. 29:29 

Wed. 29 7:00 pmðBible StudyðòTotal Forgivenessò               John 15:15                  

Thurs. 30 10:00 amðLadies Bible StudyðòDiscipleôs Prayer Lifeò       

                                                                                     Ps. 25:12-13     
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LADIES BIBLE STUDY  
ñWhen God WeepsðWhy Our Suffering Matters to the Almightyò 

SaturdayðApril 18 

1:00ð2:30 pm 

Please R.S.V.P. to Monica at pramuka26@charter.net  



MINISTRY UPDATES  8 

        

Financial Secretary and Counters 

neededéé.please see Pastor John 

or Al Pizzolorusso for more        

information 

URGENT!  

Please continue to remember those less fortunate 

than ourselves by depositing food items for those 

in need in the ñtreasure chestò .  Canned meat, 

soups/stews with meat, biscuit mixes, muffin 

mixes, pasta, canned fruit and vegatables, juices, 

and other non-perishable foods are welcomed.     

If anyone would 

like to contribute to this newsletter, ñThe     

Morning Starò, please contact Monica at        

Pramuka26@charter.net   Ministry needs, praises, 

prayer requests, items for the calendar, upcoming 

events of interest, and brief articles are always 

welcomed, as are your thoughts as to how we can 

improve this ministry in order to keep you more 

informed.   

Information, pleaseé. 

Food Pantry 
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STUDY NOTESðA LOOK BACK 
From ñA Helpful & Practical Look  

at the Book of Actsò 

March 31, 2008ðPastor Tony Mazza 

 

Overview 

 

 

 

Acts shows us the establishment of the church by men 

Christ Himself trained.  Acts shows us how the     

Kingdom of God is spread by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Over and over, the Gospel was being preached 

and churches were being formed.  The emphasis was 

continually on the resurrection of Christ.  Very        

simpleðpreach Christ and Him crucified.  They were 

bearing witness of Christ and also answering those who 

were suspicious or attacking (Apologetics).  They 

thought more of Christ than themselves and continued 

to preach despite persecutionðthey were willing to 

suffer in order to see the Gospel spread.  The ñhome 

basesò, or centers of the church were a place to return 

to for refreshment, discussion, encouragement and  

correctionðPeterôs ñhome baseò was  in Jerusalem and 

Paulôs was in Antioch.  The church of the time was 

able to affect the culture (rather than the culture      

affecting the church, which is prevalent today).  Paul 

was said to have ñturned the world upside downò.  By 

the time Paul was in captivity in Rome, the Gospel had 

reached most of the known world at that time with the 

exception of Asia.  

 

The first century church was active, aggressive and 

alert.  They knew Jesus was the only cure and they 

were fearless in lifting Him up to the peopleð

unafraidðnot self-serving, not self-preserving, not out 

to please man.  They were confronting the realm of 

darkness and the powers of evil with the Light of 

Christ.  

Examples for the church todayé.. 



 

Please continue to pray for Joan 

Bowyer and her familyðthat the 

Lord open the eyes and hearts of  

unsaved family members and for 

His continued provision for Joan.   

 

Thank you, Lord, for your       

provision of  such things as hot 

and cold running water -       

something we so often take for 

granted.  Many people throughout 

the world do not have this bless-

ing and must drink and bathe from 

water sources that  are unsanitary 

and unhealthy.   

 

Please pray for our brothers and 

sisters in chains throughout the 

worldðthose persecuted for being 

followers of Jesus Christ.  Pray 

for their persecutors as wellðthat 

the Lord reveal their sin and    

soften their hearts.   

 

Please pray for the Lordôs leading 

regarding Vacation Bible School 

this summer. 

 

Please continue to pray for this 

country and President Obama.  

Lord, please reveal yourself in a 

mighty way to those you have 

placed in positions of leadership 

in this country.   

 
 

 

Lord, please strengthen this body 

of believers here at Middlebury 

Baptist Church.  Increase our   

desire to know you more          

intimately and to seek your face in 

prayer.  Fill us with your Spirit 

continually that we may be as 

light to a world that is sinking 

ever deeper into darkness.   
 

 

Thank you, Father, for Pastor 

John and Pastor Tony.  We      

continue to lift them up to you in 

prayerðplease bless them, Father 

in Heaven.   
 

Please continue to lift Anthony up 

in prayers for the Lordôs          

protection as he prepares to go to 

Afghanistan.  Also pray for  

Christina and her children as they 

look for a place to live while    

Anthony is away.   

 

Thank you, Jesus, that amidst all 

the trials and tribulations of this 

life, we can always rest in you and 

your Sovereignty.   

Praises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer RequestsPraises & Prayer Requests   
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TASTY MORSELSð

Sermon Excerpts 

ñAlone with Godò 

Psalm 5:1-3 

                                                                   We have quite the ñaudienceò for  

                                                                   our prayersðour God and King!   

                                                                   We are praying to the God of the  

Universeðthe God of Glory!  Do you appreciate the fact that He hears when 

we come to the throne of Grace?  God always hears us.  Why is He always 

ready and welcoming our prayers?  He loves us, He cares for us, He wants to 

build a relationship with usðall this is true.  But mostly He wants to more 

fully own us, He wants us to rest in Him and abide in Him.  This is how God 

is glorified through our prayer life.   
 
He is to be our ñspiritual retreatò, so to speakðour refuge in times of trouble 

(ref. vs. 11)  In Psalm 50:15, we are told  ñCall upon Me in the day of    

trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor Meò.  Give ear, O Lord...we 

come in prayer to Jesus, who is our Lord. Jesus is the One who lives to    

intercede for us (ref. Romans 8:34). 
 
 ñConsider my groaningò (vs. 1) - in the same way the Spirit also helps us in 

our weakness (ref. Romans 8:26) .    In vs. 2, David says, ñGive heed to my 

cryò - this is the anguish of one who has reached a breaking point (ref. also 

Psalm 107:23-32).  Who do we go to in the midst of our adversity?  ñMy 

King and my God, for to You I will pray.ò (vs. 2)   
 
Oh, to live our entire lives in the midst of His presence.  ñIn the morning...I 

will eagerly watchò(or ñlook upò in the NKJðvs. 3).  The Psalmist         

recognizes the need to begin his day with the Lord.  Please do not            

misunderstandðany timeð morning, noon and night, is the right time to 

turn to the Lord in prayer.  As C.H. Spurgeon said in his commentary on the 

Psalms ñThe Treasury of Davidò - ñWhile the dew is on the grass, let grace 

drop upon the soul.  Let us give to God the mornings of our days and the 

morning of our lives.  Prayer should be the key of the day and the lock of the 

night.ò  David, in verse 3, is taking himself to God.  
 
 If Jesus took time away to be alone with the Father in prayer, how much 

more should we?  (ref. Mark 1:35, Luke 9:18, John 6:15)   

 

May this become the one thing our hearts are set upon...to be 

alone with God. 
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Missions Moment 

A Note from Thom and Ellen Schotanus 

 

Hello once again from Cameroon, 

We wanted to give you an update on the Baicham water  

project. Weôre happy to let you know that we had a great 

response and now have enough money to build the water 

storage tank.  We also have enough money to buy the pipe 

needed to carry the water down from the catchment to the 

water tank.  Once the tank is built, we will run a line down to 

the village with a few spur lines that can distribute the water 

throughout the village.  With the cost of pipe and the       

distance we need to go, we are still short about $10,000.  The 

good news is that some friends said they would match any 

donations up to $5,000.  this would give us the money 

needed to finish the project!  We would love to be able to 

complete this before we return for home assignment in June.  

It is important to remember the reason we are doing this  

project in the first place:  to show the love of Christ in a 

practical way.  The contributions to date have been a huge 

encouragement to the people in our church, and an           

inspiration to them.  Your giving has helped provide genuine 

meaning as these people have seen your love in action.  It 

has inspired them to respond in kind to others, even with the 

little they have.  We are planning to have a dedication     

service when we can turn on the tap and see the water flow 

into the village.  It is our desire that the impact of the project 

will have a great affect on the whole village, and result in 

many finding the living water that Jesus promised the 

woman at the well.   

To make a donation, you can send your check to Converge 

Wordwideðwrite ñCameroon Baicham Water Development 

Project #37167ò in the memo line.  Or, visit the Converge 

Worldwide web site at www.scene3.org 

For more information and lots of 

photos, visit www.schotanus.com 
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Baicham Water Project 

in process 

Currently, the only way 

to get water to the village 

is to carry it 

The Water Project         

committee 


